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Togueand Whitefish at West Grand
In this section of Washington
County, the emergence of
March, with its higher tempera
tures, is celebrated by those
who enjoy ice fishing, since
they can spend a longer warm
er day on many of our beauti
ful lakes.
Numerous waterways that
hook onto West Grand Lake
provide some fine fishing. Such
bodies of water as Pocumsus,
Sysladobsis, Junior, and Strag
gly lakes all have salmon, togue
and whitefish. However, the
best fishing is usually found at
West Grand Lake. It is here
that most people venture
through the tiny village of
Grand Lake Stream.
Before striking out onto the
lake, especially if you are a
newcomer in the area, stop at
the local Pine Tree Store and
talk to Bonnie and Robert Gagner about the present conditions
on the lake. As with other lakes,
especially those with a dam and
heavy running water, there can
be serious problems involved
with currents and open water
which could prove uncomfort
able at the very least. The
store, while also providing some
friendly advice, has the neces
sities which you may need on
your trip.
In the Grand Lake Stream
area during the winter fisher
men have had to travel many
miles to get bait. However, bait
is now available at the store.
The first problem involved
with the lake is to get onto the
ice. Because the dam is at the
end of the lake near the Town
simple directions have to be
given in order to provide a safe
trip to where the ice is strong
enough to support you and your
equipment. Once on the lake
there are a multitude of spots
frequented by ice fishermen.
Because winter water tempera
tures are at a constant through
out the lake, the fish congregate
in different spots than they
frequent during the warmer
months of the year. Spots such
as Norway Point, Dyer Cove
Point, Munson Island, and Co
lumbus Island are favored.

Most of the Landlocked Sal
mon which are caught in this
particular area are caught on
live bait and a small lead
sinker,’such as a split shot, set
in shallow water with a tip-up.
Fishing for whitefish or lake
trout is an entirely different
situation. While it is certainly
possible to catch a togue or
whitefish with a set line in
deeper water on the bottom, a
jigged line will produce more
fish at West Grand Lake. When
it comes to jigging, the favorite
lures are the Leadfish and the
Swedish Pimple. Variations of
these lures are used, but the
basic idea is to have a fairly
heavy lure which will sink rap
idly as you start the downward
part of your jigging motion.
Most of the large lake trout
caught on West Grand Lake
have been caught on these two
lures, some of which have a
small minnow or a piece of cut
bait hooked onto the treble.
The big advantage of this
type of fishing is that a lake

Grand Lake
Stream Area
Steve Takach
Grand Lake Stream 04637

The Leadfish is a favorite jigging lure. Make sure
you keep your hooks honed sharp. [Steve Takach
Photo]

trout will smash the lure and
with the good-sized trebles you
have the means to hook and
land a fish in the 3 to 10 pound
category.
A problem arises when a fish
such as the tender mouthed
Whitefish strikes these lures.
More often than not a strike
produces a missed fish.
And so the question, “Do I
really want to fish with a bigger
jig lure and try to catch a lake

trout and miss the whitefish, or
is there a way in which I can
catch a togue and perhaps
catch a whitefish also?”
I found at least a partial
answer to that question one day
while watching Raphael Socabasin land a goodly number of
whitefish through the ice. This
Peter Dana Point Passamaquoddy Indian is quite an out
doorsman and is complimented
Continued on next page

This is the new outboard
the whole industry is talking about

Would you like to folk about
becoming a dealer?

country. Openings are still
available in some areas, however,
and we hope to fill them in the
next few months.
We're looking for more
dealers who want to make Mariner
the heart of their business
and get in on the ground floor with
this superior new outboard.
It's a product that can hack it
with the big brands, and it's
already making plenty of waves
in the U.S. market.
Initial cost is probably
about ^3 what it would cost to
become a dealer for the other
major brands—//they had a
dealer opening available in your
area. Remember too, there
are no old Mariner motors to
stock parts for. With a $2,000
start-up parts kit, you're ready
to service every Mariner in
the line.

Maybe you've seen
the articles about Mariner
in "Popular Science/
"Mechanix Illustrated"
or the boating books.
Why all the
publicity about this out
board you never heard of
before? Why is this line of motors
making the other brands a
little nervous?
Because Mariner is a welldesigned, proven product.
Thousands of Mariner outboards
have proven their dependability
in South America, the Near East,
New Zealand and Australia.
We think it's one of the simplest,
longest-lasting, most dependable
outboards sold in America today.
And we think we can prove it.

The story of this remarkable
outboard.
Mariner is the design
product of a joint venture of two
of the largest two-cycle engine
manufacturers in the world. In
most places outside of the U.S.,
people cannot afford the luxury
of a motor designed just for a
weekend fishing trip or an after
noon of water skiing. Outboards
must work day after day for
transportation, fishing or
exploration. It's often hundreds
of miles between factory-trained
servicemen.
So Mariner built a line of
outboards just for this rugged
type of use. Built them to run day
after day without complicated
service. They're simple, strong

and non
temperamental, from
the little 2 horse fishing motor to
the sizzling-hot 175.
But a fine outboard is no
better than the dealer who
sells it.

And matches it to a
boat. And services it. That's
why we've chosen to grow
with a hand-picked group of the
finest outboard dealers in the

We'd like the chance to tell
you the whole story.
If you're interested in
becoming a Mariner outboard
dealer, call Charlie Rahner
at this toll free number:
1-800-526-3820. (If calling
from New Jersey, dial
1-201-249-2500.)
Or write us
at this address:
BRUNSWICK

A BRUNSWICK COMPANY

532 Water St. • Fond du Lac, WI 54935

•
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Maine’s dog owners are being
advised that things might not go
well for them if their pets are
found chasing deer.
Chief Warden Alanson B. No
ble of the Maine Fish and Wild
life Dept, has directed the
state’s 130 game wardens to
give special emphasis during
late winter and spring to vigor
ous enforcement of Maine’s dog
deer laws.
“A stiff fine and maybe loss
of their pet can be expected by
anyone convicted of keeping a
dog we find chasing or killing
deer,” says Noble.
He notes that although there
has been a general improve
ment in the free-running dog
situation since Maine’s state
wide dog control law has been
in effect, there are still prob
lems, “and at times they are
very serious problems involving

the loss of substantial numbers
of deer.”

The Chief Warden says that
“the white-tailed deer is too

Boundary Ice Fishing
Regulations
Ice fishing regulations on
Maine-New Brunswick boundary
waters are unchanged from last
year and are printed correctly
in the 1979 regulations sum
mary, according to the Maine
Fish and Wildlife Dept.
A series of events has led
many fishermen to believe that
regulation changes on these
waters — which include East
Grand Lake and several other
lakes — would, among other

ANNOUNCING SIX’*
A WHOLE NEW BREED
OF SKIRTED SPOOL
SPINNING REELS.
*S.I.T. STANDS FOR
SHAKESPEARE’S NEWEST
INNOVATION, THE
SELECTIVE INTERNAL TRIP.
You’ve been waiting years
for this. Finally, new skirted spool
spinning reels with bails that
don’t “slam” shut. In
Shakespeare’s newest S.I.T.
Series of reels, the bails don’t
slap against the stem of the reels.
Because we’ve moved the bail
trip inside the body of the reels,
for smoother, quieter, more
convenient operation.
Of course you can throw
the bail yourself, whenever you
want. That’s what we mean by
Selective Internal Trip.

features and the value to meet
almost any situation.
Our four 2400 S.I.T. reels
are the serious fisherman’s choice
from ultra-light to large line
capacity reels. Our four 2400
S.I.T. reels all have dual ball

fishermen, the three 2700 series
S.I.T. reels fill the bill. Smooth
ball bearing retrieve action.
Convertible handle for left or
right hand use.
The easy-to-own 2100
series S.I.T. reels offer you more
value than other skirted spool
reels in its class.
Best of all, every S.I.T. reel
in the line offers one big
advantage no other
manufacturer has ever been
able to duplicate — Shakespeare’s
famous heritage
and superb quality
and workmanship.

2701
2401

bearings for smooth,
powerful high-speed
retrieve. Convenient
line clips. Convertible
handles for left or right hand
retrieve.

NEW ULTRA-LIGHT
SUPER SMALL REEL.

THREE FAMILIES.
There is a Shakespeare
S.I.T. reel for every fisherman
from beginner to pro. With the

The 2499 S.I.T. reel at
only 5.8 ounces is especially made
for ultra-light fans.
For the occasional

valuable a resource and is un
der too many natural stresses,
especially during the winter, to
allow this controllable kind of
predation to take place.”

FISHERMEN ASK.
SHAKESPEARE DELIVERS.
We’ve been doing that
way for over 80 years. And our
new S.I.T. Series is just one more
example.

S.I.T. REELS

FISHING HAS A NAME...
NEW SHAKESPEARE CATALOG IS A MUST” FOR ALL FISHERMEN FOR YOUR COPY - AND A JACKET PATCH - SEND 75C FOR POSTAGE
AND HANDLING TO: SHAKESPEARE FISHING TACKLE DIVISION. P O BOX 22517, COLUMBIA, SC 29222, DEPT MS3

things, reduce the number of
lines they could use for ice
fishing. Five lines are legal this
winter, and five lines will be
legal next winter when some
new ice fishing regulations do
go into effect.
A one-line-per-angler limita
tion is among several new open
water fishing (NOT ice fishing)
regulations that will be in effect
on New Brunswick boundary wat
ers beginning with the 1979 open
water season.
All changes are the result of
joint efforts by Maine and New
Brunswick fisheries officials to
update and standardize regula
tions on waters divided by the
international boundary.

Togue and
Whitefish at
West Grand
Continued from preceding page
on his ability by his brothers
who quite often refer to him as
“Bobcat.” His method of fishing
is a compromise which will
produce whitefish for sure, and
perhaps lake trout, at least in
the smaller size.
His method consists of using a
small snelled hook on the end of
a small swivel. This line is
weighted just above the swivel
with two or three good-sized
sinkers. The weights are put
down within just a few inches of
the bottom sinking the rig,
baited with a small minnow
hooked through the lips. Just a
slight jig will send the min
now flipping around in all direc
tions. It is deadly on whitefish
and, because of the small size
of the hook, makes it quite easy
to hook these tender-mouthed
fish.
A slight variation that I have
worked on this year is substi
tuting a tiny treble hook instead
of the single hook which I just
described. My theory is that
since the single hook was buried
in the lips and mouth of the
bait, even though the bait is
small, the addition of extra
hooks provided by the treble
hook makes it just a bit easier
to set the hook into the speeding
whitefish as he attacks the bait.
When it comes to lake trout
this rig will indeed hook and
hold a togue in the smaller
sized category, that is up to
perhaps 3 or 4 pounds. After
that the tiny hook may be cause
for problems. At any rate, it
seems to me to be the better of
several choices in order to
bring home fish.
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Great Nothern’s Temper Tantrum
The giant is flexing his muscles.
That’s the feeling we got when Great
Northern Paper Company suggested it
might close its roads to travel by the
public if the state doesn’t stop trying to
protect the West Branch of the Penobscot
River from development by placing 100
miles of riverfront in a remote recreation
zone.
GNP Woodlands Manager Robert Bart
lett was quoted as saying, “Perhaps the
*
company
should revise its open door
policy. If we do not allow access to our
lands for recreational use, there would be
no pressure to zone the land to restrict it
to uses permitted in a Remote Recreation
Zone.”
GNP, with 2.1 million acres, is the
largest property owner in the state. It
also is a giant corporation controlled from
outside the state. Perhaps the company
was just bluffing by suggesting it would
cut off its 400 miles of roads to hunting,
fishing, camping, snowmobiling, hiking
and boating. Maybe it wasn’t. In any
case, the giant was letting us all know he
is mighty and he is angry.
It is time the large land holders con
cede that the general public, and parti
cularly the sportsmen of this state have a
vested interest in this state’s wildlands.
We need to grow trees and we need the
paper companies. But we also must
prevent the landowners from treating the
Maine woods the way Aroostook County’s

potatoes fields have been abused.
There are many actions being taken by
the large landowners which cause sports
men great concern. Primary among them
are clear cutting, herbicide and pesticide
spraying. Now one of the paper compan
ies is driving another wedge between
itself and sportsmen by threatening to cut
off access. We would remind Great
Northern that it may own the trees, but
the people of this state own the great
ponds, the rivers and streams, the fish in
them, and the wildlife in the woods.
Sportsmen care greatly about these
things, as much as the managers of Great
Northern care about a healthy profit
margin. Threatening to cut sportsmen off
from what belongs to them can only lead
to increased hostility against the paper
companies. If nothing else it’s bad public
relations.

p

The question at hand is whether the
West Branch of the Penobscot River
needs or deserves special protection.
Great Northern says no. It’s just another
place where the company grows trees
and the company should be left alone to
cut them as it pleases. Great Northern
says it isn’t even a remote recreation
area, being too developed to qualify.
That’s wrong. The West Branch is still
largely a wild, uncontrolled, undeveloped
river, the kind of river which has all but
disappeared from the Northeast. If it can
be preserved, future years will see its

value as a recreation resource grow
immensely. It is true that there is no real
wilderness in Maine, or the Northeast for
that matter. But the West Branch is the
closest we can come.
How much and what kind of tree cutting
can be allowed in such an area and still
retain its recreational value are details
Great Northern can fight out with the
state. But we think it is time to recognize
the public does want special places given
special treatment.

It sounds as though Great Northern is
throwing a temper tantrum because it
feels it is being treated unfairly. We don’t
think that is the case at all. For one
thing, the paper companies have won a
tremendous concession from the state on
taxes. Unlike ordinary folks, they don’t
pay taxes on the real value of their land.
They pay a much lower rate based upon
tree growth.

This has already established the pre
cedent that woodland is treated differ
ently because it has unusual values. One
of those values, to the people of the state
of Maine, is that it is a great place to
enjoy the outdoors. If Great Northern
does decide to close its roads to the
public, and deny us that recreation asset,
then perhaps the people of Maine should
give serious consideration to making the
company pay for that right in the form of
a much higher tax bill. (HPV)

Time to Fight Land Posting
By Kenneth O. Allen, Jr.
I own some land in prime deer country,
but ironically, have never hunted there. It
is odd too. The deer hunting in this area
is much better than where I spend my
entire deer season. However, deer hunting
is traditional to me and tradition dictates
to remain in the same woods I hunted as
a boy.
The world changes rapidly, but the
woods behind my grandmother’s house
are one of those small pockets, for the
time being anyway, that has miraculously
escaped clear-cutting and development.
The ridges and tote roads I roamed in
youth have changed little in the last two
decades.
Because of this, I never bother with the
land I own. However, my brothers-in-law
and some friends have hunted there, and
have mentioned it is heavily hunted. This
past summer, I drove to this area and
could see why. Much of the land near
mine was posted, and in a few years, it is
conceivable my land will be the only
unposted spot on the entire road.
Last November, I was on an errand in
the area and drove past this land. Four
hunters from New Jersey were loading a
big doe into their truck. I was genuinely
pleased for them. I stopped long enough
to congratulate them and continued on my
way.

People hunting on my property do not
bother me. Not once has anyone left
bottle and litter, or started any fires, and
even if someone did, it would be difficult
for me to justify excluding everyone for
the actions of a few slobs. This land,
located on a rough, dirt road, is fairly
wild and undeveloped, and unless some
thing drastic occurs, I would never post it
as long as I am not using it. Denying
access to undeveloped land is a concept I
abhor. Posting land in order for an owner
to have his own private, unlicensed hunt
ing preserve is something I despise even
more. The latter should be illegal.
This state should adopt a policy where
property owners would be given a tax
credit for opening their land to the public.
Afterall, last November, those four
hunters on my land represented $242.00
worth of revenue to the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife—not to men
tion the untold hundreds these four men
spent for food, gas, liquor, lodging, taxes,
etc. This state would not be losing money
and there would be an incentive for
landowners to keep their land open to
hunters, fishermen, bird watchers, hikers,
skiers, or any other recreational pur
poses.
Posted land is a threat to all outdoors
men and something has to be done to
curb it.

by John Noga
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Fish and Wildlife Coyote Plan
The Maine Fish and Wildlife
Dept, has announced a coyote
management program designed
to control predation on deer in
local areas.
The northeastern coyote, ex
panding its range eastward, is
well established in Maine.
Though the animal is omnivor
ous, eating nearly any kind of
animal or vegetable food, its
predatory habits are resulting
in deer mortalities in much of
the state.

In announcing the new pro
gram, Commissioner Maynard
F. Marsh quoted from the De
partment’s policy statement on
coyote management or control.

“Past efforts to control preda
tors in Maine have never
achieved the goal of reducing
predator population levels suffi
ciently to increase the numbers
of more favored wildlife spe
cies,” he said.
“Nevertheless, the Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and

Wildlife feels a basic responsi
bility to explore possible ways
of improving living conditions
and population levels of wildlife
species which are favored by
the citizens of Maine.”
Considerations weighed in the
formation of the policy include
the following points:

1. We must assume that be
cause of the coyote’s reproduc
tive potential and demonstrated
adaptability, it is here to stay.

2. There is no simple explana
tion for the recent decline in
deer numbers in some portions
of Maine. Though the white
tailed deer is flexible and
adaptable, Maine deer are near
the northern limit of the range
of this species and, thus, are
under considerable stress to
survive. Apparent gradual in
creases in the severity of recent
winters, coupled with more in
tensive timber harvesting in
deer wintering areas (yards)
could possibly be more than the

FflR Ru,h*

animal can endure.
3. Predation is only one of
several limiting factors affect
ing deer. Others include habitat
changes, weather, legal and il
legal hunting, and destruction
by dogs.
4. The Department recognizes
that severe predation by coy
otes may accelerate local drops
in deer abundance or keep
small herds from increasing.
5. Intensive coyote control
over large geographical areas is
not a practical management
strategy for the Department. It
would carry a high cost and be
of limited effectiveness, if any,
besides possibly killing other
wildlife species.
6. The Department is opposed
to establishing a bounty on coy
otes or other predators. Boun
ties are generally not effective
in reducing predation, are sub
ject to fraud, and generally pro
duce no increase in the prey
species they are intended to
protect.
The program that has taken
shape has the following major
steps at this time:
1. Department personnel ac
tion to reduce coyote numbers
will be limited to specific deer
wintering areas subject to
excessively high losses of deer
to coyotes.
2. Specific individuals in the
Warden Service will serve as
coyote control specialists, with
varied responsibilities relating
to coyote control policies, pro
cedures, and activities. Their
names and addresses will be
announced soon.
3. Continuing studies and
evaluations regarding Maine
coyotes are being planned. They
will be carried out co-opera
tively by the Department, Uni
versity of Maine, and the Maine
Cooperative Wildlife Research
Unit to increase the knowledge
of these animals and their im
pact on other species of wild
life.

Coyote Film
Available
Of other fo^'a-Horse
line,
See the Sea
cornplete
and
“mini” 2 P jor free
.
down ‘n dealer- Ojlboards, a ProduC

SSJgsSS^SS*
feawf
'mon for au nropti^

See your Johnson outboard dealer:
BATH

CAMDEN

AVE ISLANDS

GUILFORD

MANSET

SOUTH PORTLAND

Longreach Co.
119 Commercial St.

Wayfarer Marine
Sea St.

Sheepscot Bay Boat Co.

Herrick Bros.
Elm St.

The Boathouse
Shore Rd.

Albert G. Frost Boating Center
U.S. Rte. 1

BREWER

DAMARISCOTTA

GREENVILLE

LIVERMORE FALLS

MILO

Pickard’s Sport Shop
802 Wilson St.

Chasse Company

P.T. Sanders & Son
Main. St. — Moosehead Lake

Gagnon’s Boats & Motor Co.
17 Park St.

Milo Sport Shop
W. Main St.

Coyotes, controversial new
comers to Maine, are the sub
ject of a new film available
from the University of Maine at
Orono film library.
Titled A MATTER OF UN
DERSTANDING, the film was
produced by the U.S. Environ
mental Protection Agency. It
presents information about the
coyote and the reasons why this
extremely adaptable animal
has, among humans, some
friends and many enemies.
The film is 27 minutes long
and is suitable for seventh
grade through adult age groups.
Groups interested in booking
the film should contact the Film
Rental Library, Shibles Hall,
University of Maine at Orono,
ME 04469. There is a $4.25
booking fee.
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Coyote Information Needed
To The Editor:
Thanks to Phil Foster’s (Jan
uary issue) article, the Maine
“coyote” received some more
adverse publicity. He also sug
gests a bounty system for popu
lation control. I, for one, am in
favor of some type of incentives
as I feel that the “coyote”
population has been out of con
trol for some time in certain
areas.
•
Seemingly, the majority of
the publicity on this species is
of a very complimentary nature
that tends to plead that life
couldn’t go on without their con
tribution to the balance of
nature. These articles expound
on the sophisticated formal
name for the animal and its
noble character, the excitement

of its howls deep in the night,
and endless other virtues. A
casual observer could easily
believe that the family lifestyle
and behavioral pattern of this
most nostalgic invader of our
woodlands is the closest thing to
motherhood and apple pie. It
seems incredible that more
people in areas that are seri
ously affected (and mine isn’t
one) are not speaking up. Can it
be that this problem must reach
epidemic proportions in all of
our counties before something is
done?
With the knowledge that this
would-be saint-like animal pro
pagates readily, travels in
groups, and eats ravenously to
survive under mostly harsh con
ditions, it should be very ap

parent to all that it is only a
question of time until many of
our real cherished animals will
be too scarce for us to harvest
and we humans will be expect
ed to abide by even stricter
controls if there are to be
harvest periods. Can you
imagine the devastation of vari
ous game animals if several
hundred packs of domestic dogs
were allowed to roam and live
in our woodlands? I can
imagine that the amount of food
required for their survival
would be staggering. I don’t
know what the current pack
count is but I will bet it is
staggering; to say nothing of
the individual count.
Most people agree (even the
experts) that once established,
it is all but impossible for

Bucks Only a Beginning
To the Editor:
We who would advocate a
temporary bucks only law have
but one concern, the stabilizing
of Maine’s deer herd.
The word temporary clearly
indicates an awareness of the
pitfalls of such a law, in no way
addressing these pitfalls to a
hunter accustomed to having
the ‘shoot anything edge; but
rather with a knowledgeable
concern of the adverse affect to
the well being of the animal if
such a law be on a permanent
basis. Furthermore, such a law
should be state wide considering
hunter numbers differ greatly
in southern Maine as opposed to
the expanses of Zones One,
Two and Three with the whole
concept being defeated by a
shift in hunting pressure assum
ing the northern zones remain
open to ‘any’ deer being legal.
Contrary to your February
editorial, conditions for the de
cline are not all that complex
being, for the most part, normal
occurrences for deer that have
spread their range to less favor
able environments. For such
deer (northern tier) problems

are area oriented, but charac
teristically much the same with
man playing the dominant role
in causing, correcting or neglec
ting. Yes, even correcting what
Nature has wrathed. In many
circles it’s called game man
agement.
Here in Maine two overplayed
stock reasons, hunting pressure
and loss of habitat, are ques
tionable, if not entirely untrue
as pertaining to .the decline.
Hunting pressure, other than
in pockets of southern Maine, is
non-existant as such and to
rebutt this fact would indicate a
lack of knowledge on how deer
in more populated areas across
the country have successfully
coped with the annual Fall
invasion. Loss of habitat is a
prime concern of the future and
an excuse of the day.
A bucks only law is not a
solution. It’s proposed as a
beginning and to shed light on
the neglect that surfaced in 1971
and continues unattended today.
Call it emotionalism if you so
choose, but “Eight Is Enough.”
Paul A. Papaycik
Wiscasset

Elixir Needed
To the Editor:

I have enjoyed the Maine
Sportsman for its down to
earth, realistic approach to the
Maine outdoors. The one flicker
ing light in an otherwise illumi
nating publication has been Phil
Foster’s column. The elitism
pontificated by Foster in the
February issue would pale the
best New York City “sports
man” writing for Fly Fisher
man Magazine. The suggestion
that “to subdue a lordly Atlan
tic salmon with anything less
than a $200 Bogdan reel is

almost a sacrilege” is a sacri
lege. At best, this is unneces
sary nonsense.

Phil is excellent at elevating
Atlantic salmon fishing to levels
of board chairmen, banl^ presi
dents, and the next life. Atlantic
salmon fishing is the sport of
kings, but it can be enjoyed by
the average sportsman who ap
plies a dose of common sense,
an elixir Mr. Foster should
cultivate.
Joe Ziepniewski
Limington, Maine

humans to even control the
“coyote” population, yet certain
alarmists are concerned about
extermination. Some even inti
mate that the species has a
semblance of table manners
and devours only the weak and
the sick. I can see their leader
now explaining to the pack to
take only the old and weak as
they prepare to move into a
deer yard for the kill during
deep snow periods. What non
sense! They take what they can
get when they can get it. When
the deer are yarding in groups,
there is no reason not to take
them all. Most humans take
care not to go near the yards
lest they make the deer nervous
or otherwise disturb the yards.
The majority of experienced
woodsmen and woodswomen

have never seen a deer yard.
Fellow hunters, I urge you to
draw some individual and sensi
ble conclusions and then speak
up. There are a few so-called
sophisticates among us who will
eventually prevail if we don’t,
and before long we will lose our
privilege.
Although the “coyote” is an
admirable animal and is to be
respected as well as all ani
mals, he is now seriously im
posing on the human domain
and is posing a real threat.
Somebody out there must know
the real facts on the population
of this animal in Maine and just
what he is doing to us, and be
willing to share this knowledge
with the public at large.
Aubrey E. Greenlaw, Jr.
Bowdoinham

What Kind of State?

Dear Sir:
I read with alarm, mixed with
a fair amount of amazement,
the recommendations for tres
pass laws in your February
York County report.
Your reporter recommends
that setting foot on any land
without the permission of the
owner should be a crime. That’s
right, a crime!
I hope nobody takes him seri
ously! I also hope this doesn’t
reflect the policy of your maga
zine.
I’d estimate that at least 75%
of the wild land in Maine is
owned by individuals or com
panies who occupy the property
seldom, if ever. If the Legisla
ture was so ill advised as to
pass such a law, traditional
outdoor activities in Maine

would just about cease to exist
Hunting, fishing, hiking, cross
country skiing, snowmobiling
would be limited small and
expensive areas.
No one questions the legal
and moral right of an owner to
post residential, or agricultural
property, but the wholesale
posting of wild land is an in
creasing threat to the multimil
lion dollar outdoor industry.
New Hampshire had, and for all
I know still may have, a law
that limited the amount of land
that could be posted. It seemed
to work. I feel strongly that if
we hope to continue to benefit
from the millions of dollars
outdoor sports bring into Maine,
and insure future generation
can enjoy the outdoors as we
and our fathers did, some
action must be taken to control

the “dog in the manger” atti
tude of an increasing number of
large land owners.
We know what took place in
Europe. They decided that the
game and fish belonged to the
large land owners. The small
farmers were excluded. Now
the hunting, fishing, etc.,
belongs to large and wealthy
land owners and expensive
clubs.
Do we really want that kind
of a state in Maine?
“Larry” Grover
Augusta

EDITOR'S NOTE: For the
record, THE MAINE SPORTS
MAN does not agree with Mr.
Hooper's trespass concept.
However, we do grant his right
to have his own opinions and
we grant our writers great
latitude in their writing.

Industry Is Too Costly
To the Editor:
Your editorial entitled “What
price to industrialize Maine”
read in the February issue of
Maine Sportsman, and as a
New Jersey resident whose
home state is mentioned,
thought I’d like to reinforce
your sentiments.
I’ve lived in New Jersey all
my life, and have seen it trans
formed from a beautiful garden
state, with rolling hills and
beautiful rivers and lakes, to a
highly industrialized state
where the water and air have
been polluted by selfish busi
ness interests, and where life in
general has become a chore. I
absolutely believe that the
greatest blessing given us by
God, beside life itself, is the
vast outdoors with pure air and
water and with all the attendant
benefits that go along with

same. And to see how man has
prostituted these benefits, not
only in my native state, but also
in other parts of our country
(To some degree in Maine also
I regret to say.—Have you ever
seen that beautiful puke spewed
out near Portland by the
cement people?) is almost be
yond belief.
Mr. Vanderweide, the price to
industrialize Maine, jobs not
withstanding, is too high sir,
much, much too high. And I am
sure that the hardy people of

Maine can come up with
answers in the job-related areas
that will answer your economic
problems, yet preserve this last
great and beautiful natural area
Americans call the State of
Maine. May it ever be preserv
ed, and I for one would do
whatever I could to help you
people conserve and preserve
your resources which are after
all primarily for your own
benefit.
Frederick C. Metzger
Livingston, N.J.

The Maine Sportsman invites readers to comment
on all issues of interest. All letters must be signed.
We will publish as many letters as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 200 words. We
reserve the right to delete portions in the interest
of space. Send all letters to: The Maine Sportsman,
Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330.
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LETTERS
Face Slapping
To the Editor:

In response to Mr. Dale Skil
lin’s letter regarding a resident
only moose season, I feel that
he should know that Mr. Hockmeyer was on the right track in
so much as the State of Maine,
Department of Fish & Wildlife
is in receipt of Federal funds
provided by the Pittman-Rober
tson Act (Pl 75-415).
By accepting these funds they
must comply with all Federal
regulations including those on

discrimination. This being the
fact, the establishment of a
moose season for resident only
hunters can be considered as
discrimination against non-resi
dent hunters.
It is not a case of Federal
court challenging a state, it is a
case of the state adhering to
Federal regulations.
Also, in regards to the deer
hunting. Any non-resident
hunters that are interested in a
class action suit declaring the

Plugging NRA

Saturday before opening day of
deer season for resident hunters
only as illegal due to discrimin
ation please contact me. If
response is sufficient, I will
start action toward that end.
Having been a property owner
in Maine for over ten years, I
feel that this is a slap in the
face to non-resident property
owners and I am sure that
others feel the same.
George W. Packish
Box 7
Teaticket, Mass. 02536

To the Editor:
Regarding your January
editorial “Anti-Hunters Have
Arrived,” the Friends of Ani
mals group has stated at one
government hearing that they
can’t help it if deer starve to
death, they just don’t want
them shot. They pay no heed to
trained wildlife biologists. Are
they really humane or are they
one of the many disarmament
groups?
Nobody wants to disarm us.
Nobody except the President,

THRUSTWORTHY.
THE NEW
HIGH-PERFORMANCE 618
FROM SHAKESPEARE.
TO DESIGN A MOTOR
THIS EFFICIENT, WE
HAD TO DESIGN A
COMPUTER-BASED TEST
SYSTEM FIRST.
Every manufacturer would
like to build the best electric fishing
motor on the market. But they all
lack one important ingredient: the
kind of engineering knowhow that’s
been the mark of Shakespeare
leadership for years.
But even our expertise
needed some help with this one.
To design a motor that milked every
ounce of thrust out of every amp of
power, we needed a test system
that didn’t exist.
So we developed one.
A computer-based test system that
helped us design a trolling motor
that delivers up to 18 lbs.of contin
uous thrust at high speed from
a single 12 volt battery — and still
have thrust to spare. The 618 is a
perfectly mated, perfectly balanced
motor and prop combination —
one that achieves a level of efficiency
no other manufacturer can top.

COOLER. HAPPIER MOTOR

The new WondertrollCR 618
motor — the beginning of a whole
new standard of quality, efficiency
and performance in electric fishing
motors.

HIGH-PERFORMANCE
FEATURES FOR HIGHPERFORMANCE FISHING.
Behind all that extra
efficiency and performance is a list
of features no other motor can
give you. Six speed controls offer
a wide range of fishing strategies,
with low, medium and high speeds
in both forward and reverse for fast,
accurate control. The power unit
is protected by special “O” ring seals
for water- tight operation, and
Shakespeare’s exclusive underwater
heat dissipation system keeps it
running cool and comfortable for
years of trouble-free performance.

NEW CIRCUIT BREAKER ON MOTOR HEAD

Plus a convenient circuit breaker
switch in the motor head to
prevent damage when the motor
gets fouled in weeds or fishing line.
The 618 can run at full
thrust indefinitely, with no danger
of overheating and no loss of
thrust. And no other motor can
match that, either.

SHAKESPEARE’S
NEWEST TRANSOM
BRACKET.
On the 618, it adds even
more performance and control. You
can mount it anywhere a clamp
surface exists - on the stem, the

EXCLUSIVE TRANSOM MOUNT

sides... sometimes even on the bow.
And four running angles suit it to
any shaped hull.
The sturdy aluminum
bracket has a special fingertip
release that takes the 618 from the
stowed to any of four preset running
positions instantly and effortlessly.
And still another release that
returns it to the stowed position just
as quickly and easily.
6 or 12 volt batteries can be
used. Of course, 12, is recommended
for maximum thrust.

18 LBS. OF THRUST
FROM A 12^ LB. MOTOR
WITH A 12 VOLT
BATTERY.
Numbers like that are
enough to make serious fishermen
sit up and take notice — and our com
petition sit down and take aspirin.

WMWlTO

FISHING HAS A NAME...
NEW SHAKESPEARE CATALOG IS a MUST FOR ALL FISHERMEN FOR YOUR COPY - ANO A JACKET PATCH - SEND 75€ FOR POSTAGE
AND HANDLING TO SHAKESPEARE FISHING TACKLE DIVISION. P O BOX 22517. COLUMBIA. S C 29222. DEPT MS3

the State Department, the
Treasury Department, the Jus
tice Department and, last, but
not least, the Department ot
Interior. Remember how we got
steel shot put to us?

I am a member of the Fal
mouth Rod and Gun Club, and
SAM, and while that is good, it
still means little in the scheme
of things. The only effective job
being done to combat these
groups is done by the National
Rifle Association and its Insti
tute for Legislative Action.

My purpose in writing you is
to suggest that from time to
time you put in a plug for
hunters to join the NRA.
John L. Elhers
Yarmouth

Almost

Unbelievable
To the Editor:
In the February issue of the
Maine Sportsman, it stated in
Wayne Hooper’s column, “The
Berwick Sportsmen’s Associa
tion reports that Mike Webber
and his wife ran an excellent
deer pool this year.”
The winners were for the
biggest buck, the biggest doe
and the third prize was for the
smallest deer which, inciden
tally, weighed only 37 pounds,
for which the contestant
received $25.
When any group, regardless
of who they are, gives a
monetary award to the shooting
of the smallest deer, sportsman
ship and conservation has hit an
all time low.
With deer habitat dwindling
yearly, and increased hunting
pressure, it is almost unbeliev
able that any group or person
would praise and condone such
action.
Fred A. Herron
Kittery

Editor's Note: While Mr.
Herron deplores the shooting of
small deer, we would point out
that it in no way is against
Maine law. We would also
point out that there is a great
variation in the weight of first
year deer depending on what
part of the state and time of
the year they are bom in. A
large percentage of the annual
deer kill is composed of young
of the year, but most are quite
a bit larger than 37 pounds.
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In Praise of a Pocket Knife
A good knife is a thing of
great beauty. With a carefully
balanced handle and a hardened
steel blade, shaped to please the
eye and polished to perfection,
a good knife is both a work of
art and a valuable tool.
I have owned some good
knives from time to time. The
last good knife I owned is
rusting away somewhere on a
hardwood ridge in Richmond
where I left it one sunny No
vember afternoon several years
ago. Once I dropped a pretty
good knife over the side of a
boat into the ocean off Rock
land. All of my good knives
have met similar fates.
There are people like that.
It’s just like watches. I have
never been able to keep a watch
running for over a year. Other
folks have watches from their
fathers which they plan to will
to their sons
*
But this about
knives.

Sometime ago I reached a
particular conclusion about
knives and myself. Since I kept
losing good knives I reckoned
that, in the grand scheme of
things, I wasn’t intended to own
one. So I started buying cheap
knives. Actually, that was only
part of the reason for buying
cheap knives. I also began to
realize that with the money I
spent on good knives which I
always lost in a week or two I
could rent a salmon beat on the
Miramachi River for a week.
While I’ll admit my reasoning
about cheap knives wasn’t all
that scientific, it has worked out
well. The first cheap pocket
knife I bought after making the
decision cost $2.50 and I had it
for a year and a half before it
simply disappeared one day.
The last time I bought a knife
it was down at Herbie Nilson’s
Sporting Goods in Farmingdale.
Herbie’s wife Anita waited on
me and when I told her I was
looking for a cheap jacknife,
she began rummaging around
under the counter and found an
old box full. She allowed as how
she’d had that particular batch
for a long time and could let me
have a knife with a three-inch
blade for $1.95. Well, I know a
bargain when I see one, so I
bought three of them.
I’m not trying to say those
knives were anything special.
“Made in Japan” was punched
into the blades and the metal
was really too soft to take or
hold a good edge. The handles
are made of imitation bone
plastic. Still, those knives have
been serviceable. I’ve lost one
of them, but I’ve had the second
one for over a year now and
when you consider that I carry
it constantly in my pocket and
haven’t lost it yet, that’s quite a
record.
Personally, I don’t know how
a man can get along without a
pocket knife. The one I carry
does everything from slice open
envelopes to field dressing the
little buck I shot last fall.
There’s always something that
needs cutting. My children
bring me oranges to be peeled
with that little jacknife and I
use it to scrape out the carbon
that builds up on the sides of
the bowl of my pipe.

Sometimes a pocket knife can
be used to avoid serious trouble.
That was the case one frigid
November morning four or five
years back when Old Bill and I
accompanied a guide to a rock
pile in Harpswell Middle

Bay where we were going to
shoot black ducks. While setting
out the decoys, the guide ran
the boat over a submerged
ledge and broke a shear pin.
Since it was a mile-and-a-half
up-wind to paddle back to the
boat launch, and the guide didn’t
have another pin, it looked as
though we were in trouble. Not
so. The guide borrowed Old
Bill’s pocket knife and used it to
pry a slat loose from one of the
lobster traps which had been
piled on the rockpile to wait out
the winter by one of the area’s
lobstermen. Then the guide
used a rock and the knife blade
to pound the head off the nail
and cut it to appropriate size
for a make-shift shear pin. Old
Bill’s knife blade broke in two
places, and he was kind of
disgruntled about that, but we
got some shooting that morning
and didn’t have to row back, so
he just grumbled a little bit.

I remember another time Old
Bill and I were fishing for
landlocks at Parker Pond in
Mount Vernon when a thunder
and lightning storm came up
from no place. Old Bill doesn’t
care for lightning at all and his
firm rule whenever he even
hears thunder is to get off the
pond as soon as possible. We
beat it to the nearest island
and, just as great drops of
water began splashing down, we
rushed up onto the porch of an
empty cabin on the little island.
It could have been a boring
interlude, but I had my jacknife
in my pocket and challenged
Old Bill to a game of mumbletypeg, something neither of us
had done since we were boys. It
was great fun with the thunder
crashing and the rain pouring
around us and I won a buck and
a half during the hour or so it
took the storm to get by.
About the only thing I can see

Pine Tree Rambler

By Harry Vanderweide, Editor
wrong with cheap knives is that
they are hard to keep sharpen
ed and you can look kind of
foolish sawing away at a piece

of string someone has asked
you to cut.

Continued on next page

"WOULD YOU BELIEVE SIX TIMES
BETTER N THE LONG RUN?”
As Mariner Outboards are
getting around, so are stories like
this. The outboard that’s alreadyproven itself on four continents is
proving to U. S. boaters that it
really is better in the long run.
Fdr a catalog of Mariner Out
boards from 2 to 175 horsepower,
write Mariner, Dept. MS3 at the
address below. Or call toll free
800-558-9758, An authenti
cated Mariner tale of your own
which we use in advertising
will get you $200.

"I run a salmon fishing fleet
of a dozen boats out of Bethel,
Alaska. We used to go through
three pairs of your competitor’s
motors a season on every boat.^
totally wear them out’.’
I
“When we w?ntto Mariner 60,
one pair of motors lasted two entin
seasons and most of them are still
going strong in their third season’.’
Sincerely, Terry Yeager,
Bethel, Alaska.
An entire season may not seem
like much to you,
j—
but these outboards
JT
were run as many
JtBi
hours as the average
boater logs in
Le-c ’MiMar
20 seasons!
j

Thermostatically-controlled
cooling system improves
idling.
I

*TJQMffWAER
*-"7, OUTBOARDS
A BRUNSWICK COMPANY

1939 Pioneer Rd., Fond du Lac, Wl 54935

Through-prop exhaust
reduces drag, cuts noise.

Shock absorbing prop
hub. No shear pins.

i

High grade stainless drive
and prop shafts for saltwater
corrosion resistance.

Fixed-jet carb. No needle
valves, almost no adjust
ment required..

Coated water passages cut
corrosion.

BRUNSWICK
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The Ever-Popular Mickey Finn
When we delve into the or
igins of very famous flies, we
expect to find tales of genius
anglers, great moments of in
spiration and huge fish. Indeed
this is often the case. But this
month’s subject, the ubiquitous
Mickey Finn, seems to have
come into being more or less by
spontaneous generation rather
than inspiration.
I doubt that there is a serious
fly caster or salmon troller in
the State of Maine that does not

have at least one Mickey Finn
in his or her collection. For
many anglers, the Mickey Finn
has meant the difference be
tween a successful outing and a
complete failure on more than
one occasion.
Yet this cheerful red and
yellow bucktail’s roots are
rather obscure. Unlike the 9-3
or the Grey Ghost, there is no
brilliant Herb Sanborn or crea
tive Carrie Stevens in the Mick
ey Finn’s past; only the testi-

FIREARMS SPECIALIST

Model No. 29
.44 Magnum

Browning, Weatherby, Remington, plus all other makers.
Rifles, shotguns and pistols. New and Used.
Complete line of Black powder Guns and Accessories.
Reloading Equipment, I stock many Ruger No 1. & 3 Rifles.
Many S&W, Colt and Ruger Handguns.

D.L. Fleury’s Sporting Goods Inc.
David L. Fleury
(Where The “Bomb Shell” is at)
Rt 202, Winthrop, Maine 04364

207-377-8277
Mon-T ues-Thurs-Friday
10:00a.m. -9:00 p.m.
Wednesday

s

3rd ANNUAL

6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

monies of thousands of success
ful fishermen.
The Mickey Finn was first
known simply as the “Red and
Yellow Bucktail.” It was in use
at least as early as 1926 when
the late Ray Bergman recalled
using the pattern tied on oldfashioned snelled hooks.
Little is known of the fly’s
exact origin. It is possible that
the grand old William Mills and
Sons tackle shop in New York
was the first to market the
bucktail. It certainly was the
establishment in which many
anglers were first introduced to
the pattern. But it really doesn’t
matter who tied the first Mick
ey Finn. The pattern is too
simple and too obvious not to
have come into being a thou
sand times over. Sooner or
later, practically any fly tyer
might have come up with the
combination of silver body and
red and yellow bucktail.
The pattern seemed to lie
dormant for several years.
Then, in 1932, it was “discover
ed” by John Alden Knight, an
outdoor writer from Pennsyl
vania. Mr. Knight was fishing
for brook trout on the waters of
a private club just north of New
York City when a friend asked
him to give the William Mills
and Son bucktail a try. The fly
made a creditable showing with
the stocked trout in the club
stream that day.
Four years later, while visit
ing a fishing club in Ontario,
Canada, Jack Knight had occa-

FISHING
And OUTDOOR

EXPOSITION

MAINE
FLIES
By
Peter G. Walker
sion to give the fly a more
thorough test. This time the
quarries were larger, wild
brook trout that had a reputa
tion for being finnicky. Knight
convinced a fellow fly fisher
man to give the little bucktail a
try. On the second cast, the
astonished angler took a twopounder. Jack Knight himself
caught and released about 75 of
the big brookies during the
course of the afternoon. He
promptly named the bucktail
the “Assassin.”

The name, of course, never
stuck. A few months later an
other writer, Gregory Clark, of
Toronto rechristened it Mickey
Finn after the poisoned drink of
the same name.
With the support of noted
outdoors writers behind it, the
Mickey Finn abruptly rose to
stardom. John Alden Knight
published an article extolling its
virtues in a nationally distri
buted hunting and fishing mag
azine while the famous Weber
Tackle Company featured the
pattern in its ads. By the time of
the 1937 Sportsmen’s Show in
New York, the Mickey Finn was
the hottest fly in the country.
The Mickey Finn became an
overnight sensation as the
result of the publicity. But a fly
pattern’s popularity is not main
tained on publicity alone. Those
who tried the new wonder fly
caught fish - all kinds of fish in
all kinds of situations. In the
Northeast, brook trout, brown
trout and landlocked salmon

MICKEY FINN

Hook sizes:
Brook trout and white perch sizes 6, 8, 10 or 12 (3x to 6x
long).
Smallmouth bass - sizes 2, 4, 6
or 8 (6x long).
Pickerel and largemouth bass
- keel hooks in sizes 2, 4, or 6.
Landlocked salmon and brown
trout - sizes 2, 4, or 6 (6x to lOx
long) for casting or size 4 hooks
in tandem for trolling flies.
Head: black thread (yellow
painted eye with red pupil op
tional)
Body: wide, flat, silver tinsel
Rib: oval, silver tinsel
Wing: three very sparse
bunches of bucktail, yellow over
red over yellow. Calf tail is
often substituted in the smaller
sizes.

PUBLISHED!
THIS MONTH •

• Enormous Fishing
Tackle Displays
• Boats • Motors
• Hunting Exhibits
• Lodges

Stories of the
MAINE OUTDOORS by
Gerald E. Lewis
• Rated "EXCELLENT” by the
Bangor Daily News
• The best of North-country
story telling

MY BIG BUCK
Outdoor Stories of Moine

MOST COMPLETE & ADVANCED

211 Pages — 32 Illustrations

Paperback $4.95

• Told with typical Maine humor, read
about the exciting struggle to land a
giant salmon, the suspenseful and
touching hunt for the ideal buck, and
much more.

☆--------------------------------------------------------

children under u-$i w

FISHING CLINIC & SEMINAR PROGRAM
EVER HELD IN THE EAST
T • Skerato'V enter
..

succumbed to its charms. In the
Northwest, anglers found steel
head and rainbow trout vulner
able to the simple bucktail.
Others tried the fly on black
bass and got results. Saltwater
fly fishermen successfully
adapted the fly for striped bass.
Even the Atlantic salmon, king
of North American gamefish,
has been taken on Mickey
Finns.
It is difficult to explain the
fly’s almost magical allure. It
certainly doesn’t closely resem
ble any natural food that a fish
might encounter. Apparently
fish take the Mickey Finn for
what it is: a bright, cheerful,
appealing little bucktail fly.

ALSO NOW
AVAILABLE

THE ALLAGASH
By Lew Dietz

Story of on
*
of the few wilderness rivers in the U.S. Mr. Dietz takes us on a white
water canoe trip down the Allagash and along the way gives us a colorful history
of the entire region. Illustrated.

1st Paperback Edition — 248 Pages $4.95

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

-------- -------- 1
_____ Copies My Big Buck ($4.95 ea.) Add 5% Sales Tax---------- |
_____ Copies The Allagash ($4.95 ea.)_______ Total Enc.
WE PAY POSTAGE. Orders shipped within 2 days
Mail To: Thorndike Press, Thorndike, Me. 04986
Name

____________________________ __ ________________

Address

______________________________________________ |

Town

|

_______________________ _Zip___________ I

WED-FRI 2-10 PM eSAT 10 AM-10 PM eSUN 12 NOON-7 PM
Available soon in your Local Bookstores

BDN
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Millinocket Lake Angling Improves
If you like bright winter light
and a feeling of spring in the
air March is the month to go
ice fishing. The conditions this
winter, like many winters in the
past, have varied from ideal to
horrendous.
Some local lakes have been
rather surprising this year. Per
haps you think that all the good
fishing has gone by. Not so.
Those anglers who had shacks
on Sandy Stream Cove of Millin-

heard so often, was shrouded in
a variety of things. Overfishing
in the past was an obvious
contributor to the downslide.
Lack of sufficient smelt and
other baitfish populations was
at a critical low. Water levels
had varied with both natural
and un-natural (control dam
draw downs for the paper mills)
water fluctuations.
This winter of ice fishing
there has proven that, given the

Millinocket Lake was hot this winter. Shown is
Dave Skipper with a good togue taken recently on
this popular lake near the town of the same name.
Not all the stories are that promising. [Photo by
Dave O’Connor].
ocket Lake have found the fish chance, a lake can come back.
ing to be far above average.
Anglers have flocked to the lake
in increasing numbers and their
Lake trout have been getting
bigger, and the salmon popula rewards have been some fine
tion seems to be on the in catches of adult togue and sal
crease. The togue numbers in mon.
any given lake are often subject
to wide changes. Millinocket
Why all the concern for a
Lake has been one of those single lake? That’s an easy
question marks for several answer. Millinocket Lake lies
years.
just a few miles north of the
town by the same name. Be
Biologists have worked long
cause of this geographical set
and hard to find out why the
ting the recreation value is high
fishing was often so poor on this
for those natives in the area,
lake. The answer, as we have

and those who visit there over
the course of the year.
Many, many people invested
thousands of dollars in family
camps on the lakeshore. As
time passed the lake became
less and less productive. I can
remember the time when it was
not worth setting up an ice
fishing tilt, or trolling a stream
er.
Things changed because
people cared. The local sports
man’s club (Fin & Feather)
encouraged the state to do more
work on the lake. The fishery
biologists did their part. You
have to give credit to Great
Northern Paper too. As it be
came more obvious that water
draw downs were causing prob
lems the situation was more
carefully watched.
The result has been success
and a hopeful trend that things
will be restored to a level more
fully approaching the potential.
That hasn’t been the case
everywhere. Ice fishing at
Chamberlain and Eagle Lakes
in the Allagash has been very
poor.
Starting about two years ago
these two great coldwater lakes
started, it became obvious to
the most casual observer, down
the long slide to nothingness.
Personally, that makes me very
sad because some of my finest
Maine outdoor moments have
been spent either on the ice or
in a boat while fishing these
waters.
I think this southern terminus
of the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway has been subject to
overfishing and too much pollu
tion. The latter may be more
widespread and important than
we realize. Officials may feel
differently but I see it this way;

Southern
Aroostook
Dave O’Connor
Star Route, Box 36-B
Sherman Station
Chamberlain and Eagle lakes
have been hurt by spruce bud
worm spraying campaigns, silt
washing in from adjacent lands
where heavy clear cutting has
taken place, and possibly the
“acid rain” that is effecting the
whole northeast region of the
country.
Spruce budworm spraying has
not taken place on the Allagash.
There is a “safe corridor”
along the river where no spray
ing is allowed. But, the waters
that feed the Allagash have
been sprayed as well as the
lands far away from the river.
Underground water trickles
through this system to eventual
placement within the river sys
tem.
Allagash Stream tells you
another story. Soper Brook
gives the story more validity.
And, there are plenty of other
signs. Silt does flow into the
river system from the wood
harvesting operation. In case
you were unaware the Great
Northern has been using me
chanical wood harvesters for
years in the area around the
Allagash. Whole townships have
been cut up in gridworks of
permanent roads. The harvest
ers have cut swath after swath
in straight lines, leaving a strip
of trees inbetween. The paper

companies will tell you that this
is inferior wood and would al
ways remain that way. It need
ed “management”.
I’m beginning to think that
when someone from the logging
interests says an area needs
“intensive management prac
tices” that they are saying,
“Cut everything from horizon to
horizon and begin again.” When
this happens it leaves a perma
nently damaged land where the
runoff in spring carries off lay
ers of topsoil.
Acid rain has been adequately
covered by many other publica
tions but those who may have
missed the implication for
Maine might want to know a
few basics. Acid rain is really
airborne pollutants carried from
as far away as Ohio or Mary
land to the northeast on the
prevailing wind currents. Then,
in a rain storm they deposit
these deadly pollutants on the
lands and waters of the state.
The result is an acid condition
in soil and water. Not good
news for fish or wildlife.
Moderate fishing pressure can
then become “overfishing ”
when these other factors are
taken into consideration. The
battle isn’t lost but it isn’t won
either.

Quality Flies • Fly-Tying Materials

LET THE MAINE SPORTSMAN
BOOK OF DEER HUNTING

GUIDE YOU

The Ma ine Sportsman Book of

DEER
HUNTING
A complete
guide to
whitetail
success

Here are 22 Chapters of solid
information about deer hunting.
From past issues of the Maine Sportsman
we have compiled a book that can help
y<?ur deer hunting from pre-season pre
paration to cooking venison-all written
by experienced deer hunters and guides
from Maine who fill their deer tags year
after year. Whether you’re after a fat doe
for the freezer or a trophy buck for your wall, this book can help
improve your chances. It’s all here. Advice on guns, clothing and
equipment. How to use a deer stand, still hunting and snow tracking.
How and where to hunt the vast and uncrowded northern zone. How to
locate a 200-pound or better buck that will give you membership in the
Biggest Bucks in Maine Club and even a membership application
blank for that big deer. A helpful refresher course for the
experienced hunter or a great training aid for the novice.

Rods • Reels • Tackle • Rod-building Kits
Specialized
Material Service by a
Professional Tyer
• Free Catalog on Request

BANGOR FLY AND ROD WORKSHOP
303 BROADWAY
BANGOR, MAINE 04401
(207)945-5587

-Flies for Bangor Salmon Pool
-Large selection of Atlantic Salmon Flies
-Everything you need to tie Atlantic Salmon
Flies
-Large selection of casting and trolling
streamers
-Custom line of Graphite and Borongraphite rods
-Complete selection of Rod building
Materials and Kits

Retail • Wholesale

Edited by Harry Vanderweide

Please send me ____ copies of THE MAINE SPORTSMAN BOOK of DEER
HUNTING at $4.50 each (Maine residents include .25 sales tax and handling)

NAME ___________________________ _________
ADDRESS

Mail to:
Maine Sportsman
—3
Box 507
----------------------------------------------- ZIP-------------------Yarmouth, Me 04096
Make checks or money orders payable to MAINE SPORTSMAN

THE GATEWAY
DINING, DANCING, COCKTAILS
AND COFFEE SHOP

JUST OFF I-95
AT
JUNCTION 2-7-11-100

NEWPORT, MAINE
04953

SNOWMOBILER’S PARADISE
IN
THE HEART OF THE BIGELOW REGION
* * * OVER 100 MILES OF TRAILS
KERN’S
* * * LARGE COMFORTABLE ROOMS
lMN|
‘ * * HOME COOKED MEALS
IININ
* * * COCKTAIL LOUNGE
&
* * * BAND SAT. NITES
MOTEL * * * GUIDED TRIPS
MAKE RESERVATIONS EARLY
TEL. 246-3333
RALPH & DOLLY LaLEMAND EUSTIS, ME. 04936
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March Ice Fishing Promising
If things continue the way
they have the past three months,
rabbit hunters will be having a
hard go of it this month. I can
remember early this winter I
predicted a fair to good season
but it has been nothing but the
contrary. From reports coming
in from most parts of Cumber
land and York counties, this
could very well be the slowest
rabbit season this part of the
state has seen for quite some
time.
Conditions have been far from
ideal, and this seems to have
been the biggest handicap to
both dogs and hunters. In Janu
ary we received good quanti

ties of snow, but rain and crust
conditions followed, making
running by dogs almost impos
sible in most areas. February
wasn’t much better.
Ice fishermen have had their
ups and downs this winter also.
Great East Lake started out
with a bang, tapered off for a
couple of weeks in January and
started to pick up in the early
days of February. Some fine
catches have been reported and
it’s still my belief Great East
will continue to produce this
month.
As of this writing (Feb. 8),
the main body of Sebago from
Frye Island to Nason’s Beach is

CENTRAL MAINE
TAXIDERMY SCHOOL

still open and it is rumored
unless some cold weather
comes along soon it will remain
free of ice the rest of the
winter. At the Station, and for
some distance off the shore
there is still plenty of ice,
however, and some impressive
catches have been reported,
particularly two 10-pound togue
and several smaller, but hefty
examples taken from the lower
bay area.
March should see some good
opportunities off Ward’s Cove
for togue and perhaps action
will continue near the Station as
well. This fisherman will be
hitting the Camel’s Pasture and
immediate area as often as pos
sible.
Sebago has shown some big
cusk and whitefish this winter.
According to sources, cusk have

Southern

Sebago
Al Raychard
69 Water St.
Saco 04072

been running anywhere between
1^2-5 pounds while the whitefish
have been tipping the scales
between 3 and 5 pounds!

Smelts appear to be making a
strong comeback this year; sev
eral fishermen have reported
seeing large schools in Nason’s
Brook and that immediate vici
nity. Hopefully it will continue
to show in the salmon and togue
as it did last year.
Finally, Hancock Pond has
been producing some fine
browns as predicted. At least a
half dozen reports of fish hitting
2 and 3 pounds have reached

Classes Begin
In April
And September

this desk in the last month. It
should continue to be produc
tive, perhaps more so, in
March.
*««

A letter from Hall Sawyer of
South Windham says when peo
ple now join the National Wild
Turkey Federation from Maine
for $10, the Maine Chapter will
be rebated $2. Checks must be
made out to “The National Wild
Turkey Federation,” but should
be sent to Maine Wild Turkey
Chapter if the rebate is to be
credited. The address is Wood
lawn Ave., South Windham,
Maine 04082.

If Interested Please Call

445-2786
Taxidermist, David Cote

RT. 32
SOUTH CHINA, MAINE 04989

PHONE: 207-445-2786
TAXIDERMIST-DAVE COTE

White Canoes - Great Canadian Canoes & Kayaks
Glastron - Starcraft - Mercury

CLOUGH AUTO MARINE
Highland Ave., Gardiner Tel. 207-582-2520

GET THE JUMP ON
SPRING CLEAN-UP
...PON'T litter
IN THE WINTER !

A G. STORES
Mr. and Mrs. Consumer:
We would like to give you a few of the many rea
sons to shop the great family store in your neighborhood
- THE AG STORE - where the owner has your needs
and at competitive prices too!

KEEP
MAINE
SCENIC
State Park I Recreation Commission

Aujusta Maine

GREAT BAIT
FORTROUT!

— AG Stores feature weekly specials.

— AG Stores feature nationally advertized brands
along with our Shur-fine and Maine Candy Kitchen labels.
— Your local AG Store is just around the corner.
With these days of gasoline shortages, we all know how
imporant that is.
— Most of all, AG Stores are large enough to ser
vice all your needs, yet small enough to remain court
eous and friendly.
Tel: (207) 582-6500

A favorite meal for hungry trout. Sizes
1 / 32 oz to 1 / 2 oz and colors that match
the feeding patterns of trout. Polished
brass and silver plated blades for maximum
light reflection. Specially designed hooks
with naturally pulsating hand tied tackle.

FOR CATALOG SEND 25® TO DEPT 2A9

YAKIMA BAIT COMPANY
P.O. BOX 310 GRANGER. WA 96932
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Central Ice Fishing Off Pace
This winter continues to be a
mediocre one for Central Area
ice fishermen. The activities of
even the “die hards” have been
curbed by a tremendous variety
of hostile weather changes
ranging from 20° below temper
ature readings and blizzards to
warm muggy periods of rain.
Anglers who dared venture
forth to set their tip ups, found
the fishing was spotty.
The results of the first annual
“Friends” Family Derby held
locally would hardly be indica
tive of the typical fishing we
have been experiencing this
year. This derby attracted vast
numbers of fishermen and had
near perfect weather conditions
on their derby day. The results
due to the Sheer number of
people out were above average.
Messalonskee Lake was fished
quite heavily and produced a
good percentage of winning fish.
John Gilly of Skowhegan caught
a dandy 3-pound, 13-ounce brook
trout for top honors in the class.
Tracy Nye’s two and a quarter
pounder finished a very respect
able runner up. Tracy’s fish
also came from Messalonskee.
Stockings from three to five
years ago of brook trout in
Messalonskee Lake apparently
have been responsible for these
catches. Good landlocked sal
mon catches from Messalonskee
are frequent when the weather
permits and this derby day was
no exception. Joe Poulin of Oak
land caught the winner when he
hauled a fine 6-pound, 6-ounce
silversides through the ice. This
was the finest cold water entry
of the day. Second place was
iced by Sonny Payson of Read
field with a nice 3-pound, 3ounce fish also from Messalon
skee.
Ron Brown of Waterville and
Gary Fuller of Sidney finished
one-two in the brown trout cate
gory with fish of 2-pounds, 10ounces, 1-pound, 12-ounces, re
spectively. Both brownies came
from the depths of McGrathSalmon Lake in Oakland.
Warm water species winners
were very impressive too. The
largest fish of the day was a
7-pound, 4-ounce bass caught by
Doug Flewelling of Oakland.
Doug’s fish was taken in Salmon
Lake. Unusual is the fact that
Salmon Lake is not known for
its production of lunker bass.
(It is widely known for brown
trout.) Three additional bass
prize winners were, however,
taken from a much more famili
ar bass yielding lake; East
Pond. Rich Nadeau of Water
ville iced a dandy 6-pound fish,
7-ounce fish, beating Joe Catala
no’s 6-pound, 4-ounce heavy
weight by three ounces. Catala
no, a resident of Nashua, N.H.
had the largest fish entered by
a resident of Nashua, N.H. had
the largest fish entered by a
non-resident. Oakland’s Robert
White also iced a near 5-pound
bass from the waters of East
Pond. Dale Tilton and Paul
Damren, both of Oakland, took
top honors in the pickerel cate
gory. Dale’s fish tipped the
scales at 4-pounds, 5 ounces,
and Paul’s was a bit lighter at
4-pounds, 2 ounces. Both fish

were taken at Messalonskee
Lake.
A week later severe arctic
weather coupled with bone chill
ing winds had the thermometer
well below zero. This was Der
by Day for the Oakland H.S.
Athletic Team’s 7th Annual con
test. The results were more in
line with this year’s fishing.
Cold water species were rare
and lunker fish virtually absent
at the weigh in. Howard Peter
son won top honors with a 2%
pound brown trout and Howard
Cole had an identical 2% pound
salmon. The waters the fish
came from were predictable.
Peterson’s brownie came from
Salmon Lake while Cole’s sal
mon was iced across the hill on
Messalonskee.

this relatively small lake. For
big bass go to East Pond. Your
luck will be as good as anyone’s
on that lake. Togue are not
found in the Belgrade Chain,
however, across the Kennebec,
China Lake looms with its oc
casional lunkers.
Speaking of China Lake, don’t
forget the big China Volunteer
Fire Dept. Derby March 4th. It
will be a good one!
* * *

Central Area
Dick Drysdale
Rte. 2, Box 99A
Horn Hill Rd., Fairfield

Rabbit hunters have been ex
periencing a banner season.
Last month I reported the hare
population was on the increase.
This month I will add to this in
saying the hare population is at
its highest in many years. Re
cent rains have crusted the
snow enabling all wildlife (in

i

Elusive target, the snowshoe hare provides good
hunting action in March. [Nancy Drysdale Photo].
Rabbit Hunt on Saturday March
10th. The weigh in will be held
at the clubhouse which is lo
cated about a mile down the
Gray Road from Route 32 just
north of East Vassalboro. Prizes
will be awarded for the heaviest
and lightest snowshoe hare
brought in every hour from 1
p.m. through 5 p.m. A grand
prize for the largest and small
est snowshoe hare of the day is
also given. There are three

grand door prizes in the form of
U.S. Bonds for lucky ticket
holders as well as some donated
prizes. The club house will be
open all day offering the sports
man some good food at modest
prices (And hunting or dog
training tips for free!) Tickets
can be purchased from local
sporting goods stores or club
members. Further information
can be obtained from club offi
cer Joe Doyon at 872-5431.

Fly in Wilderness Canoe Trips
Also Backpacking & Fishing Trips
Canoeing Weekender From $58.00

Paul Dall with two big China Lake togue. China
Lake is becoming a big togue hot spot. [Nancy
Drysdale Phot].

Moosehead Flying Service, Inc.
Box 320F

Greenville Jet., Me. 04442
Fly Safely with Maine’s Only Lady Bush Pilot

cluding deer) to walk on the
thick crust. The crust is even
heavy enough to support most
men! This combination elimi
nates the need for snowshoes
and makes rabbit hunting much
more enjoyable. The hounds
have been having a great
time without the cutting crust.
Paul Hachey of Winslow and
this writer bagged a limit of 4
hare each during our most
recent Saturday excursion. We
were hunting in the South China
region with my favorite basset
hound Tinker. This eleven-yearold female basset is at the
twilight of her career and a joy
to watch. The culmination of
years of hard work and training
have resulted in as wise and
experienced a hound as a man
could ever hope to own. March
is the best month for rabbit
hunting and this year should be
a most memorable one for this
writer.
*• •

Messalonskee also offered the
leading brook trout. It was a
1-pound, 5-ounce fish caught by
Doug Flewelling of Oakland.
The warm water species were
mediocre. Doug Blaisdell’s bass
won top honors and weighed
four-pounds, 7-ounces. As is usu
ally the case, the top bass came
from East Pond. A 4%-pound
pickerel caught by Don Morris
sette was also an award win
ning fish. Messalonskee Lake
yielded this fish.
From reading these Ice Derby
winners, you can almost predict
where to go in the Belgrade
Lakes region for better than
average size fish of each spe
cies. Year in and year out
certain patterns Wbld true. Fish
the weedy south end of Messa
lonskee Lake for big pickerel
and an occasional big bass.
Fish the deep holes and run off
areas for salmon and brook
trout in this lake also. Salmon
Lake produces the best brown
The Waterville Beagle Club
trout fishing in the area. The
“ledges” yield the best fish on will host its Eleventh Annual

Bahr’s Taxidermy
BAHR’s has fish
&
deer head
mounts for sale

Box 5 Cross Rd.
Porter Maine 04068
Call Before Coming 625-8150
Hrs. Usually 9-9

Fish may be shipped to you Via. U.P.S.
In Special Made Wooden Box For $15 FEE
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Dogs, Coyotes Reported Deer Killers
Among the mail this month
cut. A former resident of Ver
was a letter from Buck Snyder,
mont, she says the poacher up
an 81-year-old sportsman and here is the cause for our deer
trapper from Orr, Minnesota. If herd being down. She’s con
you think a bounty system vinced, (and probably by some
doesn’t work, you should read
of
Cleveland
Amory’s
this letter. Up until 1965 they
“Friends”) that coyotes don’t
had a bounty on wolves in kill deer. Says that they’ll eat
Minnesota and they had a large
them once they are dead, how
and healthy deer herd. Since ever. I sure don’t know what
the bounty was removed in ’65
sort of brainwashing methods
the deer herd in his section has Amory uses but he sure gets to
gone steadily downhill while the some misinformed people with
wolf population has increased.
his “do-gooder” anti-kill ser
This is good management? Not mons. Well, I suppose some
to my way of thinking, and it’s people are willing to compro
a situation not unlike the one mise their standards when you
we’re facing in this section of get the kind of money Amory
Maine. Wildlife Management gets! Five will get you ten that
he adheres to P.T. Barnum’s
Unit 3, last fall, in the Rangeley
area, showed a 53% decrease in philosophy that “there’s a suck
the kill over the previous year.
er born every minute and two .
Still the state does nothing posi born to catch him.”
tive to control the coyote! And
Free running dogs are still
this is another reason that continuing to raise havoc with
Glenn Manuel is my choice for the deer. Local Warden Bill
Commissioner. He’s of the opin Hanrahan told me recently that
ion that too much time has been he came across three deer in
wasted and something has got one day that had been killed by
to be done soon to help control
dogs. That same day, which
the coyote. Amen to that!
was several days following the
Ice fishing on Clearwater in
crusting conditions, the warden
Industry has continued to hold network radio was full of dog
up but the two big storms in the complaints from all over the
middle of January slowed state.
things down a little. Porter
And speaking of wardens,
Lake in New Vineyard is report Tom Jacobs who patrols the
ed to have given up some nice
Rangeley area got two poachers
Rainbows this winter too.
back in the middle of January
Among some of the other mail who had killed two deer. They
that was received at my desk in had the deer in their possession
the past month was a letter and it’s rumored that they had
from a lady down in Connecti hung up several more since the

BOB’S TACKLE SHOP
Smelts, Shiners, and Tommy Cods
Mitchell, Penn and Diawa reel repair
88 Newbury St.,
Auburn — Tel. 782-7371
LOCATED ON RANGELEY LAKE

MOUSEKEEPinG

Landlocked Salmon, Native
Brook Trout
Flyfish Back-In Ponds
Canoe Trips - Family Vacations
• Reg. Maine Guide

CAM PS

Landlocked Salmon,
Native Brook Trout

FLVByCK

Bob & Cecile Paradis, Oquossoc, Me. 04964 Tel. 864-5575

FLY’S INC.
PEARSON’S SPORTING GOODS
Mount Blue High School Road
RFD # 2, Box 2598, Farmington, Me 04938
Tel — 778-4885
Guns - New & Used - Bought & Sold, Ice Fishing
Equipment - Smelt Nets, Fly Tying Materials - Knives Snowshoes - Archery - Sleeping Bags - Rubber Paes
and Waders - Back Packs - Rods - Reels - Lines - Lures
- Flies - Hooks - Pack Baskets - Creels - Dog Supplies Topographic, Raised Relief & County Maps - Wool and
Chamois Shirts - Vests - Jackets - Wool Pants Rainwear - Yarns and Crafts for the Ladies.

BaOk

’master charge1

Mon-Tues-Wed-Thurs-Sat
9 a.m. — 6 p.m.
Fri. 9 a.m.-8 p.m. — Sun 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

season ended. People of this
type are truly personna non
grata in our society and deserve
a long solitary stretch in the
“slammer.” Kudos to Tom for
getting those thieving slobs be
fore the judge. I never could
understand a man’s thinking
and rationale in killing a deer
Phil Foster Box 672
out of season or under a jack
light. Nor can I comprehend
Farmington 04938
people who knowingly let their
dogs run loose. The state wide
written about. I am about to
No, Mr. Ritter I don’t want
leash law that is in effect is fine
the coyote here in Maine and if
make an exception in the case
in its purpose but the penalty is
you care a damn about our deer
of Mr. Art Ritter of Wayne. His
far from severe enough. The
herd,
you don’t either.
response
to
my
thoughts
con

state values a deer at over $300
cerning the coyote here in
in terms of money spent to get
Maine and the unquestionable
In conclusion let me say that
one and it wouldn’t be un
damage they continue to wreak
you are free to think as you
reasonable to assess a similar
on our deer herd is another
wish, as are all of us in this
fine for the owner of a dog
great democracy, but please
prime example of the arm chair
running where deer are known
Mr. Ritter, refrain from men
strategists and desk jockeys
to inhabit. $25 in today’s in
who verbalize their narrow tioning my name in the same
flated economy is hardly a de
sentence or with the same
minded attitude toward the true
terrent for some people who
breath as Cleveland Amory.
matter of conservation.
knowingly continue to let their
Had
you been a steady reader
dogs run free.
You’re right Mr. Ritter, I’d
of
Maine
Sportsman, you’d
really
like
to
see
Maine
without
Plans for a state-wide Maine
know that I am a staunch
the coyote! Who needs ’em?
Guides Association are present
adversary of Mr. Amory.
What with the free roaming
ly in limbo. Time and money
dogs,
bob
cats,
poaching
and
are the barriers at this point.
A recent incident in the little
severe winters here that take a
Plans are presently underway
town of Madrid, 22 miles north
devastating
toll
of
our
deer
to organize a chapter of Trout
of here toward Rangeley, adds
what we don’t need is another
Unlimited in this area. Corre
further
impetus to the need for
predator.
spondence from Tom Pero,
coyote
control.
Four deer show
No,
Mr.
Ritter
I
do
not
dis

Taunton, Mass., states that con
ed up right in the middle of the
dain
biological
research,
but
siderable time and effort will be
village recently and efforts to
conversely I don’t hold with a
spent to help get chapters or
shoo
them out of town were met
“
do
nothing
—
wait
and
see
”
ganized here in Maine this sum
with
a definite effort by the
attitude
that
the
biologists
have
mer. This national organization
deer
to
remain. One concerned
adhered
to
for
the
past
14
years
is devoted and dedicated to the
citizen had presence of mind to
either!
No
question,
habitat
loss
preservation and perpetuation
backtrack and found a dead
is a most serious matter that
of clean waters which in turn
deer with several coyotes about
we have to contend with along
gives us our good trout and
to feed on the freshly killed
with the aforementioned causes
salmon fishing. Anyone who
carcass. All the coyotes fled,
of
the
continual
decline
of
our
fishes in the inland waters of
deer herd. Efforts must be di but one male that was extreme
our great state should be a
rected
in this direction also if ly defiant of the presence of this
member. Hopefully we’ll be
man and snarled and bared his
the
deer
are to survive. My
able to launch and maintain a
teeth in manifestation of his dis
sentiments
concerning
the
coy

large and active chapter here in
pleasure. Said citizen returned
ote
in
Maine
are
not
founded
on
the Farmington-Rangeley area.
home, got his gun and shot the
emotionalism. I’ve spent over 40
More on this as things progress.
animal.
years hunting, fishing, trapping
In the nearly two years that I
and guiding here in Maine and
Copies of various moose bills
have been privileged to occupy
believe my powers of observa
space in Maine Sportsman with
tion concerning these matters to that have been drawn up for
a monthly column, it has been
be reasonably astute and not legislative consideration reach
blinded by textbook theories ed my desk this week, compli
my policy not to respond to
which have been crammed ments of Senator Redmond of
letters written to the editor
down our throats.
concerning matters that I have
Anson,

Rangeley
Franklin Co

1979 THIRD ANNUAL

Eastern
March 14-18
FISHING
and Outdoor
EXPOSITION
SHERATON INN KT™8'’
• FISHING TACKLE
• HUNTING
• BOATS*MOTORS
• LODGES-CLINICS

I-495 & Rte. 111

One Third SAVINGS for Maine Sportsman Readers
The finest outdoor show in the Northeast. March 17 will be Maine Day and the Maine
Sportsman will have members of its writing staff at a booth to meet and talk with you. This
is a pure outdoor show with only outdoor-related displays and many outdoor experts on
hand conducting seminars and lectures

Please send me_______ adult advanced sale tickets to the Eastern Fishing and Outdoor
Exposition in Boxborough, Mass, at $2 each

NAME ____________________________________________ _________ ___
ADDRESS ______________________________________
____________________________________________ —ZIP__________
Make Checks Payable to Maine Sportsman, Box 365, Augusta, Maine 04330
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Dangerous World of the Woodchuck
Carefully extending her griz
zled blunt muzzle from her den
hole, the old female woodchuck
thrust her nose into the air and
took samples of the sweet May
morning. She checked the earth
about her for shadows. Squint
ing off into the distance the
woodchuck searched for signs of
any movement. Cocking her
head she listened. Had the old
female detected danger signals
she would have plunged back
into the comparative safety of
her tunnel. The one-quarter
square mile area that encom
passed the woodchuck’s world
appeared to be tranquil and
secure.
The Indians had appropriately
named this largest member of
the squirrel family monax,
which means “digger.” Dig she
could. Her underground home
would be a miner’s delight neat and tidy as a good cook’s
kitchen. The main underground
chamber was spacious. Fresh
grasses had been carried in for
she instinctively sensed that
shortly she would give birth.
Monax was old as chucks go,
and had delivered four litters in
her five year span. As with
most creatures of the wild she
was a sanitary animal. All food
debris and droppings were rou
tinely buried.
It was a pleasant day and the
sun’s rays quickly warmed her,
stimulating her appetite. Monax
determined to feed on a last
meal of tender dandelion plants
before her confinement. Scram
bling from the tunnel she
extended herself to her full
16-inch height for a check of her
immediate environment. Monax
ambled along; her flat-footed,
short-legged gait combined with
a fat compact body gave her a
humorous appearance. Although
Monax weighed only 11 pounds,

her blunt body exaggerated the
roly-poly effect.
The groundhog fed contented
ly in the center of the large
pasture, as the grass had not
grown enough to offer conceal
ment for her hereditary ene
mies.
Monax
was
una
ware that she was being
observed. Two-hundred yards
distant a man crouched behind
a low stone wall. He carefully

lowered the bi-pod attached to
the barrel of his .22-250 varminter rifle, and extended him
self full length on a flat, table
sized boulder. The farmer will
be pleased, he thodght, when I
show him our first chuck of the
season. This hunter looked for
ward to the spring of the year
in Maine when he could pit his
marksmanship and handloading
skills against the instincts of the
“whistle-pig.” Farmers general
ly welcomed him and he always
gained trespass permission. If
the population of groundhogs
swells in a limited area they
can become serious pests. The
holes they punch in pastures and
the leafy crops they damage

can trouble farmers and gar
deners.
As with many chuck hunters,
he had located this prime hunt
ing site by checking topographic
maps for large areas of green.
This indicated an abundance of
fields. Lining up the cross-hairs
of the 6 power scope on the
gopher’s chest, our marksman
squeezed off his shot. A that
same moment, Monax shifted

position just enough so the .55
grain, spire point bullet went
wide by several millimeters.
Monax emitted a shrill whistle
and scrambled for the pro
tection of her den. Monax would
see another dawn.

Maine
WUdlife
By
Ken Smith
were about the size of a man’s
index finger.
One bright June day, a fivefoot northern black racer was
hunting. The female snake had
already consumed several nests
of field mice, but her hunger
was not slaked. She raised her
head and flicked out her tongue
detecting a tell-tale scent.
Monax had just left her under
ground nest to feed briefly. The
snake plunged smoothly down
the dark main tunnel. Her nos
tril pits guided her like a heat
seeking missile. The large
snake seized one of the helpless
young, unhinged her lower jaw
and swallowed it. Hearing
Monax return, the snake, with
lightning speed, exited through
another tunnel which brought

her out a second entrance to the
burrow. This was dug my
Monax as an escape route, the
entrance concealed in a nearby
rock pile.
By early July the young were
weaned. A diligent and capable
mother, Monax quickly taught
her young to feed on their own.
She also held routine safety
drills. When she emitted a cer
tain sound, they would dash for
their den entrance and slide
pell-mell down the tunnel. The
slower pups received a butt in
the behind from mother to
speed their progress.
Late one August afternoon the
young were eating lush clover
while Monax stood watchful

Continued on next page

TITAN

wood-fired boiler
Tested by Energy Testing Laboratory of Maine

Your solution to soaring
energy costs is now available
from KERR. Check the features
of the TITAN and compare;
• Made in Nova Scotia
• Air-tight combustion
• Secondary air feed
• Brick lined firebox
• Automatic blow down
extinguishing system
• 1/4 " steel plate construction
• Can be installed in
combination with your
existing hot water system

That day, perhaps from the
excitement of the near miss by
the hunter, or maybe because it
was her time, Monax delivered
five young. These were the only
offspring she would bear that
year from a mating which took
place in April with a male who
lived in a large adjacent field.
Groundhogs rarely den to
gether, preferring solitude. Her
young, born naked and blind,

The Black Stove Shop
Stocking 200 Stoves

Energy efficiency
made beautiful

Off Rte. 201
Vassalboro, Me.
1 -207-622-6040

Open Mon.-Sat 9-5. Fri until 8:00

c&eQunstock
We use one of nature’s best
insulators, White Cedar, in
combination with man-made
insulation for a total wall
R-Value of 19 to 27. The ceiling
R-Value can be as high as you
wish. And not only is White
Cedar an excellent insulator,
but it’s naturally insect and rot
resistant. You’ll never need to
paint or stain your L. C. Andrew
log home. That’s why we know
you’ll agree, L. C. Andrew is the
“beautiful way to build.”

Tell me more about the energy
efficient beautiful way to build.
I

Name____________________________
Add ress__________________________
City.

p State

Zip.

i

Building Site______________________

I

L. C. Andrew Log Home Division
South Windham,
ME 04082
MS 3/79

Quality Log Homes

1394 Lisbon St.
Lewiston, Maine
1-207-784-6144

.--------------A beautiful
L.CANDREW way to build”
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Dangerous World of the Woodchuck
Continued from preceding page
guard. The family feeding expe
dition did not go unnoticed.
From a nearby thicket a male
red fox patiently bided his time.
Finally, one of the small chucks
moved to a point near where
the concealed fox crouched.
Springing from cover the fox
seized the groundhog behind the
head, shook it violently and
loped off into the woods.

Scarcely a week passed
when the scenario repeated.
This time the danger came
from above. As with most wild
life, woodchucks do not look up.
A red tailed hawk wheeling
over the field observed one of
the more intrepid youngsters
venturing far from his burrow.
Falling from the sky, it seized
the pup in its hook-like talons.

The prey was too heavy to
allow the hawk to become air
borne again. This gave Monax
time to react and she rushed to
the defense of her offspring,
driving the hawk away. She
would have attacked the bird if
it had not departed. Her young
was severely wounded and did
not live out the night.

The remaining family mem
bers suffered no more mortality
from natural predators. In
September the two remaining
offspring set off on their own,
each selecting abandoned dens
nearby - one in a field, the
other in an orchard. Unused
dens dug by chucks provide
shelter and safety for raccoons,
weasels, skunks, rabbits and
occasionally fox.

As fall settled over the hills of

Maine the two young ground
hogs had established their own
housekeeping routines. Monax
would rarely encounter them.
All ties had been severed. One
October afternoon a young hunt
er, not yet adjusted to the
confines of the classroom,
happily balanced his way along
a stone wall near the field
where one of Monax pups had
located his new home. The boy
saw the gopher and froze. Now
chucks have reasonably keen
sight; they are probably color
blind but can quickly detect
lateral motion. Slowly the lad
raised his battered .22 single
shot rifle, aimed and fired. The
woodchuck pitched over. The
lad was elated. Later he would
carefully dress out the carcass,
removing the scent glands from
under the front legs. Unwanted

parts would be frozen for fox
bait on his trap line. Fat would
be scraped, rendered and used
to dress his boots and snowshoe
harnesses. After the hide had
been tanned it would be tacked
down and cut into boot laces.
Mom would make a tasty side
dish for supper the next day.
The chuck was soaked over
night in salt water and vinegar.
Next evening Mom simmered
the meat with onions until
tender. She removed it, rolled
the meat in flour, browned it in
an iron skillet, then baked in a
roasting pan. Delicious protein.

Early in November Monax
and her remaining descendant
fell into a coma-like sleep. True
hibernators, they would live off
their abundant fat supplies,
while life processes were re

duced to an ebb. Let winter
storms rage, den temperatures
would remain a comfortable
plus 30° F, thanks to the insulatory affects of the snow
layers.

From the foothills of the
Rockies to the Atlantic, Monax
and her kind would remain in a
comatose state until moderating
spring temperatures revived
them. Unaware they have the
distinction of being the only
animal to have their own day
on man’s calendar, unaware of
man’s legend which tells of
them emerging from hiberna
tion every February to seek the
sun, cast their shadow and add
another six weeks to our winter.
Deep sleep to you Monax and
peace.
You have earned it.

★ (GUNS) ★

NORTH COUNTRY GUIDING SERVICE
RFD 3 Box 630
Winslow, Maine 04902

Large selection of
new and used.

SPECIALIZATION, BLACKBEAR HUNTING
Bear Over Baits, May 1 To July 31
Bear With Hounds Aug. 1 To Sept. 30
NOW BOOKING FOR 79 AND 80 BOBCAT SEASON WITH
HOUNDS

Deer & Bear Archery Oct. 1 To Oct. 26
Deer & Bear Northern & Southern Zones

Firearms Nov. 5 To Nov. 24, 79.

WANTED TO BUY

Logs, Stumpage,
Woodlots.
• Fair prices
• Prompt payment
• Reliable operators

Accommodations Include Room,
Board, and Meals
Firearms Supplied If Needed
Deposit Required For All Bookings.

MARRINER
LUMBER CO.

Personal Service By Two Qualified Registered Maine Guides,
Joseph E. Pelletier 207-872-6573
Sam Natole [Plott Power] 207-465-7506

Church Road
Brunswick, Me. 04011
[207] 729-3901

Mike Meagher
Old Brunswick Road
Richmond

Look for sign
on Route 201
737-2637

RAW FURS WANTED
Paying Top Market Prices
for Skinned or Unskinned
Furs
Large or Small Lots Will Travel or Pay Postage

BRUCE GOULD
AND COMPANY
PLYMOUTH, MAINE 04969
Call: 257-2186 257-2830 257-4520

Trout Flies — Trolling Flies — Atlantic Salmon Flies
— Fly Tying Material — Necks — Hooks — Tools —
Fly Fishing Accessories — Bucktails — Customed Tying Service

FREE CATALOG
k FLAGG’S FLIES
Box 574
Old Stage Rd.
Barre, MA., 01005

WINTER SPORTS
ENTHUSIASTS

A bull on the job.
A ball on the weekend.
There’s one pickup out there that plays as hard as It works.
Scout Terra — the four-wheel drive pickup that man
handles mud, snow and sand.
Terra combines a six-foot cargo bed with a 2000-lb. pay
load. And has mbre lockable in-cab storage space than any
standard size pickup.
Come see us about a Scout Terra. One test drive Is all it
takes.

Down East International Trucks Inc.
35 Bedford Street
Portland, Maine
Telephone 772-7448
Located next to U of Maine

Morrison Motors Inc.
2 River Road
Mexico, Maine
Telephone 364-3777

Looking for...
Scout

leads the way.
ik
MnBUMTMIAL NAmeVBI

Morrison & Sylvester Inc.
1175 Minot Avenue
Auburn, Maine
Telephone 783-8549
SACO MOTORS, INC.
Route 1, P.O. Box 351
Saco, Maine 04072
[207] 282-5146
883-4224

I

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ice fishing traps
line
sounders
day packs
sleeping bags
boots
vests

co
CM

CD

CO

THEN VISIT

ARCHIES
182 Water St. Augusta
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Bird Dog Club Banquet March 17
Circle March 17 on your
calendar if you are interested in
bird dogs, field trials and the
chance to meet people who have
like tendencies. That’s the date
of the annual Maine Bird Dog
Club meeting in Waterville.
Plan to be at John Martin’s
Manor Restaurant at 1 p.m. if
you want to hear president
Dave Pierce of Abbot rap the
gavel declaring the meeting
open for business.
The agenda will call for
action on trials for 1979 as well
as honoring hard-working devo
tees of 1978. Election of officers
to steer this bird dog fraternity
in 1979 will wind up official
business.
*
Presently,
the guest speaker
has not been announced, but if
past performance follows, look
forward to an interesting post
banquet session.
This gathering of bird dog
owners is always a highlight of
the early spring days and the
opportunity to pick the minds of
some of Maine’s most learned
professional dog trainers. Many
a stake will be re-run as opin
ions are offered on past perfor
mances. It’s like an old home
week in the kennels. There’s
always a few who leave with
more than they brought when
the door prizes are given. If you
need more information on this
event, drop a line to Dave
Pierce, Alderpatch, Abbot Vill
age, Maine 04406.
*••
It seems fitting and proper at
this time to bring up the project
at the Brownfield Game Man
agement Area. The Maine Bird
Dog Club appointed Jim Smart
of Skowhegan as project man
ager to establish a field trial

area on 800 acres of the area
made available for club use by
the Fish and Wildlife Depart
ment. Cooperating with wildlife
biologists and wardens, the club
has set a series of goals which,
when accomplished, will pro
vide a classy venue for the
holding of field trials, including
a Maine championship, while at
the same time enhancing the
habitat for bird and game
species.
Cutting, grooming, planting
and maintaining the contiguous
courses are part of the master
plan, as is construction of prop
er facilities to accommodate
participants and spectators
while competition is in pro
gress.

The establishment of a Maine
championship will be a feather
in the cap of this hard-working
club as it has long been on its
list of goals.
A look at neighboring Canada
will prove what a championship
stake can generate in the way
of prestige and revenue. The
woodcock championship stakes
held in New Brunswick draws
people from as far away as
Michigan and Pennsylvania and
the news media is attracted to
the unique offering as witnessed
by reports in marly national
publications.
Maine, alone of the New
England states, is without an
area such as the one being
prepared at Brownfield. It is a
possibility because the people
who belong to this club have the
muscle and determination to
see the project to a successful
conclusion. But they need
money. It costs plenty to hire a
brush hog or p bulldozer. It also
costs plenty to build outhouses

that will meet state require
ments. Much help has already
come into the trust fund ear
marked for this project from
the raffle of a valuable shotgun
and other donations from var
ious people in the Skowhegan
area. Jim Smart has done a
superb job as project manager
and deserves the thanks of
every serious dog owner. Now,
it’s time for everyone to back
him up.
To date, the largest contribu
tion has been $2,500. Another
was for $500 and many $50
contributions have come in. It
all helps and so will your contri
bution, no matter how small.
Drop a letter to Jim Smart at 7
Patrick Street, Skowhegan,
Maine 04976 and send him a
contribution if you can.
•••
I received a brochure from
the Elhew Kennels in Scotts
ville, N.Y., the other day and it
is a beauty. It details the his
tory and development of this
outstanding kennel established
in 1936 by Bob Wehle (That’s
Elhew spelled backwards.) Bob
Wehle has a place in the history
of pointers that will last for
ever. His strain has proven to
produce true to type generation
after generation. It is of a
quality that not only wins field
trials, but is appealing to the
eye.
The surname Elhew appears
in more and more pointer pedi
grees, proof of their quality to
breeders over many genera
tions. For those who are stu
dents of pedigree, the prepoten
cy of Lexington Jake and Air
Pilot can be considered foun
tainheads of the Elhew pointer
strain.

Sporting
Dogs
By Wilmot Robinson
The 20-page brochure, avail
able free from Elhew Kennels,
Scottville, New York 14546,
should be in every bird dog

owner’s library, whether he is
a pointer man or not, for the
wealth of information it con
tains.

Plan To Fish And Hunt Down East In Maine At

Chet’s Camps on Big Lake
Grand Lake Stream Township P.O. Princeton, Maine 04668
Famous for its Bass and Landlocked Salmon
Also Trout, Perch, Pickerel
HOUSEKEEPING or AMERICAN PLAN
BOATS, MOTORS
GUIDES
NON-RESIDENT LICENSES
Open May 1 st to Nov. 30th
Rates and Folders on Request

Robert and Judy Miller, Prop.
Tel. [207] 796-5557 or 427-3826 Princeton

SEBOOMOOK WILDERNESS CAMPGROUND
on Moosehead Lake - Northwest Carry

Housekeeping Cabins
Store, Gas, LP Gas &
Flying Service.
Campsites Also Available
on the Famous West Branch
of the Penobscot. Write

Open May 15
Thru Hunting Season

SEBOOMOOK WILDERNESS
CAMPGROUND
ROCKWOOD, MAINE

Greenville 695-2896

WANTED

Everything For The
Outdoorsman

WHITE BIRCH
HARDWOOD PRODUCTS CO.

Sporting Goods
and Sportswear
223 Main Street
Norway, Maine
(207) 743-6602

Guns Bought, Sold
Traded.

GUILFORD, MAINE
Contact: Fred Street, 876-2205

Black Powder, Firearms
and Supplies

MILO SPORT SHOP

Pendleton, Woolrich, Maine Guide
Bass Footwear

West Main St., Milo, ME

943-7465

• Ice Fishing - Eska Mo power augers
& excellent selection of supplies and tackle

RUSTIC LOG FURNITURE

• Fly Tying Materials
• Warm Clothing & Boots - Quality brands

• Guns - Buy, Sell & trade

Durability and quality craftmanship at a reasonable price. Uniquely
designed and finished in carefully selected, beautifully grained white
cedar
Special Sizes-Custom Made

• Ariens Sno Thro - Sales & Service
• Starcraft Boats
• Johnson Outboards Sales & AA Service

Free delivery in Maine — 10% Discount for cash and carry
Open Mon. and Thurs. 9:00 to 8:00: Tues. Wed. Fri. and Sat. 9:00 to 5:00

Dining Rooms:
Bedrooms:
Livingrooms:

NORTHERN FURNITURE DESIGNS, INC.
“The Finest in White Cedar Furniture”
377 Cumberland Avenue
Portland, Maine Tel. 772-5268

Send for
Free Catalog

Sales & Service
NON RESIDENT LICENSES
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Maine Sportsman’s Opinion Poll
Here’s your chance to be heard again...the 1979 Maine
Sportsman Opinion Poll. We’ve selected questions on a wide
range of issues for your consideration and while we don’t
suggest that our poll is scientifically accurate, we do say
that it asks sportsmen about the issues they are most
concerned with. We also can’t promise that by filling out this
questionnaire you’ll be able to change anything, but we do
promise your response will be counted, and you can be sure
decision makers will pay attention to the results.
While most of the questions in the poll are about important
outdoor issues, we want you to know that a few of them are
designed to find out a little about the people who read the
Maine Sportsman. If any of the questions seem to be prying
too hard, just skip them. We won’t mind. But please do fill
out the parts of the poll you think are important and send it
in. We invite any extra comments you might care to make
as well.
1. A common complaint which generates much anti
hunting sentiment concerns driving deer. Do you believe we
should have more stringent regulations against deer
driving?
Yes___ No__
2.Some observers believe that after the first two days of the
season duck hunting success on Merrymeeting Bay dropped
sharply in recent years. Would you favor hunting only on
alternate days on the Bay?
Yes___ No
3. Would you favor no afternoon hunting on the
Bay?
Yes___ No___
4. Would you favor raising the price of trapping licenses as
a conservation measure?
Yes___ No___
5. Would you favor an examination to test the trapper’s
knowledge before he got a license?
Yes
No
6. High speed chases are becoming increasingly common
when wardens approach persons using snowmobiles illegally.
Would you favor increasing penalties to include suspension
of motor vehicle operator’s license if such a chase involved
use of public roads?
Yes
No
7. Would you like to see more primitive campsites in
Maine’s wilderness areas?
Yes___ No___
8. Should the state take a greater role in providing
primitive campsites in wilderness areas?
Yes___ No
9. Should users pay fees for the use of primitive campsites
in wilderness areas?
Yes____ No
10. Should users pay for the use of roads in wilderness
areas?
Yes____ No____
11. Do you think activities by large groups [20 or more
people] should be discouraged in wilderness areas?
Yes___ No____
12. Have you ever been in the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway?
Yes____ No____
13. Do you have the desire to go to the Allagash
Wilderness Waterway some time?
Yes____ No____
14. Have you ever hiked any part of the Appalachian Trail?
Yes___ No____
15. Do you have the desire to hike the Appalachian Trail
some time?
Yes___ No___ _
16. Do you favor a limited moose hunting season?
Yes___ No____
17. Do you believe the bottle bill has cut down on outdoor
Utter?
Yes___ No____
18. Are you in favor of keeping the bottle bill on the books?
Yes___ No____
19. Do you believe the Bottle Bill should be broadened to
include non-carbonated beverages not now covered?
Yes___ No____
20. Do you believe the Bottle Bill has placed an
unreasonable burden on people who sell beverages covered
by the bill?
Yes___ No____
21. Do you believe the Fish and Wildlife Department
should utilize deputy wardens to assist in the enforcement of
fish and wildlife laws?
Yes___ No____
22. Over the past five years the number of deer killed in
Wildlife Management Unit 3 [western Maine] has declined
about 50 percent. Do you favor the taking of bucks only in
WMU 3 as a remedy?
Yes___ No____
23. Recent years have seen an increase in spraying of
herbicides and pesticides in the Maine woods. Landowners
plan to increase the use of such spraying in the future as an
economical way of managing woodlands, and to maximize
the growth of softwoods needed for paper making. Do you
believe herbicide and pesticide spraying in t^
** Maine woods
represents a health threat to man?
Yes___ No____

24. Do you believe such spraying represents a threat to
fish and wildlife?
Yes____ No____
25. Do you believe the state should establish tighter
regulations on such spraying?
Yes____ No____
26. Did you hunt deer in Maine during 1978?
Yes___ No____

27. From your own observations would you say there were
more deer in the woods in 1978 as compared to 1977?
Yes___ No____
28. Do you believe that coyotes are causing a decline in the
number of deer in Maine?
Yes___ No____
29. Do you favor the establishment of a coyote bounty?
Yes___ No____
30. Do you favor efforts to manage coyotes?
Yes___ No____
31. We are seeing increased use of clearcutting of tree
growth in the Maine woods. Do you believe clearcutting
poses a threat to fish and wildlife?
Yes___ No____
32. Do you believe relations between sportsmen and
landowners in the forest lands of the state are worse now
than in the past?
Yes
No
33. Do you believe the January opening for ice fishing is
hurting game fish populations?
Yes____ No____
34. Some people believe that many deer are shot
unlawfully by hunters who have already shot one deer. Do
you agree?
Yes___ No____
35. Do you believe a hunter who has shot his deer should
be prohibited from carrying a rifle in the woods for the
remainder of the deer season?
Yes___ No____
36. Do you believe that wildlands which are taxed on the
lesser tree growth tax rate, rather than land value, should
be required to remain open to the public for recreation use?
Yes___ No____
37. Do you believe an owner who restricts access to his
land should be required to pay higher taxes? Yes___ No____
38. Would you favor giving a tax break to landowners who
do not close their land to recreation uses?
Yes___ No____
39. Did you pick up litter left by someone else on land
other than your own last year?
Yes___ No____
40. Should applicants for a hunting license be required to
have completed a hunter safety training course before being
issued a hunting license?
Yes___ No____
41. Do you believe the practice of hunting bear over bait
should be outlawed?
Yes____ No____
42. Do you believe the practice of hunting bear with packs
of dogs should be outlawed?
Yes____ No____
43. Do you favor the Dickey-Lincoln Dam proposal?
Yes___ No____
44. Do you favor a special deer season for hunters shooting
muzzle-loading rifles?
Yes____ No____
45. If Maine had a special deer season for muzzle-loaders
do you think you would participate?
Yes____ No____
46. Maine now has special stamps to permit hunting of
pheasant and fishing for Atlantic salmon. Do you favor the
use of such stamps?
Yes_____ No__
47. Would you favor the addition of a stamp for brook trout
fishermen?
Yes_____ No__
48. During 1978, did you fish for bass?
Yes_____ No__
49. Do you favor bass fishing tournaments?
Yes___ No____
50. Do you think you might participate in a bass fishing
tournament some day?
Yes____ No____
51. Do you think ice fishing tournaments are harmful to
game fish populations?
Yes____ No____
52. What is your age___ Under 25 ___ 25-35 ___ 35-55
___ Over 55.
53. What is the general level of your income?
___ $5,000-$10,000 ___ $10,000-$15,000 ___ Over $15,000
54. Are you married?
Yes___ No____
55. Check the following items you own: ____ Home
___ Camp ____ Boat ____ Outboard ____ Canoe
___ Sailboat ____ Camera ____ Motorcycle
___ Snowmobile ____ Power Tools ____ Dog
56. Check the following activities you participate or are
interested in: ___ Canoeing ___ Cross Country Skiing
___ Snowshoeing ____ Bird Watching
57. Do you read the ads in the Maine Sportsman?
Yes___ No____
58. How many people read your copy of the Maine
Sportsman?
That concludes the 1979 Maine Sportsman Opinion poll. We
are requesting you to send us your name and address when
you mail in the opinion poll. It is not necessary to do so, and
we will count your response in any case. If you don’t mind,
please fill in the following blanks.
NAME_______________________________ ______________ __

ADDRESS

___________________ __________________

______________ _ _________________________ ZIP__
Please send your opinion poll to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507,
Yarmouth, Maine 04096.
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Trout Unlimited Focus Here
Trout Unlimited is coming to
Maine. The national conserva
tion organization plans to spend
considerable time and effort
this year helping trout and sal
mon fishermen organize new
chapters throughout the state.
TU has dubbed this program
“Maine Emphasis 79.”

Tom Pero, a Trout Unlimited
staff member who has been
named Coordinator for “Maine
Emphasis 79,” explained the TU
is a “grass-roots” organization.
“A Trout Unlimited chapter
gives anglers in an area a real
opportunity to become involved.
It gives them a chance to do
something for their own fish
ing,” he said. Chapters may
become involved in a variety of
projects, such as stream im
provement, angling arts and
educatiqpal programs, and fund
raising.
Currently there are slightly
over a hundred Trout Unlimited
members in the organization’s
only two Maine chapters — the
Sunkhaze Stream Chapter in
Bangor and the Duck Trap
Chapter in Rockland. This com
pares with 20,000 members and
three hundred chapters coast to
coast.
Pero said that he believes
there is great potential for
Trout Unlimited in the Pine
Tree State. “Maine’s rich tradi
tion of trout and salmon fishing
and a growing awareness that
it’s all very finite and must be
protected makes us feel opti
mistic,” he said. “TU needs

r?

0

Trout Unlimited is working to ensure Maine
continues to have trout like this one. [Bo6 Leeman
Photo]
Maine and Maine needs TU,”
he added.
Trout Unlimited is working
closely with the Maine Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife, the Natural Resources
Council of Maine, and local
sportsmen’s groups in deter
mining possible chapter loca
tions.
Tentatively, six primary
areas have been identified as
target sites for new chapters
in 1979: Kittery-Eliot, Port
land, Bath-Brunswick, LewistonAuburn, Waterville and Presque
Isle. However, Pero stated that
TU is anxious to cooperate with
anglers in other,areas who may
be interested in forming chap
ters.
A series of statewide organi
zational meetings is planned for

Sold and Serviced by

J
5/

WATERTRONICS

g

April. Those concerned about
the future of Maine’s trout and
salmon resources should contact
Tom Pero by writing: Trout
Unlimited, P.O. Box 92, Bangor,
Maine 04401.

ROUTE 88
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Phone [207] 846-5124
Phone and Mail Orders Accepted
Call or Write for Catalog and Prices

L.LBean

Sportsman’s Calendar
March 1 to 4, Maine Sports and Camping Show,
Portland Exposition Building.
March 2, Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine testimonial
dinner for Tieche Shelton, first SAM executive
director, 6 p.m., Calumet Club, West River Road,
Augusta.
March 3 to 4, Junior Gallery Rifle Championship,
Hampden.
March 4, 14th Annual Chlina Village Volunteer Fire
Department Ice Fishing Derby, all legal waters.
Weigh-in deadline 5 p.m., China Village Fire Sta
tion where tickets are available. $500 savings bond
door prize.
March 4, 100-shot off-hand 22 rifle competition,
Bridgton.
March 10, Waterville Beagle Club 11th Annual Rab
bit Hunt. Weigh-in 1 to 5 p.m. For information call
Joe Dayon, 872-5431.
March ’ll, four position 22 rifle competition, Oyster
River.
March 13, Maine Ruffed Grouse Society Meeting,
Happy Jack’s Restaurant, Lisbon Street, Lewiston,
6 p.m. Tickets and information from Peter Jordan,
Tripp Lake, Poland. Tel. 998-4074.
March 14, Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine Executive
Board Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Bank of Maine, Win
throp.
March 14 to 18, Eastern Fishing and Outdoor Expos
ition, Sheraton Inn, Boxborough, Mass.
March 17, Maine Bird Dog Club Annual Meeting, 1
p.m., Silent Woman Restaurant, Waterville.
For information write: Dave Pierce, Alderpatch,
Abbot Village, Maine.
March 18 and 24-25, Gallery Rifle Championship
Oyster River Range.
March 31, Big Game Awards Banquet, sponsored by
the Maine Antler and Skull Trophy Club, 5 p.m.,
St. Anne’s Church, Route 25, Gorham. For tickets
contact, Richard P. Arsenault, RFD 3, Turkey
Lane, Gorham 04038.
April 1, general freshwater fishing season opens
statewide except Aroostook County rivers, streams
and brooks open May 1.

SAVE 20% TO 33%
ALL QUALITY MERCHANDISE
Discontinued Items, Broken Sizes
and Samples from all Departments

Extra special values in outerwear.
X-Country Skiis 20-50% off
Selected Altra Kits 50% off
Wood Burning Stoves
Backpacking Equipment
Hunting & Camping Equipment
Ladies’ and Men’s Sportswear and Footwear

Sale Starts February 16th
While visiting our Salesroom pick up
a FREE Spring 1979 Catalog.

L.L. Bean, Inc
Outdoor Sporting Specialties

Only 20 minutes from Portland
Open 24 Hours a Day - 365 Days a Year

*
MASTERCHARGE

VISA • AMERICAN EXPRESS
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Anderson’s East Grand Camps
Formerly Known As
LOU’S EAST GRAND CAMPS
Greenland Cove, Danforth, Me. 04424
Housekeeping Camps—Modern Conveniences
Boats—Motors—Guides—Non-Res.-licenses
Call or Write
Vernal Anderson
11 Main St.
East Millinocket, Maine 04430
Tel. 207-746-5640
Open April 1 — Taking Reservations Now

DON’T GET CAUGHT
WITH YOUR POWER DOWN!
BE READY FOR ELECTRIC EMERGENCIES

Come to or call THE LEEN COMPANY
For an ONAN Generator Set
Before the next power outage
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Trout Unlimited
The guest speaker at the Jan
uary meeting of the Sunkhaze
Chapter, Trout Unlimited was
Alfred Meister, Chief Atlantic
Salmon Biologist, State of
Maine. Mr. Meister explained
the newly revised Atlantic Sal
mon Fishing laws for 1979.
Some members thought that a
few of the changes would be
impossible to enforce. For ex
ample; fly fishing only from the
downstream side of the Joshua
Chamberlain Bridge to the
headwaters of the Penobscot
River. Now, that means the
angler would be required to
have an Atlantic Salmon Stamp
to fish the section of the river
that is tide water, for Atlantic
salmon. The salmon stamp is
not valid without a fishing li
cense, so you would have to
have a license too. Therefore, if
a fisherman wanted to fish for
striped bass in this section of
the river, he wouldn’t have to
have either one. If he hooked an
Atlantic salmon he would have
two choices, releasing it, or

Sunkhaze
Stream
Chapter
Roger D’Errico
chance the strong possibility of
getting caught with an illegally
taken fish.
The same problem would hold
with the new size for double
salmon hooks, “#6”. How can
the Atlantic Sea Run Salmon
Commission limit the size of
any hook on a river of such
volume and size as the Penob
scot? There is no biological
justification in limiting the hook
size. You can’t compare the
Penobscot River with any other
river in the state. It’s in the
wind that as soon as the new
Commissioner of Fish and Wild
life is appointed a public hear
ing will be petitioned for the

...keeping the promise
of power on demand

GREENWOOD MOTEL
THELEEN COMPANY
Portland
52 Union St.
774-6266

Brewer
54 Wilson St.
989-7363

Overlooking Moosehead Lake
Just Beyond Greenville Junction
TEL. 695-3321
Breakfast: 7:30 - 10 a.m.
Make Reservations Now
SKIING - SNOWMOBILING — ICE FISHING

A
TAXIDERMY

Now being offered for the first time
A COMPLETE TAXIDERMY COURSE

The NEW Hunter Orange
Maine Sportsman Jacket Patch

• GAME HEADS • RUGS
• BIRDS • FISH
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS
This is not a correspondence course
For more information write
TAXIDERMY
Box 45
Hinckley, Maine 04944

WEAR YOURS WITH PRIDE!

protects
your
investment

the pickup protector
The Pickup Protector is a pat
ented, one-piece liner that
gives your pickup truck bed
100% protection. After it's
installed, which takes only

minutes, you can use your
pickup for all those tough
chores you bought it for;
with no wear and tear,
scratches, dents or rust.

PACKARD’S TUFF KOTE DINOL
PICK UP TRUCK EQUIPMENT of MAINE
346 MINOT AVENUE — AUBURN, MAINE 04210
DIAL 207-784-5611
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All new design featuring hunter orange
background. Maine outline in green and
handsome buck deer in brown tones
An ideal gift for all sportsmen
Please send me____ patches at $1.75 each
NAME____________________________________
ADDRESS
Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096

purpose of changing the revi
sions pertaining to the Penob
scot River.
May 1 is the date for the 7th
Annual Awards and Auction
Night. The tickets have been
printed and are now available.
With Ernest Schwiebert as our
guest speaker we should have a
sell-out. The place is Killamey’s
at Holiday Inn East, Bangor.
Cocktails 6 p.m., dinner 7:15.
Choice of prime rib or chicken
supreme. Door Prizes! Price,
$15 per person. Don’t wait, con
tact the chapter now, P.O. Box
92, Bangor, Maine 04401. Killarney’s only allowed us to print
200 tickets. Tickets will also be
available at the T.U. booth at
the Bangor Sportsman Show the
first week in April, that is if
there are any left.
Advanced applications for the
chapter’s TU-Pepsi fishing
contest will also be available at
the booth. This is the only open
water fishing contest of its kind
in the state, open from April 1
to October 31 statewide. You
can also pick up applications at
fishing tackle and sport shops,
and anywhere you see a contest
poster. The entry fee is one
dollar. You will receive the
application itself, a bumper
sticker and a copy of the con
test newsletter that is sent out
twice during the season. If you
don’t have a winning entry you
will also have a chance at
winning a Fenwick Graphite fly
or spinning rod.
Charlie Webb, our scientific
committee chairman, has been
working out the final details of
controlling the flow of water at
the outlet of Phillips Lake. The
Board of Landowners at Phillips
are with us all the way on this
project.
March is our annual member
ship meeting. Members are
asked to bring a guest or guests
for an evening of good food,
fishing stories, good friends and
entertainment. We dispense
with regular business meeting
for this night and show our slide
presentation and the Trout Un
limited film. If you are in the
Bangor-Brewer area on March
20th, about 6:30 p.m., stop in
and join us. Dinner is about
$5.25, in the banquet room at
the White Elephant, Wilson
Street, Brewer.
By the time you read this
article the chapter’s fly tying
course will be half over. We had
85 men, women and children
register for the course the first
night, for a record turn out.
This year the course is being
held at the Penobscot County
Conservation Association Club
House, on North Main Street in
Brewer. Ray Stout is chairman
and has put together an ex
cellent booklet for the course,
“Basic Fly Tying Course”.
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Biggest Bucks in Maine Club
William L. Kirchner Jr., New
Providence, N.J., 200 pounds,
November 9, Topsfield.
Bill Landes, Caribou, 201
pounds, Madawaska Lake, No
vember 24.
John Lawrence, Mays Landing,
N.J., 255 pounds, November 17,
Misery Ridge.
Barry LeMont, 36 Easy Street,
Farmingdale, 205 pounds, No
vember 22, Gardiner.
Thomas E. Linscott, Spring
field, 217 pounds, November 6,
Springfield.
Guy Loubier, Sherbrooke, Que
bec, 226 pounds, November 16,
Clayton Lake.
Raymond Luce, Madison, 232
pounds, November 11, Madison.
James Lyons, Shore Road,
Ellsworth, 216 pounds, November
8, Trenton.
Rodney McNeill, Empire Road,
New Gloucester, 230 pounds, No
vember 25, Poland.
Steven Matto Jr., Nazareth,
Pa., 207 pounds, November 17,
Horseshoe Pond.
Clayton McDougal, RFD 7,
Tasker Road, Augusta, 215
pounds, October 28, Middlesex.

. Robert Meisner, RFD 1, Turn
er, 228 pounds, October 28, Rock
wood.
J. Palmer Merrill, 63 Norridge
wock Avenue, Skowhegan, 210
pounds, November 13, Skowhe
gan.
Harold W. Millett, 315 Pine
Street, Rumford, 229 pounds, No
vember 22, Long Pond.
Danny Mills, 10 Campbell
Street, Waterville, 204 pounds,
November 10, Somerset County.
Joseph Mints, Port Norris,
N.J., 212 pounds, Alder Brook.
Gilles Miville, Lauzon, Quebec,
203 pounds, November 15, T13R13.
George Morse, Corinna, 230
pounds, November 8, Exeter.
James D. Moulton, Notch
Road, Hiran, 200 pounds, Novem
ber 4, Hiran.
Jerone E. Mullins, Needham,
Mass., 215 pounds, November 23,
Chase Stream.

Wallace Robinson, RFD 2,
Gerard Peabody, Manchester,
218 pounds, November 17, Lincoln Livermore Falls, 200 pounds,
November 4, Livermore.
Plantation.
Ben Rogers, 3 Simpson Avenue,
James R. Perkins, Harwington, Conn., 225 pounds, November Winslow, 226 pounds, November
16, Corinna.
16, Sebec.
David R. Russell, Millbury,
Richard A. Perkins, Cape Neddick, 215 pounds, November 24, Mass., 212 pounds, November 17,
Pittston.
Newport.
Ernest Saco, Beverly, Mass.,
Brian R. Perry, Falmouth,
Mass., 229 pounds, November 7, 223 pounds, November 7, Soldier
town.
Eustis Ridge.
Alfred R. Shaw, Pompton
Tom Petraska, Chester, Ver
mont, 237 pounds, October 31, Lakes, N.J., 201 pounds, Novem
ber 23, The Forks.
Pittston.
William Sheppard, Bangor
Duane Plourde, Warehouse
Point, Conn., 208 pounds, Novem Road, Bumham, 214 pounds, No
vember 4, Troy.
ber 17, St. John.
Bertie Shoreg, RFD 6, Augusta,
Roy Pooler, 9 Seavey Street,
Waterville, 230 pounds, October 200 pounds, November 25, China.
28, Spencer Bay.
Richard Small, RFD 1, Clinton,
William Prescott, 36 Oak 201 pounds, November 14, Ben
Street, Augusta, 201 pounds, No ton.
vember 13, Pittston.
Gary Smith, Prentiss, Novem
Harold Rackliff Sr., Oakland, ber 10, 213 pounds, Prentiss.
207 pounds, November 11,
Louis Smith, Dixmont, 206
Athens.
pounds, November 20, Lakeville.
Andrew Radko, Tenafly, N.J.,
Robert K. Smith, Berry’s Mill
217 pounds, November 6, Squaw Road, West Bath, 218 pounds,
Township.
West Bath.
Lewis Ridley, RFD 2, Jay, 207
Wilbur A. Smith, Bog Road,
pounds, November 25, Chester North Leeds, 200 pounds, Novem
ville.
ber 11, Monmouth.
James R. Robba, East Bruns
William H. Nichols, Bristol,
wick, N.J., 208 pounds, Novem Conn., 205 pounds, November
ber 11, T3-R11.
16, Nixon.

Stanley Ouellette, Box 183,
Fort Kent, 240 pounds, Novem
ber 3, T14-R7.
Earl W. Graham, Eagle Lake,
205 pounds, November 16, Nix
on.
Anthony Volpe, Flourtown,
Pa., 205 pounds, November 16,
Winterville.

Harvey R. Atkins, Sawmill
Road, Harmony, R.I., 224
pounds, November 11, Wood
land.
Gorden Martin, Soldier Pond,
205 pounds, November 15, T8R10.
Aromond Marquis, Soldier
Pond, 230 pounds, November 15,
Nixon.
John Kresge, Freemansburg,
Pa., 205 pounds, November 7,
Big Black Lake.
Francis Henry, Boyertown,
Pa., 202 pounds, November 11,
Pennington.
Walter P. Mullen, Halifax,
Mass., 215 pounds, November
11, Pittston.
Stephen Corrigan, Caribou,
240 pounds, October 31, Winter
ville.
Raymond E. Leavitt Sr., RFD
2, Sweden, 212 pounds, Novem
ber 11, Sweden.
James A. Bizier, Ridge Road,
Fairfield, 202 pounds, November

11, Vassalboro.
Harold Works, 106 Halifax
Street, Winslow, 200 pounds, No
vember 10, Fairfield.
Tom Ryan, Winslow, 215
pounds, November 11, Pittsfield.
Routhier Clermont, Thetford
Mines, Quebec, 220 pounds, No
vember 15, Daaquam.
James Badavas, Brockton,
Mass., 211 pounds, November 9,
Charleston.
Hollis Adams, Mapleton, 206
pounds, November 24, T18-R12.
Ted Poulin, RFD 1, Belgrade,
207 pounds, November 24,
Smithfield.
Steven Poulin, Battleridge
Road, Canaan, 212 pounds,
November 22, Canaan.
Shannon Dale Mosher, Smithfield, 248 pounds, November 7,
Smithfield.
Willard Smith, Lincoln, R.I.,
207 pounds, November 16, Rock
wood.
David R. Stairs, RFD 1, Dyer
Brook, 210 pounds, November 22,
Dyer Brook.

Arnold Stintson, Beedle Road,
Richmond, 201 pounds, Novem
ber 6, Richmond.
Merritt Stinson, Cushman
Road, Winslow, 207 pounds, No
vember 7, Burnhajn-

INTRODUCING
THE 4 WHEEL DRIVE
SUBARU BRAT.
FUN ON WHEELS

Otis Murphy, Mattapan, Mass.,
November 11, 200 pounds, Rock
wood.

Daniel A. Nelson, RFD 3, Dex
ter, 202 pounds, November 4,
T3-R12.
Dennis D. Nelson, RFD 1,
Corinna, 207 pounds, November
20, Corinna.
William Newton, 21 Spring
Street, Skowhegan, 215 pounds,
October 30, Soldiertown.
Thomas O’Hearn, West Dennis,
Mass., 255 pounds, November 14,
Soldiertown.
Donald E. Olen Jr., 92 Brook
Road, Falmouth, 201 pounds, No
vember 25, Norway.

William G. O’Neill, Stratton,
205 pounds, November 24, Eustis.

Roger J. Ouelette, 4 Sunset
Street, Winslow, 202 pounds, No
vember 25, Dixmont.

William E. Parker, Paulsboro,
N.J., 209 pounds, November 15,
T5-R9

Herb Parkhurst, Morrisville,
Vermont, 202 pounds, November
10, Wilson Mills.

Our new Brat makes
going someplace more fun than
being there. With the mere
flick of a lever inside the car,
this unique vehicle shifts from
full time front wheel drive
to 4 wheel drive.
That means you can go
practically anywhere in prac
tically any driving conditions.
And to see
where you’ve
been, the Brat

has a wide open back complete
with 2 fresh air bucket seats.
What’s more, standard
equipment on the Brat includes
all the creature comforts you’d
want in a passenger car.
Even more comforting,the'
Brat runs on the least expen
sive kind of gas you can buy...
regular.

SUBARU BRA'

- + Mileage may vary depending on the way you drive, driving conditions, the condition of your car and whatever optional equipment
you may have.

CLYDE BILLING, INC.
258 Riverside Drive, Augusta 622-6336
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Barbershop Banter
Where else but in a barber
shop can you find all sorts of
outdoor information on a slow
day at the desk.
This trip for a lowering of the
ears was no exception. Wildlife
news was offered freely from
several in the waiting room,
covering a variety of species
statewide.
Among the observances was a
pack of over 100 coyotes seen in
Washington County from an air
plane. The spotter claimed to
have pictures, but didn’t have
them along. Four coyotes have
been shot over the last few
months in the area behind Ban
gor’s International Airport. Two
more of the strange migrants
were taken this past fall behind
Brewer’s landing strip. The col
or of the animals was also a
major topic of conversation.
Their fur coats ranged from
light cream, to grey, to varying
shades of brown. All, with no
apparent rhyme or reason. A 50
pound coyote is found not to be
unusual either.
Naturally, the coyote-deer sit
uation got a lengthy session on
the floor. The canids got the
short end again. Hard evidence
against them continues to
mount up in known deer kills.
Sited instances at the roundtable were numerous; in some
cases, sickening and heart
rending.
Ice fishing ranked high on the
agenda as well. One chairwarm
er offered that someone took 10
salmon through the ice at Phil
lips Lake within a two-hour
span last week. All of the fish

were 17 inches long. He said
that they were apparently from
the 800 stocked there in Novem
ber. Emotions were mixed on
that one, but most agreed it
was another Fish & Wildlife
Dept, boo-boo, (if true). Shades
of that Eagle Lake fish slaugh
ter a couple of winters ago.
Landlocks were also coming
in fast and furious at Branch
Lake, but most were of the
short variety. A shame to hook.
One disgruntled angler was
seen hauling the insides out of a
small salmon while dislodging
the barb, then slammed it back
down the icehole. Another
bragged about keeping 15 of the
little fellas. That kind of con
duct makes the real sportsman
a little sick inside. The boys
agreed there’s never a warden
around when you really need
one.
Cars on the ice drew a heated
round of discussion. Somebody
remembered there are still two
pick-ups providing cover for
fish at Branch Lake. They’ve
been there for a couple of years
now. Surely, someone will de
posit another there this year.
All it takes is a little courage
and an empty head.
Ice depths on lakes was
brought up for review. Those
knowledgeable enough to know
said ice levels varied consider
ably over the state. Coastal
ponds were not much more
than skimmed over. Whereas
Maine’s northern waters held
solid footings of 15 inches or
more. Central area lake ice fell
somewhere in between.

Everyone agreed on the mild
ness of the winter, the lack of
wild birds, and the population
boom in rural areas.
With those thoughts in mind,
I departed in a heavy aroma of
witch hazel.
Presently there are two
waterfowl programs being con
ducted in “our backyard.’’ In
the Trenton area, Wildlife Tech
nician, Mark Scott and his boss,
Ray Owens are collecting be
havioral data during winter con
ditions for wild ducks.
Owens and Scott tell of sight
ing one huge flock of 800 black
ducks feeding ravenously in a
stretch of eel grass off Trenton.
Owens, who heads up Maine’s
Bald Eagle program at the
University of Maine in Orono,
said in a recent aerial survey,
54 eagles were sighted between
Woodland and Blue Hill Bay. An
average of about 100 eagles
winter along our entire coast.
The largest concentration of the
great birds occurs in and
around the Penobscot Bay area.
The men also mentioned
sighting a raft of about 300
Canada geese wintering in Sulli
van Bay below the tidal falls.
NEEDLES
FROM
THE
PINE: In the winter mailbag

come the first hints of spring in
the extravagantly colored gar
den and seed catalogs. This
month is the time to start a few
seedlings on sunny window
shelves. Topping that list might
be green peppers. A long winter
evening might be more enjoyably passed by straightening
out the tacklebox then watching

MEET ME
AT
LUMS

Bangor Area
Bob Leeman
807 Wilson Street
Brewer

Fly tying and rod making began in earnest with
March. This antique fly-tying equipment is owned
by Bill Clark, a Bangor physician. [Bob Leeman
Photo].
the tube. Maybe splicing a fly
line would be in order. From all
indications, there’s going to be
an even greater invasion on the
Penobscot River come spring.
Biologists are anticipating an
increasing run of fish to help
appease new customers. Nine
foot salmon rods were harder to
find than hen’s teeth this past
Christmas.
Touted Maine angler, and
good friend, Norm Hathaway,
has been wintering in balmy
Florida and guiding sailfish par
ties off the Tampa coast. Now
that’s tough duty. Chalk up the
month of January as another
easy one for Maine deer. The
month was as timid as a weak
and feeble March. It teased of
spring with road potholes, flood
ing, and even pussy willows in
the lowlands. A few canoes
were even utilized for retrieving
flooded out beaver traps. Our

nephew, Charley Berry of Kenduskeag, tells of taking 17 bea
ver and one otter during the
first 10 days of the open season.
Little or no action came after
that, which rang true with
most.
Ice fishing enthusiasts have
had an odd season to say the
least. A rash of plaguing thaws
and nasty weekends playing the
biggest part. Game fish action
has begun to slow as it often
does with a waning season.
Among the queer occurrences
was a two pound salmon with a
plastic worm found in its stom
ach. The fish was taken at
Branch Lake by my son, Bobby.
It must prove the salmon will
take the darn things. Ken Hunt
of Hermon told us of lucking out
at West Lake this season with a
24-inch, 4^ pound landlocked
salmon. That may raise a few
eyebrows for that location.

FISHAHOLICS
POSSIBLE CURES?

FOUR

PENN — FENWICK — GARCIA
SCIENTIFIC ANGLER — MEPPS
SHAKESPEARE — LAMIGLASS
WRIGHT MCGILL — HEDDON
OLYMPIC - KENCOR - ACME
ARBOGAST — MOOSELOOK — MANNS
BERKLEY — DAREDEVIL — REBEL
RAPALA — BOMBER — BURKE
BRIDGEPORT JIGS

MAINE

OVER 3.000
GUNS IN STOCK

wngpg

LOCATIONS

BANGOR • AUGUSTA
WESTBROOK • SO.PORTLAND

TTw Y—r RoundSport>mon'» Show

77ZT
BM"

MOT11
EVERY THURSDAY AT 7:30 PM FREE PUBLIC
FILMS ON FISHING, CAMPING AND HUNTING

i,
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Coyotes, Woods Cutting and Deer
March Hill!
That old axiom meaning that
the potato bin is rapidly empty
ing, there are only a few wrin
kled apples left in the barrels
and the turnips are all gone. No
green vegetables until dandelion
time and the month of March
will be an uphill struggle.
“March Hill” is now but a
distant memory for us, but,
unfortunately, it’s still very
much in existence for our deer
herd.
From now until mid-April is
the time that deer vitality is at
its lowest ebb. Heavy snow
crusts are prevalent, enabling
predators to speed over its sur
face, but, in all too many cases,
allowing • the deer to sink
through and become the victims
of coyotes and free roaming
dogs.
At this point, I’d like to get in
my two cent’s worth about both
of these animals.
For many years I have lived
in the State of Maine without
the benefit of the so-called in
teresting new species, the coy
ote. I am sure that I could have
lived the rest of my life without
them.
Unfortunately, they’re here
and they do kill deer. Equally
as unfortunate is the fact that
man can do little to control
them.
A bounty certainly isn’t the
answer. It has been tried in
other states and hasn’t proven
successful. In order to prove
attractive to trappers a bounty
would have to be at least $50,
and if my readers can’t imagine
what would happen, I’ll jog
their memory.
How many people remember
the bear bounty imposed in
selected townships in Maine 30
years or more ago? Well, I do,
and there were precious few
bears shot in townships that
didn’t offer the bounty. Bear
carcasses were transported
from one town to another all
over the state in order to collect
the money offered for a dead
bear.
Is there any reason to think
that unless all northeastern
states imposed the same bounty
on coyotes this wouldn’t happen
again? It is my opinion that if
Maine offered a $50 bounty that
wasn’t matched by neighboring
states, we’d soon be chest deep
in coyote carcasses and the
Fish and Wildlife Department
would be broke!
Poison? I hope not. It’s too
damn indiscriminate and about
the lowest form of killing I can
think of.
I have no ready answer to the
coyote problem, but inasmuch
as he’s here, I guess I’ll just try
to live with him. At this point I
hope that the Fish and Wildlife
Department won’t declare him
a game animal and thus offer
him protection. He certainly
doesn’t need protection. He’s
doing alright as it is.
A year round trapping
season? Well, I’d hate to think
that there wasn’t a time of the
year that I could take my bird
dog out into the fields without

fearing that she’d be caught in
a coyote trap.
On the other hand, there is
much that can be done about
free roaming dogs. These ani
mals can be, to a large extent
controlled through their owners.
The loss of the dog, coupled
with a stiff fine for its owner
could do much for this problem.
Any dog owner, worthy of the
name knows better than to open
the door to let “Fido” out for a
few hours of exercise!
In all sincerity, I don’t for a
minute believe that either dogs
or coyotes are entirely respons
ible for our diminishing deer
herd, and it is diminishing! It is
my opinion that the two severe
winters of 1969-70 wiped out
nearly 50% of our deer. Due to
accelerated cutting operations
Which are continually encroach
ing upon the winter feeding
grounds and a few other causes
such as indiscriminate snowmo
bile operations, road kills due to
increased traffic, mounting
hunting pressure, and the rap
idly disappearing orchards,
fields and pastures have result
ed in the fact that the deer herd
has never been able to bounce
back as it has in other eras.
Is a “buck law” the answer?
I’ve never believed in one, but
if it would help, then how could
I fault it?

BUTCH’S
FLY SHOP

Anyhow, something should be
done and fast!

•**
Last summer I had the oppor
tunity to accompany Seven
Islands forester Allen Murphy
and N.H. Fish and Wildlife
biologist Karl Strong on a trip
to the Dartmouth College
Grants in the Dead Diamond
region of New Hampshire. The
object: to determine the areas
and specific amounts of soft
wood to be cut in known deer
yards. Seven Islands Co. does
not own land. It is merely a
management company and the
Dartmouth Grants, (27,000
acres) falls in its management
scope. During this trip I was
pleasantly surprised to learn
that many, if not all large
lumber companies are now co
operating with the fish and
wildlife departments of both
N.H. and Maine in an effort to
preserve winter cover for deer.
It is a relatively new project.
Although to date it hasn’t been
spectacularly successful, at
least it’s a step in the right
direction and worthy of the
support of all sportsmen and
non-sportsmen alike.
Most of the following informa
tion has been taken from Mr.
Strong’s book “Evaluative Re
view of Deer Yard Management
Work in N.H. and Maine.”

By Monty Washburn
What constitutes a “deer
yard”? It is an area of soft
woods (balsam fir being a
hands-down winner in import
ance) which produces shelter
for deer during periods of deep
snow. The trees should be at
least six inches in diameter,
with a fair amount up to ten
inches in diameter. Such trees
retain a portion of the heavy
snowfall and make the area
beneath them navigable for
deer. Under ideal conditions,
this softwood stand should be
adjacent to a recent hardwood
cutting, allowing the deer to
forage for shoots and whips.
Incidentally, it has been
determined that at least six
pounds of shoots are required
for each hundred pounds of
deer, per day! It has also been
recorded that during periods of
extremely cold or inclement

weather, deer do not feed for
several days, the energy ex
pended in feeding being in ex
cess of the benefits of feeding.
Of course, deer also browse
on the low hanging limbs of
trees, the cedar being a favor
ite, and on the shores of many
Maine lakes and ponds where
cedar is the predominant shore
tree, one can clearly distinguish
a “browse line,” making the
lower limbs appear trimmed by
a hedge clipper.
The Brown Co., of Berlin,
N.H. was the first to co-operate
in deer yard management by
leaving merchantable softwood
as standing cover for wintering
deer, and below is a list of
landowners and agencies in
N.H. which were consulted re
garding deer yard perpetuation.

Continued on next page

714 Water St., Gardiner

582-3790

CUSTOM FLY
TYING
FISHERMEN AND FLY TYERS WELCOME
FREE FLY TYING HELP
STREAMERS — DRYS — WETS
Salmon and Mackeral
Flies and Jigs

$

MAINE’S NEWEST ORVIS DEALER!
FLIES • FLY TYING MATERIALS

BOB LEEMAN’S
TROUT SHOP
807 Wilson Street
Brewer, Maine 04412
FREE CATALOG

HARDY REELS • FENWICK RODS

Nicatous l9dge b Camps
Secluded Log Cabins and Lodge on 12 Mile Long Nicatous Lake

Remote — Relaxing
Hunting, Fishing,
Vacationing for the
Outdoorsman & Family

Write:
Nicatous Lodge & Camps
Burlington, Me. 04417

Housekeeping & American Plan

Open Four Seasons

MODERN, FULLY EQUIPPED
HOUSEKEEPING COTTAGES

BOATS and MOTORS
DOCKING
GAS and OIL

GRAY GHOST CAMPS
ON MOOSE RIVER
In the Moosehead Lake Region
Jane and Roger Lane
May 1 st-September 30th
Rockwood, Maine 04478
Box 35
Phone: (207) 534-7362

GUN
SPORTS

October 1 st-April 30th
62 Church Street
Livermore Falls, Me. 04254
Phone: (207)897-5291

Enjoy
unbelievable
fuel savings
with the Ashley
economy line
of wood burning
heaters!
Ashley Economy
Models have the thermo
stat, downdraft system,
and other patented
features of famous
Ashley cabinet models...
and they’re just as
efficient! Heat up to
6 rooms automatically.
Fill only once in 12
hours...even in coldest
weather. Ideal for cabins,
lodges, stores, workshops.
Install an Ashley and save!

Americas Favorite
House Warm er
622-3765

omerle
43 Bridge St. Augusta
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Bedell’s Tackle Shop
Solon, Maine 04979—Tel. 643-2365

Plenty of Fishing Tackle
at Reasonable Prices
Fly-tying material
We buy and sell
old bear and fox traps.
Will Accept Americard and Visa

FLY TYING MATERIALS
Ice Fishing
Augers
Traps
Lines
New & Used Guns
Ammunition
Reloading
NILSON’S SPORTING GOODS
426 Maine Ave
Hallowell Maine
Telephone 662-0994

SCOTTY'S
FL YING
SERVICE
COMPLETE FLOAT PLANE SERVICE

Shin Pond — Patten, Maine
Booking Ice Fishing Parties
For Day or Week
Camps Available

OUTFITTING
HUNTING - FISHING
CANOE RENTALS
Non-RESIDENT LICENSES
CHARTER SERVICE
FLIGHT INSTRUCTION
Northern Maine woods Permits

Scott and Louise Skinner
Scotty’s Flying Service
Box 256 S
Patten, Maine 04765
[207]528-2626

Lake Region's
Ice Fishing Headquarters
Power Augers — Snow Shoes
Jiffy, Eska-Mo — All Sizes
Traps — Line — Live Bait

Continued from preceding page

Maine Power Co., Seven Islands
Land Co., Huber Corp., U.S.
Forest Service, Hudson Pulp
and Paper Co., Kennebec River
Pulp and Paper Co., Interna
tional Paper Co.

Brown Co., 192,000 acres; 7
Islands Land Co., management
only; N.H. Water Resources
Board, 2,300 acres; N.E. Power
Co., 2,700 acres; St. Regis
Paper Co., 190,000 acres;
Northern N.H. Lumber Co.,
8,500 acres; U.S. Forest Ser
vice, National Forest Districts,
700,000 acres;
Dartmouth College, 27,000
acres; International Paper Co.,
25,000 acres; Great Northern
Paper Co., Diamond Interna
tional, 67,000 acres; Draper
Corp., 30,000 acres.

Only one large landowner de
clined outright to co-operate.
Great Northern. Great Northern
indicated that it felt that leav
ing water frontage was all that
it could afford.
Before anyone blacklists
Great Northern, it must be
remembered that the success of
this project has so far left much
to be desired, and perhaps if it
can be proven that the project
will succeed Great Northern
can be induced to co-operate.
An examination of some
known deer yards in recently
cut-over areas revealed that
there were 18 yards which sup
ported 96% of their previous
population; 16 with about half of

In Maine, agreements were
signed with several lumber
companies, the remainder pre
ferring a “gentleman’s agree
ment” These Companies are as
follows:
Scott Paper Co., Diamond In
ternational, Oxford Paper Co.,
Viles Timberlands Inc., Central

previous population and 15 with
population extremely low or en
tirely absent.
In all, 69 known deer yards
were affected by cutting opera
tions. Each of these yards sup
ported an average of 37.37 deer
before cutting.
After cutting, the average had
dropped to 26.55 deer per yard.
Percentage of remaining deer,
71%.
The above represents but a
small amount of the information
contained in Mr. Strong’s book.
I hope that it has been inter
esting enough to provoke some
serious thought among my
readers, regarding the present
condition of our deer herd, a
herd which, in my humble opin
ion, is in serious trouble.
What is the best way to help
it? I don’t profess to know. Do
you?

STATE OF MAINE
DETAILED - ACCURATE - SCALE. 3 MILES

1 INCH

COUNTY MAPS
Are Indispensable to
Guides-Campers-Canoeists-Tourists-Fishermen-Hunters-Salesmen
Have you ever wasted hours of a great fishing morning looking for an
old tote road that leads into a special trout pond? We have, and we
decided to do something about it.

We discovered maps for each county in the state that show
abandoned roads, new roads, ponds and streams. These maps are
made by Prentiss & Carlisle Co., Inc. of Bangor. We talked to Mr.
George Carlisle, president of the firm and asked him how these maps
came into being.

Prentiss and Carlisle has been in timber management since the Civil
War. Mr. Prentiss began it with his own property. With his retirement,
he passed the business on to his family. In 1924, the Prentiss family got
together with the Carlisles and the firm was incorporated.
As the firm’s operations expanded over the state, it became
necessary to record reports of the different land areas that detailed the
wilds more completely than road maps. As a result, Prentiss and
Carlisle found themselves in the map business as a by-product of
timber management. They take great care to up-date the maps regularly.
By special arrangement with Prentiss and Carlisle, we are able to
offer you a choice of these maps. It pleases us to be able to share this
discovery with you, and think you’ll find these maps as useful as we do.
—The Publishers.
ANDROSCOGGIN - KENNEBEC - SAGAD

AROOSTOOK NorthernPart

$2.00

AROOSTOOK Southern Part ..........

$1.50

. ..

$1.75

FRANKLIN..........................................

$1.75

CUMBERLAND-YORK (OnoPlan)

HANCOCK_______________ ___________ $2.00

OXFORD

................

: - LINCOLN (One Plan)...................... $2.00

...........

:................... $1.75

KNOX.............................................................. $1.50

PENOBSCOT

.............................

PISCATAQUIS............................................ ....$2.00

SOMERSET...................................................

WALDO

WASHINGTON

____________________

$1.50

COMPLETE SET - FLAT
MOOSEHEAD LAKE

.................................

Lake Region’s Most Complete
Sporting Goods Outfitters

$2.00

$2.00

NOTE: These plans mounted together will give a State Map approx. 6' x 8'6'

MAINE RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX
Enclosed is $.........plus .50 postage and handling for:
QUAN.

MAP

GUNS

72 Main St., Bridgton, Me. 647-3763

$2.00

MOUNTING..... .................... $13.00

Buy — Sell — Trade
Largest Selection in Western Maine

SPORTSMANS
Exchange

$2.00

Send to:
NAME ................................................................. ...........................................
ADDRESS ................. ......................................................................................

--------- ------------- ---------------------- -------- - ZIP........................ ........................
Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
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Maine Mallards 679
Remote areas which afford plenty of food, shelter
and protection from natural enemies are crucial to
successful rearing of these birds. Speaking of
protection, areas uninhabited by gulls (particularly
black backs) are extremely desirable.
The Frost strain of wild mallards with which we
have been associated, develops into a fine game
bird. It is extremely hardy and healthy, and
matures into a wild and wary specimen. Some
hunters claim greater calling success with mallards
than with blacks; however, our birds educate
rapidly and become every bit as decoy and call shy
as any black duck.
As usual, the Maine Mallard Committee will
transport four-week-old birds to the Mallard Pond on
Browne’s Point in Bowdoinham for distribution. The
date of arrival has tentatively been set for June 23,
1979. As with everything else, the price of mallards
has increased slightly. We expect the price per bird
at Bowdoinham will be $1.95 this year. Since we are
a non-profit group, we must ask for a $1.00 deposit
accompanying the order for each bird. In the event
that losses should occur, we must also point out that
unfortunately, we all have to absorb our share.
Survival rate has been excellent with the four-weekold birds — more than 90% available to share the
hunting pressure.

Dear Sportsmen and Waterfowl Enthusiasts:
We are pleased to announce that again this year
we will be cooperating in bringing mallards to
Maine. Through your efforts and financial support,
we have been able to liberate over twelve thousand
wild mallards in Maine since 1972. As you who enjoy
and hunt ducks know, we have received a tremen
dous return on our investment. We ask you to
continue your support of this rewarding project,
which has established a viable breeding population
throughout Maine.

Breeding populations of black ducks have been
wiped out in many areas of Maine. Due to nature’s
technique of imprinting each young female duckling
with its own nest area, it is doubtful that blacks will
ever return to former ranges. It is, therefore, more
essential than ever to supplement our declining
*?k
bla
duck population with breeding pairs of
mallards.
The reason mallards are the most common species
of duck in the world, is simply that they are the
most adaptable. Mallards are capable of surviving
near human development: however, we must be
increasingly careful in selecting release sites. Each
year a few young birds are tamed by well-meaning
residents, and, of course, that is not our objective.

Orders for birds must be in by early April
accompanied by the deposit. Checks should be made
payable to: Maine Mallard Fund and sent to Ed.
Bishop. As the price of gasoline also increases, may
we suggest that those of you who have to transport
your ducklings a considerable distance, place a
worthwhile order. Ten crates of birds will travel as
cheaply as two. $29.95 covers 15 birds packed to the
crate. Contributions are welcome from those who
cannot handle birds. This money will be used to pay
postage and put additional birds in desirable areas,
areas.
Requests for more information should be directed
to: Ransom P. Kelley, Southport, Maine 04569
(207)633-5057 or Edward E. Bishop, R.F.D. #1,
Bowdoinham, Maine 04008 ( 207)666-3036.
P.S. An additional fund-raising event which the
Bowdoinham Rod and Gun Club hopes to institute
this year will be called the Great Merrymeeting
Crow Shoot. We highly recommend this activity as
an inter and intra club event. It is well documented
that crows destroy literally thousands of ducks’ eggs
and nests each year in our breeding area and across
North America. Spring crow season: March 14—
April 30.

AROOSTOOK
COUNTY
Bear Mountain
Lodge

SNOWSHOES
f
for the entire family from

TITCOMB’S GENERAL STORE

Smyrna Mills, Me. 04780 Tel. 207-528-2124.
Located 12 miles north of Patten, Maine on scenic Route 11.
Housekeeping cabins available for bear hunters, fishermen,
and vacationers from May thru October. One cabin located
on beautiful Rockabema Lake.

ABBOT VILLAGE
MAINE 04406
207-876-4575

serving Maine Sportsmen for 30 years

FABER BRAND SNOWSHOES
Handcrafted in Canada from selected ash and full-grain leather.
Biggest selection, Lowest prices in Maine
All prices include $11.00 binding
Money Back Guarantee-Same Day Shipment
DEALER INQUIRIES ENCOURAGED
• MAINE CONVENTIONAL SNOWSHOE
__ No. 1
__ No. 2
__ No. 3
— No. 4
— No. 5
__ No. 37
__ No. 37B
__ No. 37A
__ No. 38
__ No. 39

9” x 29"
10”x 33”
11"x36”
12”x42"
14”x42”
12”x42”
14" x42”
12"x48”
14” x 48”
16"x48”

Kids Sm.
Kids Med.
KidsLg.
Small
Med.
H.D. Sm.
H.D. Med
H.D.Lg.
H.D. XLg.
H.D. Xlg.

ALASKAN TRAIL SHOE
— No. 58
— No. 56
__ No. 57
__ No. 9

10”x46"
10” x 56”
10”x60"
12” x60”

Med.
Lg.
XLg.
XX Lg.

-$44.95
-$51.95
-$53.95
-$58.95

-$16.95
-$19.95
-$11.95
-$8.95
-$10.95
-$11.00

12”x26”
14”x30”

H.D.

-$33.95
-$47.95

J We’ll Drill any type of

Exp. Date

11”x3O”
10”x36”

Kids or Ladies
Mens

State

-$42.95
-$42.95

Telephone
MINI

GRAVEL PACKED
SCREEN WELLS

PUMPS SALES & SERVICE

• FHA & BANK
FINANCING
FAULTY WELLS

Address

285-3306
f no answer 285-7758

MERL G. DUNHAM, INC.
MORRISON AVENUE

E. CORINTH

TITCOMB’S GENERAL STORE
ABBOT VILLAGE, MAINE 04406

WELL

CERTIFIED BY

ROTARY DR LL NG
STATEW DE SERV CE

WE ALSO SERVICE

Name

GREEN MOUNTAIN MOD. BEAR PAW
— No. 34B
_No. 34A

Registered Maine Guide and Outfitter

DUNHAM

All have curved toe except No. 34 Bear Paw
Please add $3.00 per order, freight—Special
Handling
Maine Residents 5% Tax
n Check or Money Order Included
□ VISA □ Master Charge

Card Number

BEAR PAW

— No. 34
— No. 33

A2
A3
B3
H2
H3
F3-

CARROLL P.GEROW

MERL 'Sam.

HARNESSES

-$27.95
-$29.95
-$34.95
-$37.95
-$39.95
-$41.95
-$46.95
-$43.95
$47.95
-$52.95

Bear hunts—May thru October - Trout & Salmon fishing—
May thru September - Rubber boat float trips on area rivers
and streams. Grouse and Woodcock—October, Deer & Bear
(Archery)—October. (1978 Non-Resident archery license
$30.50) - Deer & Bear (Rifle) November. (Mainly board and
lodging in deer season). All cabins fully equipped for any
size party. Brochure and references on request.

DOVER FOXCROFT

564-2398 WEEKENDS

wat
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Moose Bills and ’Guagus Salmon
Some random thoughts on the
moose bills:
The first one — Legislative
Document 28 presented by Sen
ator James McBreairty of
Aroostook — would permit an
open season in Wildlife Manage
ment Units 1, 2, and 5, exclud
ing all of Baxter State Park.
The season would not be more
than six consecutive days, the
opening and closing dates to be
determined by the Fish and
Wildlife Committee. This Bill
would issue not more than 500
moose hunting permits, 50 of
which would be issued to non
residents. A valid Maine big
game hunting license, in addi
tion to a Maine moose permit,
shall be required to hunt moose.
Permits shall be chosen by a
public chance drawing. The fee
to enter the drawing would be

$5 with a written application,
$10 non-resident applications.
Each hunter could have another
hunter with him. Registration
fee would be $10. There are
more regulations pertaining to
transportation, closings, penal
ties, etc.
The second bill, Legislative
Document 83, presented by Mr.
Richard McKean of Limestone.
The major differences are: Per
mits would be granted to 700
hunters through a public draw
ing, $3.50 would be the drawing
fee instead of $5, and the fee to
register a moose would be $35
instead of $10.
Bill 28 would bring approxi
mately $260,000 to the Depart
ment of Inland Fisheries and
Wildlife for the fiscal year 197980. Bill 83 would bring approxi-

BENCH & FIELD®
^■_DOG_FOODJU
- NOW SOLD IN MAINE -

THE CHOICE OF PROFESSIONALS
FEATURES
— Four Protein Levels
— Completely Balanced
— Non-Swelling

BENEFITS
— Weight Control
— High Energy
— Firm Stools
— Excellent Coats

Sherwood Chandler, Machias 04654
mately $155,000 to the Depart
ment for the same fiscal year.
Bill 83 would set aside at least
$100,000, or 70% of total revenue
generated, whichever is great
er, to be used by the Depart
ment for the management and
preservation of the Maine
moose herd.
Don’t ask me to explain these
figures, because I can’t! They
are taken directly from the
Bills’ ‘Statement of Fact’.
There is also a third Moose
Bill.
It is L.D. 99, presented by
Senator Silverman of Washing
ton County. This would be a two
day season. The Thursday and
Friday immediately preceding
the open season on deer, would
be the dates. The Bill doesn’t
say how many permits would be
granted. The application fee
would be $10.00, as would the
registration fee. Again I’ll say,
not enough revenue for the
value of a moose.
Now, let us go moose hunting!
In the morning’s mail, I was
notified that I had been one of
the lucky winners. Choosing my

hunting partner (no easy task)
we completed our question
naires so I could receive my
license. The date arrived and
we headed into Aroostook Coun
ty for our moose. The places to
hunt from are very numerous
but we decided to stay in Island
Falls with Joe Edwards. The
first day we saw three moose
but no shots. The second day
my partner dropped a large
bull. Dressed out, we had about
800 pounds of meat. We cut it
up, hired a weasel, carted it out
and registered it for $10.00. The
next day we were home with
good meat worth $l,400-$l,800.
Our expenses with a guide,
were less than $300. The friends
I hunt with (and myself) are
far from wealthy, but the regis
tration fees are ridiculous. If we
are going to have an open
season, let’s make some money
on it! Getting 800 pounds of
meat for $10.00 or $35.00 is the
best buy since we purchased
Alaska!
*****
Lay that rifle down, pick up
your fly rod and let us talk with

WANTED
Bobcat-Beaver-Otter

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
D.F. HASTINGS DISTRIBUTORS
635 Eastern Ave.
Augusta, Maine 04330
1 [207] 623-8551

Randall’s Fur Co.
East Winthrop, Maine

DEALER INQUIRIES NOW ACCEPTED

Contact: Bill Randall
Route 202
East Winthrop, Me. 04343

COM E TO

HENLEY KIMBALL
FOR THE BEST
SMALL TRUCKS, VANS,
PICK-UPS, 4 x4’s

DodgeTrucks

DOWN EAST REPORT

623-9955
395-4622

Northern Maine Flying Service,
Island Falls, Maine 04747
10 minutes from I-95 turn off.
Reservations until May:
Norm and Rita Bradley,
Northern Maine Flying Service,
RFD 1, Norridgewock, Me., 04957
Limited bookings available for Spring Fishing and Canoe
trips— Allagash and Northern Maine. Registered Maine
Guide. Small friendly service. We only book what we can
serve efficiently. Reservations also available for Canadian
wilderness trips during the summer months. Charter service
from May until October.

DAY FUR COMPANY
Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918

VANS-VANS-VANS

WAGONS-WAGONS-WAGONS

Raw furs and deer skins bought
Trappers Supplies
Hawbakers Baits and Lures in Stock
Deer Skin Gloves, Moccasins
Outdoor Supplies Sold
495-3840 495-2078 495-2205

5-Pass., 8 Pass-, 15 Pass.
WE HAVE THEM ALL - BUY NOW and SAVE

ICE FISHING ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE
January 1 to March 31,1979

THE HEDLEY
KimBALLCO
411 MARGINAL WAV PORTLAND. ME

772 U1 71

772-0171

DODGE TRUCKS

Ice houses available at no charge to our guests. Comfort
able, well-equipped housekeeping camps for from two to 20.
Snowmobile trails, cross-country skiing right here. Only six
miles from downhill slopes at Squaw Mountain. For
reservations and information, call or write:

Ron & Jane Fowler
Tel. 207-695-2549
Wilsons on Moosehead Lake
Greenville Jet., Me. 04442

Phil Harriman of Cherryfield,
President of the Narraguagus
Salmon Association.
According to Phil, “1978 was
a good year with a total rod
catch of 123. The first salmon
was caught on May 4th and the
last on October 6th. The largest
salmon taken during 1978 was a
15 pounder landed by George
Joy of Franklin at Cable Pool.
Warren Schnaars, Mike Brooks
and Danny Brooks, all of Cher
ryfield, all landed five fish. The
Number One Sportsman Award
went to Dr. Warren Babson of
Gloucester, Mass., who released
two fish. The Association’s ma
jor project last year was the
removal of bushes on the south
side of Cable Pool.”
Phil goes on to say, “Vandals
took their toll of facilities at
Cable Pool last fall. The shelter
was damaged by fire, the ‘Ro
tate’ signs were stolen and the
benches were thrown into the
river. These items cost the Club
over $200 to repair.”
This river has always created
a lot of controversy when one
talks of fishing for black sal
mon. Phil has always been
opposed to the taking of blacks.
He is, at present, polling the 185
N.S.A. members to determine
their thoughts on closing the
river until May 1st. By this
date, most of the blacks have
returned to the sea and the first
“bright” fish are in. I’m in
clined to agree with Phil. After
a fish has wintered in a Maine
river, avoided otters and mink,
depleted his body weight by
40-50%, he deserves every
chance to return to the sea. The
bonus here is this fish will
return as a 16-20 pounder. I
remember what Jack McKay (a
Mirramichi guide and camp
boss) once said. We were dis
cussing black salmon and I
said, “Who would eat them?”
He answered, “You Ameri
cans!”
**»«»
This has been one of the most
open winters in the Downeast
area that I can remember.
Snow certainly hasn’t been a
factor this year on deer winter
ing. Snowmobilers from Calais
to Milbridge have not had
enough snow to run on.
Carl W. Glidden (alias “Trap
per”) of Pepperell, Mass., ven
tures that the reason for the
declining deer herd in Washing
ton County is due to the non-cut
ting by the small woodlot own
er. This simply isn’t true, Carl,
as there are many two and
three man operations going on
now. Without a doubt, the loss
of habitat is the single biggest
cause of the decreasing deer
herd!
*****

What do you think of Legisla
tive Document 259? This Bill
presented by Mr. Sproul of
Hope, would have the entire
month of November open to
deer hunting!
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Northern Fishing Accommodations
Guides are available. Usually
the guide comes with boat and
motor, but not always, so be
specific when you make the
contact.

A number of our readers have
written to me asking for inform
ation about the fishing accom
modations in Northern Aroos
took County. As a result, I’ve
listed several places you can
try.
Ice-out usually occurs in mid
May on most of our waters,
including Long, Cross and
Square Lakes, although a few
fish are caught prior to ice-out
in open water located at the
inlets. These few early fishing
fools, of whom I am one, don’t
mind chipping ice from rod
guides. However, it’s more
comfortable and productive to
wait for the ice to go. Surface
for
*
fishing
landlocked salmon,
trout and togue will generally
be good from ice-out through
mid-June, then one must fish
deeper as waters warm.
Salmon fishing is explosive.
Either there’s action and plenty
of it, or it’s dead. I have fished
all day with never a strike,
then, as I made that one last
pass, have had all hell break
loose.

Mark Peterson is the owner of
Petersons’ Sporting Club, Sin
clair, Maine 04779. The Club is
located on Long Lake. Mark
offers motel rooms and cabins
are also available. A restaurant
and lounge are on the premises.

Weather conditions in May
varies greatly from day to day.
A calm sunny morning can
cloud up and the wind can blow
across the lake with enough
force to make white caps ap
pear.

The night temperatures do
drop below the freezing mark.
That’s 32 degrees fahrenheit for
those of us who can live without
the centigrade scale. In fact, we
can have a garden-killing frost
as late as the tenth of June.
Consequently, bring cold wea
ther gear; insulated boots, rain
pants, a heavy wind breaker,
and plenty of warm gloves. The
layered look is the style you
need.
Fishing tackle You’ll be troll
ing at a medium to fast speed.
Two streamers are fished just
below the surface at a depth of
about six feet. The line, braided
unweighted trolling line, mark
ed a different color every ten
yards to measure line out. This
is preceded with ten pound
mono as backing. A snap swivel
connects line to the two 10pound test mono leaders. One is
about three feet in length and
the other the length of the fly
rod. Usually seven and one half

to eight feet long. A rod tip with
a stiff action is good. Depending
on depth desired, one or two
split-shot is crimped on the line
just behind the swivel.
Streamer Selection This sub
ject can be quite controversial.
But here goes. We use tandem
streamers with the rear hook
turned up. Two short-shanked

hooks joined together with plas
tic coated wire leader is better
than one long-shanked hook be
cause a fighting fish has less
leverage with the short. Length
of our streamers is between 3^4
and 3% inches, tied sparsely.
The favorites are gray ghost,
supervisor, nine-three, red and
white bucktail and mickey firm.
Spinning tackle and the Rap
ala or the Rebel lures both
floaters, in the silver model,
length, 3% inches are good.
Salmon, trout and togue feed on
Continued on next page

Maps

Northern
Aroostook
John Holub
Westfield 04787

BAIT RETAIL
Shiners, Sucker & Live Smelts
Tommy Cods For Wholesale
Complete Line of Fly Tying Materials
Bulk Feathers, Tools & Accessories
Topographical & Depth Maps
Ice Fishing Tackles, Augers, Ammo
And Yarns For The Ladies

DAG’S BAIT SHOP
corner of Minot & Towle, Auburn
open 4: 30 a.m. to 10 p.m. — 7 days
Tel. 207-783-0388

since 1856!

NOW - the whole State in one large book

Hours 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
Closed Sun. & Mon.

S SHOP OF BOSTON, Inc.
Taxidermy Agent

N/OG6P

T

Maps just updated from aerial photographs. 1500 miles of logging
roads added to this edition of THE MAINE ATLAS AND GAZETTEER.

• quantity:

Available at sporting goods stores, bookstores, general stores, newsdealers or by mail.
Money back guaranteed if not delighted with the Atlas.
• • •
P.S. We also have similar Atlases of New Hampshire and Vermont at the same price.

T____ THE MAINE ATLAS
NAME ___

__ THE NEW HAMPSHIRE ATLAS
ADDRESS

THE VERMONT ATLAS

HOLT’S
FLYING
SERVICE
Moosehead Lake
Greenville, ME. 04441

-IMPORTANTNew Logging Roads

• •••••

FREE CATALOG

Outdoor Gear
Gifts & Sporting Prints
Fishing Equipment
Sportswear
Fly Fishing/Tying Schools

Detailed and Accurate
65 large maps, each 11"x15", cover the entire state at a scale of
approximately ’/z" = 1 mile, except in southern Maine which
is 1" = 1 mile.
Each two-color map shows all roads, mountains, ponds, rivers,
swamps, streams, towns, cities and even individual houses and
camps.
The back cover of the Atlas is an easy four-color index for moving
from one map to another.
Fish species in all major lakes, ponds, rivers and brooks are shown
on the map.
Boat launch sites, campsites, ranger stations, customs stations
and gates are located, even in the North Woods
Canoe trips and hiking trails are written about in detail, with
rapids, portages and shelters plotted on the maps
And many articles on fishing, hunting, museums, bicycling, skiing,
access laws, parks, wildlife, history, resources and town pop
ulation statistics can be found in this book.

213 West Plain Street
Wayland, Mass. 01778
• Tel. 1-617-653-9144

RETAILAND
MAILORDERS

CITY_____

Enclosed is $5.95 per Atlas, plus 70c shipping and handling per order.

STATE

Total Enclosed

For Maine deliveries, add 30c per book sales tax.

Clip and mail to: THE MAINE ATLAS, PO Box 81, Yarmouth, ME 04096.

Make your reservation now for a St. John or
Allagash River canoe trip. 30 years experience
outfitting canoe and hunting - fishing parties.
All cost package trips
Full Information on request

CANOE & TENT RENTALS
Aircraft Float Ratings Available
Bud Holt — Owner & Pilot

Aircraft Repairs
Edo Float Sales
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Baxter Park Has Brook Trout

Baxter’s Trout Brook is one of the favorite brook
trout waters for families. A major park road
parallels the stream for several miles providing
easy access. For those who don't mind walking
there are plenty of remote ponds with foot path
access. [Photo by Dave O’Connor]

The 200,000 acres of Baxter
Park in north central Maine is
open for good trout fishing un
der the general law. The only
special regulation is a daily
limit of five fish with the exclu
sion of live bait. Worm dunking
with spinner and bobber is the
favorite local technique for the
small ponds although fly fishing
is on the increase.
A network of perimeter roads
provide primary access but
many of the ponds are acces
sible only via foot paths with
lengths up to several miles.
On the north side High, Low,
Lower Fowler, Middle Fowler,
and the twin South Branch
Ponds are best known. The
latter two waters are best fish
ed from a canoe (Rentals avail
able at $5. per day). The others
must be fished from shore.
Waders are desireable as the
water tends to be very cold in
this alpine environment.
Mattagamon and Webster
Lakes allow the use of out
boards with no restriction. The
rest of the park is off limits to
all motorized watercraft. Mat
tagamon has a public launching
ramp and deep water fishing
for lakers, and salmon as well
as brookies. Access to Web
ster is more limited although
there is a primitive boat launch.

WHEREVER YOU GO
PENNZOIL
IS THE NAME TO KNOW

■

1Ow4O
OIL FILTER

"Et3ZFL0Z<IUS>1£.

OIL FILTERS
6 NUMBERS FIT MOST CARS

Only- $219
EA.

n
■

‘",705
'Hl PuRPOif

0
TWO-CYCLE
WtolOIL
OUTBOMtn

-

AUTOMATIC

tiansmisskk
FLUID

d

P
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smelt and these silver-painted
lures fool a lot of fish.
Boats and motors We use 14
to 16-foot open boats with seven
to 10 horse outboards to eight
een foot decked-in runabout
powered by 35 horse motors
with smaller outboards for troll
ing.
Moose Point Camps are
owned by William Mitchel,
Portage. The camps are located
on Fish River Lake. The Moose
Point Camps provide lodging,
boats, motors and guides. You’ll
fish in clean waters for salmon,
trout and togue.
If you are fortunate to fish
our lakes this season you’ll need
to know the language. There
fore, between now and the mo
ment you feel that strike, prac
tice these words; Get the net!

Correction: The comment in
last month’s column should
have read, my hope is that the
Northern Maine Regional Plan
ning Commission does not have
funds available for the unneces
sary hiring of a Portland con
sulting company to perform a
study of the St. John River.
This is the month of March.
Winter is almost behind us.
Hang in there. One year I
neglected to winterize my out
board. She had to be torn down
to get her working again. I
know this would never happen
to you. But did you winterize
the outboard last fall?

Insulated Cabins on the shores of
MOOSEHEAD LAKE
Automatic Heat-Hot Water
Ice Fishing for Salmon, Trout, Togue, Cusk
Snowmobiling, Short Drive to Ski Slopes
P.O. Box 295, Rockwood, Me. 04478
Telephone 207-534-7741

HUNTING DOG
TRAINING CLINIC
Methods of training hunting dogs during winter weather
Bring your dog. Any hunting breed welcome
Discussion and demonstrations on pointing, steadiness
to wing and shot, retreiving and obedience.
Guest speakers and experienced trainers on hand.

SKOWHEGAN SPORTSMAN CLUB
East River Road [off Rt. 2]
Skowhegan, Maine

d Complete line o£ pennzoil in stock
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Northern Fishing
Accommodations
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Some of the better known
ponds on the southern side are
Daicey, Draper, Abol, Rum,
Tea, and Kidney. Some people
may think of Togue Pond and
the Nesowadnehunk Lakes as
being Baxter Park waters, but
they are not. Togue Pond is
open to general law regulations.
Nesowadnehunk (called Sourdnahunk in the Maine openwater
fishing regulations) is under a
five fish daily limit and several
other special laws because of its
very popular position with
anglers. The Togue Pond and
Nesowadnehunk watersheds are

located right on major park
roads in the most heavily used
sector of the park.
Best time for good fishing is
from iceout in May until the
first of July. For the fly fisher
man the ponds provide better
chances to work a fly than do
the alder runs that surround
most of the brooks. Exceptions
would be the relatively open
waters of Trout Brook, and
Little Nesowadnehunk Stream.
Camping is allowed in Baxter
Park at several campgrounds.
Reservations are probably nec
essary. More information from
Baxter Park Headquarters, Mil
linocket, Maine 04462.

LINCOLN’S CAMPS

Only 87C
^OTOR OIL

Webster has all three game
species too.

SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 1979
10 A.M. — 2 P.M.
Sponsored by the North American Versatile
Hunting Dog Association
For further information call
David Maltais 474-5578 between 12-2
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Coyote Moose Kill Confirmed
Last month I wrote about
Natanis Point at the head of
Chain of Ponds. I reported the
pond and camp ground was
named after a woman trapper
who, according to the Fish and
Wildlife people in Augusta, stole
fur bearing animals from other
trappers and when caught was
killed and put through the ice in
the pond, thus naming of Natan
is Pond. A neighbor of mine
says this legend is not true, not
all of it anyways. According to
Fred Townsend of Stratton, the
Indian woman was killed for
her furs, not for stealing from
other trappers. Fred grew up in
the area where the incident
reportedly happened. His father
had a farm at The Chain, and
knows the whereabouts of the
rifle Natanis had when she was
killed. I don’t want to do this
woman called Natanis any in
justice, so if anyone can shed
more light on this subject,
please do so.
• * •

A rabid fox has caused the
death of a dog in the Turner area
recently. The fox was not killed,
but the dog it attacked had to
be. This report brought up an
interesting question. What if the
controversial coyote population
developed rabies? Not a
pleasant thought, but it could
happen.
Last month’s story on the
great snowmobiling up this way
brought an influx of new snowmobilers who found good trail
conditions and an endless num
ber of trails to ride. Appropri
ately named the Arnold Trail
Snowmobile Club this group has
been active marking and
grooming the many trails,
which by the way is a full-time
job. Trail maps have been

printed and are available from
local merchants for $3. Not bad
when you figure it’s a one time
investment. The map covers the
Bigelow area from Jackman
west to Rangeley and the Cana
dian Border. The trails are
marked by route numbers and
also named to help people with
out maps. Any one wanting
these maps can obtain them
from this reporter by mail.

Four snowmobilers who rode
their machines from Windham
to the Canadian Border in
Coburn Gore said if they had
individual area trail maps their
journey would have been a little
easier. Making the 240 mile trip
were Bill Curtis, Scarborough;
Greg Thims, Buxton; Bob
Barker, Windham; and John
Worrey, Windham. The group
arrived in Eustis Sunday night,
tired and hungry. They said
eating places along the trails
were far between. Although
they had no major breakdowns
on their trip, one machine
developed problems with a car
borator due to cold weather.
They said if not for another
snowmobiler they met in the
Wilton Area, it would have been
a chilly repair job. Charles Huff
not only offered a warm garage
for repairs, he also, took the

group to get badly needed fuel.
It would be something if all
snowmobilers were as friendly
and helpful as Charlie was to
these boys.
To complete the group’s trip
to Canada I personally guided
them to the border the following
morning. If 240 miles on a
snowmobile doesn’t sound
tough, try it on unfamiliar and
sometimes unmarked trails in
20 degree below zero weather.
The chill factor must have been
extraordinary.
The Rangeley Region Guides
Association which I’m proud to
be associated with, had one of
the largest turnouts in some
time, when Fish and Wildlife
biologists were invited to ex
plain the coyote-deer situation
as it stands in this area today.
It was like an old-fashioned
town meeting where people, pro
and con, argued on the deer
population in this area. Little
was accomplished on controlling
the coyote population, other
than trapping them, but every
one left the meeting with the
feeling our deer herd up here is
in serious trouble, something
I’ve been preaching for the last
two years. I want to thank the
Guides Association for sincere
interest and proposals for cut-

• Free Estimates
• Shipped Anywhere
• Easy to Assemble
Also strike cages for the front of
your vehicle

HARDWICK FENCE CO.
Division of Hardwick Corporation

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 28, Palmyra, Maine Tel. 938-2611
Visit Our Show Room in Palmyra, Maine

WE BUY»SELL»AND TRADE GUNS 3
WE BUY RAW FUR
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we carry EVERYTHING in
reloading equipment
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clay pigeonsescopes»holsters
used brass & shotgun shells»qun cases

NEXT
WINTER
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FIREWOOD
NOW
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In Sebago Lake Region
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FLYTYING EQUIPMENT

DEALERS FOR
PAYNE AND LEONARD FLY RODS

Top Quality Fly Tying
Equipment
& Supplies
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• Graphite In Blank Form,
Kits or Finished Rods,
Makers: S.J. Kennedy, Fisher, Lamiglas
Graphite U.S.A., Fenwick, and Graftex.
• Glass Blanks by
Fenwick, Lamiglas, &Craftex.

• Nickel Silver Hardware, Ferrules,
Screw Lock Reel Seats, Caps & Rings

we carry
10” Eskimo
ice augers

See our Booth at the Bangor Show in April.

Our New Rod Museum Will Be Open in May.

Grand Opening Sometime in May.

Tel- 207-787-2540

rods

We are old Payne & Leonard Dealers and
have a fair knowledge of rod construction.

FIREWOOD • TV Rentals • Monthly Rates
we carry
Hawkins
muzzle load
rifles

FISHING TACKLE

Reels

problem that needs immediate
attention now! Letters and
phone calls from throughout the
state support the idea for im
mediate attention to our deer
herd.

• Bamboo Blanks in Matched Sets,
in Kit Form or as Finished Rods.
Vintage Cane 30 Yrs. or Older
in 5-strip or 6-strip construction.

Rte. 114, RFD 1, Box 562, Sebago Lake, Maine 04075

Live Bait
Tommy Cod
Shiners

ting browse in local deer win
tering yards as an emergency
measure to help the remaining
herds through the winter. Long
range plans to help the white
tail will be of little use when
there’s no deer left to protect.
Sounds harsh, but we have a

• Metz Necks
• Photo-Dyed Necks
Everything for Tying Quality Flies
Rod Building Supplies in Great Quantity

Sebago Live Bait Co

we carry ammo for
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Coyote Moose Kill Confirmed
Continued from preceding page

A note from Richmond Davis
of Hanover reflects the feeling
of many interested sportsmen
who take time to go into the
woods to find out what’s going
on. His note said. “I have lived
here for 12 years (Hanover),
during which time I have monitered the small deer yard in
back of my house quite care
fully. Four or five years ago I
had a problem with two dom
estic dogs. I called the local

game warden and it was taken
care of with no deer killed as
far as I could find. This yard
supported about 30-35 deer by
careful estimate 10 years ago.
This year the eighth of January
I went through the yard area
and estimated the population of
deer at about 14 or 15. On
January 28th I went through the
yard area again and found four
deer killed by coyote, two of
them the night before. Tuesday,
January 30, I found two more

fishcamps
lake

T14R8

AROOSTOOK
COUNTY

DRIVE IN or FLY IN
We’re open May 15th thru freeze-up

•
•
•
•
•
•

23 Miles Back In The Woods
Salmon • Trout • Togue
Private Log Cabins
Modern Conveniences
Family Style Meals • American Plan
Boats • Motors • Non-Res. Licenses

kills and Saturday, Feb. 3, I
found three more, for a total
of 9. These deer were killed by
coyotes as confirmed by the
game wardens and also by an
expert professional trapper;
Neil Olsen of Bethel. There now
appears to be five deer left in a
yard that 10 years ago had 30-35
deer. I have taken color slides
of two deer kills and the fresh
tracks of the coyote.
“About five miles from my
house a resident of Newry,
Robert Davis had four deer
which he had seen frequently in
early January in his orchard
behind his house. Coyotes killed
two of the four in about the
same period of time so I went
up when I heard about it and
found the second kill. These
deer were all killed in a period
of from two to three weeks as
could easily be determined by
the snow crust conditions. Also,
it was easy to follow the chase
in each case from where the
deer were first jumped to where

they were dragged down the
last time by the coyote. This
was done by three coyotes
working together, one large and
two smaller ones.”
I thank Mr. Davis for his
informative letter and welcome
hearing from responsible sports
men on this subject.
A recent conversation be
tween two Fish and Wildlife
employees went something like
this, “If we could only teach the
coyotes to eat the moose, it
might take some of the pressure
off our declining deer herd.”
Well, no one has to teach the
coyotes anything. My suspicion
that these predators can and
sometimes do take down moose
has been confirmed. Duluth
Wing, who is the chief forest
ranger in this area informed
this writer of such an instance
just north of Eustis. He said it
was amazing the way the
coyotes harassed the moose to
the point of collapsing before

finally killing him. Evidence in
the snow showed the coyotes ran
the large moose up and down
an unplowed woods road for
some time, possibly two days
before driving the animal to
exhaustion. Blood trails in the
snow, Wing said, indicated a
long, fruitless battle for surv
ival for the moose. A foot note
to this story. Three days after
Wing found the fresh kill, there
was hardly a piece of flesh left
on the carcass. This event took
place less than four miles from
a deer yard where I found 11
deer killed by predators in the
last two years.
♦

♦

♦

The Arnold Trail Snowmobile
Club will hold its planned
annual winter-end party March
24 at Kern’s Inn, Eustis. Anyone
is welcome to attend the supper
and also the drawing for a top
prize in a trail fund raising
project. Contact this writer for
information.

write for brochure, info & reservations

Rod & Marie James Box 104 Portage, Me. 04768

SPRUCE LODGE
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Knox Ice Fishing Derby Results
Rounding up this winter’s ice
fishing reveals that, lakes and
ponds in the mid-coastal area
received heavy fishing pressure
from winter anglers. Week-end
anglers, in particular, during
the month of January experi
enced poor weather conditions
primarily in the form of warm
rains. The January thaw cre
ated some unsafe ice conditions,
but with February and the arc
tic temperatures that accom
panied it, conditions quickly
changed.
Upon the formation of ice
early this winter, the water
levels of many lakes and ponds
was below normal, due to last
year’s drought. Megunticook
Lake was one of those in the
area where below normal water
levels were witnessed. In gener
al, the fishing remained good
throughout the first weeks of
the season.
♦ * ♦

The Knox County Fish and
Game Association sponsored its
annual winter ice fishing derby
the first week-end in February.
The club house, Beaver Lodge,
is an elegant, natural shingled,
two-story, wooden structure de
signed with a large stone fire
place; located in the center of
the building. A mounted cock
ring-neck pheasant is position
ed in the center of the fireplace
mantle.
The interior walls of the club
house are adorned with mount
ed game fish trophies, deer
racks and impressive moose
head mountings. Bob Simard
pointed out the head mount of a
woodland caribou. The plaque
accompanying the mounting re
vealed that the animal had been
shot in Searsmont, Me., in 1904
and weighed 840 lbs.
Beaver Lodge overlooks Al
ford Lake with snow covered
mountains located in the back
ground. The association owns
89 acres in addition to the
shoreline frontage. The club of
fers its’ members the use of 2%
miles of walking trails, boat
launching facility, beach area
campsites, shooting range,
horseshoe pits, picnic area and
childrens’ playground.
The club each year under
takes various conservation proj
ects. In the past, mallards have
been stocked, pheasants have
been raised for release and
wood duck boxes have been
distributed in local marsh
areas.
This year club members sold
over 4,000 derby tickets. A por
tion of monies generated by
fund-raising projects sends five
children to conservation camp
each summer. Conservation or
conservation - related scholar
ships are given to four local
high schools.
At about 3 p.m. on the day of
the derby, the participants be
gan arriving from within a 25
mile radius of the clubhouse
with their entries, in order to
make the 5:00 p.m. scheduled
deadline.
«
The following are the cate
gories, winners, and location

where the fish was caught. The
largest fish was an 8 lb., 3 oz.,
lake trout caught by Sam Wil
son at China Lake.
In the lake trout category,
China Lake produced the first
and second place fish, Robert
Rairick with 8 lb., 1% oz. and
David Poulin with a 6 lb., 4 oz.
respectively. Pete Faranchi
completed this category with a
3 lb., 11 oz. fish taken at Swan
Lake.
In the salmon category, John
Dayhoff recorded the blue rib
bon winner, a 2 lb., 7 % oz. fish
from China Lake. Tim Tait and
Rick Molt tied for second with
fish weighing 2 lbs. and Dana
Wadsworth had the third spot
with a fish weighing 2 lbs.
from St. George Lake.
In the brown trout category;
Paul Salo was first with a fish

weighing 1 lb., 14 oz. from
South Pond. Harold Lovett was
second with his first entry from
Alford Lake weighing 1 lb., 7%
oz. And the category was com
pleted with Larry Savoy’s entry
from Chickawaukie Pond weigh
ing 1 lb., 7 oz.
In the brook trout category
Jerry St. Clair topped all en
tries with a 2 lb., 15 oz. fish
taken at Megunticook. Stanley
Saranacki was second with a 1
lb., % oz. fish from Swan Lake.
And Stewart Libby was third
with his entry from Moody
Pond weighing 10% ounces.

In the largemouth bass cate
gory; John Frey was first with
a 5 lb., 6 oz. fish from Damari
scotta Lake. Robert Pease was
second with a 4 lb., 6 oz. fish
from Sennebec Pond. And this
category was completed with

Mid-Coastal
Report
Daniel Nein
133 Bridgeton Road
Westbrook 04091
Jim Bradbury’s entry, a 3 lb.,
11 oz. fish from South Pond.
In the smallmouth bass cate
gory Charles Farmer had the
winner, a 4 lb., 13 oz. beauty
from Megunticook. Darell Moo
dy was second with a 4 lb., 1 oz.
entry from Megunticook also.
And Wayne Lessmer was third
with a 3 lb., 13% oz. fish from

Damariscotta Lake.
In the rainbow trout category,
Weselly Marshal was in first
with a 1 lb., 9 oz. fish. Tom Cox
was second and Mike Brown
was third with fish weighing 1
lb., 8 oz. and 1 lb., 7% oz.
respectively. All three fish
came from Megunticook.
Continued on next page

CRONK’S 8th ANNUAL TRAPPER DAYS
March 30, 31

Oscar Cronk well known trap
per, and outdoorsman with
some trapped northern Maine
wildcats.

April 1, 1979

Hours 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

\Ne are the originators of “Trappers Days.” Yes it was eight years
ago that we thought trappers should be recognized for the role
they played in shaping this great nation. We are dedicating the 8th
Annual Trapper’s Days to trappers, fur buyers, and the vast fur
industry throughout the United States and Canada. Your hosts for
this big event are two of the nation’s best-known trappers, scent
makers and woodsmen, Walter Arnold and Oscar Cronk. Walter
Arnold, the famous wilderness trapper and legendary mountain
man, will be here all 3 days. This man became famous in the 20’s
and 30’s and since that time the man and the legend keep
growing. Walter has 2 big photo albums filled with real life scenes
taken throughout his long career. For the past 20 years he has
lived at his wilderness camp in the remote Katahdin Iron Works
region. The only way to reach him was by plane or snowmobile.
He lived by himself except for the animals he befriended. Two of
his best animal friends also became famous to people throughout
Maine and the nation. The most famous is Susie the Maine
whitetail deer. Susie has become almost as well known as Bambie
of screen fame. The difference, Susie was real and she lived out in
the wilds where she had to protect herself against predators such
as coyotes, bobcat and bear that would destroy her.

Walter Arnold, the legendary
“Mountain Man" with beaver
he caught at his Mountain
home deep in the Maine
wilderness.

The other animal friend was “Chuck”, the Maine woodchuck who came each March on crust to stay the summer with Walt.
Chuck is an amazing little fellow. Walt has pictures of his two well-known animal friends for all to see.
Walter Arnold will demonstrate how he outwitted the sly Maine bobcat back in the wilderness areas. If you have never met
the legendary mountain man from the north woods country this is the year to make that trip to talk with him. Walt will be 85
years young in May.

Oscar Cronk, well known trapper and outdoorsman will be here all 3 days. He has cancelled all field trips and is looking
forward to meeting all his old friends and new friends that will be coming. Oscar has arranged to have some of the best
trappers in Maine to help him with some trapping and skinning demonstrations.
Claude Cochrane, well known Canadian trapper and expert snare man
will be here all 3 days to help us. Claude is an
expert trapper and really knows how to put the snare noose over the fox
and bobcat’s neck. Claude makes his own snares
and will be demonstrating how it’s done up In Canada. A year ago Claude was the top money maker in Nova Scotia.

The art of fleshing a beaver over the knee with a sharp knife will be done by
a two handled knife over a beam, demonstrations of the dirt hole set for fox.

anexpert beaver trapper, fleshing a coon with

We have one of the largest antique trap collections in the east.
At least 10% off all supplies, some items up to 40% off.

See the wilderness cabin built right in the store.
We save all our used traps that we buy throughout the year and offer them at Trapper’s Days.

See the black raccoon that looks more like a fisher.
See the biggest raccoon we have ever seen.

See the skull of a Maine beaver that starved to death because he didn’t use his teeth to keep them worn down. His teeth
actually grew up into his eye and into his skull. You have to see it to believe it.
Many more attractions too numerous to mention.

Steaming hot coffee, fresh homemade donuts and light lunches available.

Accommodations in this area are rather limited at this time of year and our Trappers Days always brings in a great influx
of people to this area. Overnight reservations should be made in advance. Contact us and we’ll be glad to help you.

CRONK’S OUTDOOR SUPPLIES
Gardiner Road, Wiscasset, Me. 04578

Tel. 207-882-7032
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Winter Harsh on Western Deer
January and February have
been two of the hardest months
on our deer population in this
area in recent years. Heavy
snowstorms ending with sleet
and rain have put a solid crust
over much of the area. Dogs
and other predators roam any
where with ease but the sharp
hooves of a deer pierce the
crust making travel very diffi
cult. Several fresh deer kills
have been found in the Frye
burg and Brownfield area.
Some could have been domestic
dogs and some coyotes, but
regardless of what predator
does the dirty work this area
can little afford to lose deer.
People cannot control coyote
kills, but they can control
domestic dog kills. Keep your
dog under control and help to
protect our deer herd.

Recently, I attended a meet
ing in which Dave Bierly, a
conservation officer from New
Hampshire, spoke to the group
on some of his dog and deer
experiences. One statement he
made, although it sounds cruel
made good sense. If any con
cerned party sees dogs attack
ing a deer and does not recog
nize the dogs don’t try to drive
them off. Get in contact with
the warden and give the exact
location of the problem. Many
times the warden will be able to
get there in time to catch the
dogs and be able to substantiate
a case against the dog owners.
The dogs in question may kill
one deer but it caught in the
act, they sure won’t get the
chance to kill another.

Knox Ice Fishing
Derby Resuly Results
Continued from preceding page
In the white perch category
Jack Tarbot was first with a 1
lb., 4 oz. fish. Richard Parlin
was second place with his entry
weighing 1 lb., 3% oz., and
William Aucoin completed the
category with a 1 lb., 2 oz.
entry. All these fish were taken
from Damariscotta Lake.
In the pickerel category,
young Michelle Dodge topped
all entries with a 4 lb., 7 oz. fish
taken from North Pond. Ken
Spear was second with a 4 lb.,
6% oz. fish from Hobbs Pond,
and Milon Fuller was third
with a 3 lb., 12% oz. fish from
Quantabacook Pond.

After announcing the derby
winners, the winners of the door
prizes were drawn: Ethel Stein
of Waldoboro and David Boland
of Richland each won 200 gal
lons of fuel oil. Susan Morse of
Hope won the AM-FM radio.
E.W. Fox of Bath had the lucky
number drawn for the calcula
tor. Frank Prescott from Bel
fast won the chain saw. And
Diane Moody from Appleton
completed the door prize win
ners after claiming the digital
watch.
And so, for the co-chairman
Gary Gertloff and Everett Mur
phy, this, Maine’s largest fish
ing derby, came to a close.

‘WHITTENS” MOOSEHEAD MOTOR INN

OnM^-J-d
Telephone 207-534-7778

Winter “Snowmobile” Vacation Land
**

•
•
•
•
•

SPECIAL WEEKEND PACKAGE”

[Friday nite thru Sunday Lunch
includes Sat. Nite Buffet]
Cocktail Lounge
Home of the “Corner Pocket” Pub & Game Room
Warm comfortable Steam heated Rooms
Accessible to all major trails from our door.
Spacious lobby for your relaxation — T.V.
please make reservations early

WANTED RAW FURS
BEAVER - BOBCAT - MUSKRAT
OTTER - FOX — COYOTE
Will Buy Skinned or Unskinned
Paying Top Prices For Your Fur
Will Travel For Large Lots
I Will Pay Postage On Furs Sent To Me.

C & D Furs
50 No Name Pond Road
Sabattus, Maine 04280
Call: 375-4296

OLD MILL CAMPGROUND
on Moosehead Lake
Open All Year—RV and Tent Sites
Housekeeping Cabins-Store-Gas-Boats
Docking, Boat Storage
"We welcome hunters, ice fishermen,
snowmobilers and skiers

On Route 15 — 2 Miles South of Rockwood
P.O. Box 198, Rockwood, Maine
Phone 207-534-7333

The special meeting held by
the Fryeburg Fish and Game
Association on January 22nd
proved to be interesting and
informative. Dr. Barnes, a
prominent sportsman from this
area, addressed the group on
problems facing the deer herd
and the role the coyote is
playing. Dr. Barnes was espe
cially critical of editorials ap
pearing in the Portland Press
Herald and Sunday Telegram
regarding the coyote. He feels
that if those individuals who
write in support of the coyote
would get out into the woods
and observe the situation in the
wild, as it really is, and not as
depicted by TV and the dogooders, they might direct their
propaganda efforts in a differ
ent direction. Nature is harsh
and cruel and death is an
every day occurrence. The coy
ote is a new and vicious preda
tor in Maine. To depict him as
anything else is nonsense.
Lee Perry, state biologist, re
inforced the ideas presented by
Dr. Barnes. He also mentioned
the problem with the Maine
deer herd is not ours alone.
Much of the Northern United
States and Southern Canada is
experiencing the same decline
in numbers. The problem can
not be laid to one factor, but to
a combination of them; to name
a few: increasing severity of
winters, loss of habitat, hunting
pressure, changes in timbering

Western
Regional
Bob Sanderson
Box 89, Fryeburg 04037
practices, and predation by coy
ote.
One point brought out in the
discussion was the relationship
in the hunter deer kill in certain
areas to the rate of decline. At
first there was a noticeable
absence of fawns in deer regis
trations. The next year fewer
does were tagged and lastly the
majority of deer tagged were
adult bucks. It doesn’t take
much woods knowledge to real
ize what effect the coyote had
on this situation. As he moved
in, fawns were the easy prey.
Does heavy with fawn in the
yards became his second source
of predation and, lastly adult
bucks, weak from hard winters.
Readers, we have a problem!
What is the answer? Greater
minds than ours are trying to
work out something, but at least
let’s try something.

I wish to thank all who came
and participated in the pro
gram, especially Charlie Cockran for the fine panel he put
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together.
A special guest was Gary
Anderson of the Department of
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Hunter Safety Program. Gary
presented an Award of Merit to
the Fryeburg Fish and Game
Association for the work per
formed in the Hunter Safety
Program over the past five
years. President David Haley
accepted for the club.
Results of the Deer Hunter
Survey have been compiled with
almost 200 hunters sending in
completed forms. There is not
space enough in this column to
print complete results, but cop
ies can be secured from club
secretary Harold Sanborn. Send
a stamped, self-addressed enve
lope and he will be glad to
mail you a copy.

**•

The Western Maine Bass
Masters club held their monthly
meeting at the Laurel Lea Mo
tel in Bridgton on February 9th.
President Don Cresswell pre
sented a slate of dates and
locations for tournaments to be
sponsored by the organization
this summer. The club is also
proceeding with plans to spon
sor a raffle of a completely
equipped bass boat this year.
It hardly seems possible, but
March is the month when the
first signs of spring start to
appear. Melting snows and high
water form potholes in many of
the intervale fields, and ducks
and geese stop over on their
northward journey. Bare fields
bordered by alder runs provide
singing areas for migrating
woodcock. Just the other night
Richard Ginn a summer resi
dent of Lovell asked about
woodcock and their mating
ritual. He said he had heard
about it but never had the
opportunity to observe the per
formance. I informed him of a
few locations close by where he
could go and observe this activ
ity.

WHAT’S THE MAINE WAY?
It’s a cookbook like no other you’ve ever read. This 100-page cookbook was put
together by the wives of two game wardens. It covers everything from deer to bear
to eels and snapping turtles. The book is entirely devoted to the kinds of game
and fresh water fish a Maine sportsman would take with recipes that are practical,
time-proven common in Maine kitchens.
The book comes with a convenient loose leaf binding, so It lies flat when you
use it. Very convenient. The book is sprinkled throughout with illustrations by
Maine Game Warden John Ford.
You’ll want one for your own kitchen and they make great gifts for those hard
to please friends and relatives. You could tuck some away now for the next
gift-giving season.

Please send me____ rTHE MAINE WAY Cookbooks at $3 each
NAME_______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_________________________________________________________ ___________
___ ______________________________________________________ ZIP_________________
Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Me. 04098
Maine Residents add 254 tax and handling.
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How to Make a Better Bird Box
Birds have been as unpred
ictable as weather this winter.
Most feeding station operators
report a dearth of visitors. Des
pite the record snowfall, in the
Portland area at least, most of
us have containers filled to
overflowing with sunflower
seeds, peanut hearts and thistle
seed. What we may have saved
in money in no way makes up
for the loss in enjoyment.
Yet, within 6 or 7 miles of our
house, both to the West and
North, 10 to 15 different species
have been sighted at feeders —
purple finches, gold finches,
house finches, evening gros
beaks, redpolls, titmice, cardi
nals, nuthatches (both red and
white breasted), two kinds of
woodpeckers, the ubiquitous
chickadees, an occasional blue
jay, and mourning doves. How
ever, nowhere have there been
great numbers of birds —
only 5 or 6 of a species as com
pared to the usual flocks. The
Audubon Society feels the small
cone crop may be a contrib
uting factor and forced many
species to move farther south.
The appearance of a gray owl
at Audubon headquarters in
Falmouth and a Cooper’s hawk
in a back yard in West Fal
mouth attest to the fact that
their usual diet is in short
supply in their regular winter
ing grounds resulting in their
southward movement. The
Cooper’s hawk has been seen on
four different occasions darting
suddenly down to grab a mourn
ing dove. It then devours its
catch in full view of my friend’s
kitchen window, taking about
% of an hour to finish its meal.
Meanwhile 6 to 8 relatives of
the “victim” feed close by un
der a spruce tree! After
thoughtful deliberation by my
friend as to the wisdom of com
pletely stopping putting out
feed, she decided that it would
mean a hardship for too many
regular song birds and that the
hawk’s action is all part of the
balance of nature and survival
of the fittest.

March is a month of variable
character — one day warm and
springlike, full of sunshine, an
other cold and blustery, dark
clouds scudding across the sky.
But at least its variableness is
consistent year after year. We
have come to accept this mixed
bag of weather. With it comes
the knowledge that the sun
daily increases in power. There
are more hours of daylight. The
inevitable natural order of re
turn and departure of bird
friends will take place.
The fact that many of the
usual wintering species forsook
Maine for warmer locations
should make for a more inter
esting March. Hopefully we will
get an early look at some
finches and grosbeaks. Juncos
and many of the sparrow family
—tree, fox, song, should be in
evidence. And toward the last of
the month the blackbirds,
grackles, cowbirds, redwings,
and rustys will be arriving, real
harbingers of spring.
Time not spent at the window
watching birds can be well
spent in the basement con
structing bird houses. And
March is none too early to start
the project. At the risk of being
pedantic, here a$e some “dos”
for the house builders, all
proven out by experimentation
at various sanctuaries of sever
al Audubon societies. They can
mean the difference between
success and failure in “leasing”
your homes. Certain basic re
quirements should be met by all
nesting boxes no matter for
what species they are construct
ed.
1. Ventilation by small auger
holes or a slit just under the
roof will provide a cool dwell
ing.
2. Drainage holes in the bot
tom reduce danger of drowning
of young birds in heavy rains.
3. Convenient means to open
box for cleaning after each
brood of birds.
4. Seasoned wood 1/2 - 7/8
inches thick, pine, cedar or
cypress, is the best.

The Bird Nest
By Margery Hall Johnson

5. A roof slanting toward the
front of the box, extending
about 2” beyond the front edge
protects entrance hole in case
of driving rains, shades the
entrance hole and enables water
to drain off.

BIRD NESTING BOXES

6. For permanency, brass
screws and hinges or galvanized
nails should be used.
7. Exterior finish should be
either brown or green stain or
paint for preservation as well
as concealment.
8. An open location, prefer
ably on a pole, is safer from
predation than on a tree or
among branches or heavy foli
age.

9. A back piece extending a
few inches above and below the
box provides a means for firmly
attaching box to the support.
10. A galvanized tin cat —
guard on the pole or tree or
other approach to the box will
discourage felines.

Now for specifics! Build the
house for some particular spe
cies native to the region. Blue
birds, tree swallows, house
wrens and chickadees are the
most likely to become tenants.
The primary concern of the
builder should be the entrance
hole. English sparrows and
starlings are notorious for at
tempting to nest in all houses
available. To foil their attempts
it is essential to keep the
opening smaller than 1% inches.
This will preclude their occupy
ing any houses built for wrens

Bluebird and Tree Swallow:
Floor of cavity
4 to 5 inches square (in
terior)
Depth of cavity
6 to 8 inches
Diameter of hole....
Hole above floor....
to l3/4 inches
5 to 6 inches
Place 5-12 feet above the ground. Tree Swallows
have 1 brood, Bluebirds 2 or 3 yearly.
House Wren:
Floor of cavity
4 by 4 inches (interior)
Depth of cavity
6 to 8 inches
Diameter of hole....
Hole above floor....
1 inch
4 to 6 inches
Hang or place box 5 to 10 feet above the ground.
Wrens have 2 broods, sometimes 3, yearly.
Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch:
Floor of cavity
4 by 4 inches (interior)
Depth of cavity
8 to 10 inches
Diameter of hole....
Hole above floor....
1^4 inches
6-8 inches
Place box 8 to 15 feet above the ground. Nuthatch
has 1 brood, Chickadee sometimes 2.

and chickadees. In the case of
bluebirds and tree swallows,
they need 1 % inches, so vigil
ance is necessary to discourage

the “unwanted tenants”.
Margery Hall Johnson
15 Colonial Village
Falmouth, Maine, 04105

Biggest Bucks in Maine Club
Joseph F. Fabrizio, West Ha
ven, Conn., 200 pounds, Novem
ber 25, Freeman Ridge.
Vincenzo Fascone, Howard
Beach, New York, 202 pounds,
November 7, Lakeville.
Warren A. Farwell, 497 Virgin
Street, Rumford, 225 pounds,
Parkertown Township.

Bruce R. Ferguson, Plympton,
Mass., 201 pounds, November 23,
Tomah Stream.

Nelson Field, Columbia, Conn.,
210 pounds, November 17, Whytopitlock.
Scott J. Flaherty, Mill Pond
Drive, North Windham, 200
pounds, November 24, North
Windham.
Charles Florida, Tower City,
Pa., 220 pounds, November 10,
Canton Mountain.

Warren R. Forbes, Gibbs Mills,
Livermore, 220 pounds, Novem
ber 6, Livermore.
Robert Forshaw, Linwood,
N.J., 231 pounds, November 25,
Spencer Bay.
Lloyd E. Foss, Stewartsville,
N.J., 212 pounds, November 15,
T7-R14.
James H. Freeman, Reading,
Pa., 237 pounds, November 16,
Kennebago.
Brian Gallant, Lake Road, Le
vant, 207 pounds, November 11,
West Levant.
Larry A. Gallant, Mitchell Hill
Road, Gorham, 202 pounds, No
vember 6, Rockwood Strip.

Scott A. Gallant, 263 Pleasant
Hill Road, Scarborough, 209
pounds, November 14, Scar
borough.

Albert Giberson, Strickland
Road, Fort Fairfield, 228 pounds,
November 25, Garfield.
George B. Gilbert, RFD 1,
Farmington, 200 pounds, Novem
ber 25, Industry.
Michael Gosselin, 22 North
Street, Augusta, 210 pounds, No
vember 23, Whitefield.
Melvin C. Grass, Chishire,
Mass., 218 pounds, November 24,
T11-R3.
Larry Griffiths, Bell Hill Road,
Otisfield, 205 pounds, November
8, Alder Stream.
John Grimes, Norton, Mass.,
222 pounds, November 18, Oquossoc.
Gene Hall, RFD 1, Mount Ver
non, 207 pounds, November 4,
Mount Vernon.
Larry W. Hall, Yardville, N.J.,
221 pounds, November 12, Abbot.

David A. Ham, Springfield, 209
pounds, November 4, Springfield.
Gerald Hartfoed, North Leeds,
200 pounds, November 25, Leeds.

Nathan O.A. Hill, Marsh Road,
East Corinth, 201 pounds, No
vember 25, Corinth.
Emil Hitcho, Bethleham, Pa.,
203 pounds, November 18, Vance
boro.
Charles Hodgkins, Coopers
Mills, 206 pounds, November 4,
Jefferson.
Joseph M. Holland, 5 White
Hill, Fort Fairfield, 209 pounds,
November 15, T9-R8.

Gayland A. Hunt, RFD 1, Skow
hegan, 202 pounds, November 24,
Harmony.
Mike Hunt, 25 George Street,
Bangor, 202 pounds, November
18, Corinna.

Ringo Hunt, RFD 1, Harmony,
210 pounds, November 23, Har
mony.
Quint Hurst, Ridge Road, East
Corinth, 227 pounds, November
21, East Corinth.
Robert Issac, Springfield,
Mass., 208 pounds, November 13,
Monson.
Donald C. Jacquith, Alexander,
N.H., 200 pounds, November 18,
Dallas.
Bertram Jamison, Mexico, 203
pounds, November 1, Tomhegan.
Kenneth E. Johnson, RFD 1,
Guilford, 215 pounds, Novem
ber 18, Parkman.
Bill Joseph, Ateo, N.J., 200
pounds, November 23.

Michael A. Kay, Tilton, N.H.,
202 pounds, November 25, Lex
ington Flats.
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Wild Turkeys Return to Maine
By Al Raychard
Reintroduction of America’s
largest game bird to southern
Maine, according to reports by
local sportsmen who came up
with the idea, is proving suc
cessful.
For the first time in more
than 200 years, the turkey is
thriving and producing young in
what was once the northern
extremity of its range. Perhaps
no other reintroduction program
in modern times will prove as
beneficial to southern Maine as
this one, for it could mean the
beginning of a harvestable pop
ulation of an extremely chal
lenging game bird.
The eastern wild turkey [Meleagris gaUopavo silventris] at
one time was a native of south
ern Maine, and it has only been
150 years since they disappear
ed from the New England re
gion entirely. Large quantities
of bones have been unearthed in
this region indicating the tur
key’s importance as a food
source for Indians and early
settlers along the coast.
Flocks were reported by early
settlers to have numbered sev
eral hundred birds with weights
exceeding 50 and 60 pounds for
many birds. According to one
source gobblers weighing 40
pounds were, “spoken of fre
quently.”
Contrary to Thanksgiving
folklore turkeys have always

had a limited range in the released birds were pen-raised
Northeast, particularly in stock unfamiliar and ill-preMaine. Here, they were restrict . pared for the natural conditions
ed to areas along the coast in of the wild.
what is now York and Cumber
The birds quickly dispersed
land counties and probably and were seen in towns up to 15
were rarely seen inland.
and 20 miles away from the
The harsh winters which release sites. Many were hit by
plague areas north of the Saco cars, poachers claimed a few,
River without a doubt were a and the harsh winter conditions
major factor limiting range, but probably took the majority. It is
food and threats from preda believed, although no one knows
tors, especially the wolf, which for certain, as few as a half
roamed this region in those dozen may have survived the
early years, probably were
“domestic stocking,” for scat
major factors as well.
tered birds were seen by hunt
The story of the wild turkey’s ers a year later. No attempt
disappearance from Maine is a was made to follow up on thensad one, but characteristic of status or progress, however.
the era. By the mid-1700’s many
But the 1962 stocking created
of the coastal towns were pros an interest. It got a few turkey
pering and growing rapidly. Set enthusiasts convinced reintro
tlers were pushing inland away duction of the wild turkey could
from the sea and the untouched succeed if planned and man
habitat, which was the main aged properly. And, if only wild
stay of the turkey soon became
birds were trapped and released
in a good habitat.
pasturelands and grazing lands.
By the turn of the 19th cen
The first step came in Febru
tury the turkey had all but ary of 1977 when a cooperative
disappeared from Maine much move between a group of York
the same way as they had in County sportsmen, led by Gene
other areas of their once wide
Howard, and Maine Fish and
native range.
Wildlife personnel arranged to
The first attempt to reestab transport and release 21 wild
lish the turkey in Maine took turkeys donated to Maine by the
place in 1962. Approximately 150 State of Vermont. Included
birds were released in a joint were 16 hens and 5 immature
venture by the Maine Wildlife toms to be released within 48
Department and local sporting hours in an area near Mt.
clubs in the Bangor and Sebago Agamenticus in the town of
Lake areas. Unfortunately, the York.

Biologists believed the Aga
menticus area offered the nec
essary ingredients required to
support turkeys throughout the
year.
Although the winter of 1977-78
was unusually cold, with abnor
mal depths of snow, spring
sightings by area sportsmen
and biologists revealed all the
released birds had made it
through the winter. Ironically,
broods of young birds were
being sighted as well and that
fall a young bird with a broken
leg was captured and weighed
an impressive 9 pounds.

Apparently a number of the
immature toms were further
advanced than originally antici
pated and breeding had taken
place that spring, much to the
pleasure of hopeful sportsmen.
Another release in February
of 1978 included 13 hens and 9
toms. The only major change in
the program was the selected
release site. It was discovered
in the fall of 1977 the Agamenti
cus birds had moved 9 miles to
the southwest to a place called,
oddly enough, “Turkey Swamp”
in the town of Eliot.
It was believed this area had
once been native range of the
wild turkey before they became
extinct in Maine. After study it
proved to still be ideal habitat.
The birds faired well through
out the winter of 1977-78 and a

number of flocks have been
reported in several towns. The
number of reported young has
increased as well.

It is not known exactly how
many turkeys are thriving in
southern Maine at this time,
figures vary considerably
among sources. State wildlife
biologists at Scarborough are
less optimistic with their figures
than area sportsmen saying
only about 40 birds are known
to exist.
Gene Howard of Wells, the
man said to have fathered the
dream of a wild turkey popu
lation in Maine, says he knows
of one flock with at least that
many birds. He claims he also
has reports on another flock
numbering 21 and has seen still
another flock with 18-20 birds
all in different locations. In all,
Howard suggests there are at
least 200 wild turkeys in York
County and expects the popula
tion to grow and prosper.

Despite encouraging signs, fu
ture of the wild turkey in Maine
is still unpredictable even
though the first two stockings
seem to have been successful.
In the minds of biologists the
turkey has a long way to go.
But it is the belief of dedicated
turkey enthusiasts such as How
ard and men like him the wild
turkey has come home to stay.
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FLY FISHING SCHOOL
A Unique Outdoor Experience at Quimby Pond in the Rangeley Region.
Maine’s only fly fishing school is designed to provide you with both a great weekend of recreation and a maximum
amount of practical instruction. Since you can only catch fish when your hook is in the water, casting technique and
fishing methods are most heavily emphasized. The course is instructed by Maine Sportsman fly fishing columnist Kenneth
O. Allen Jr. and Editor Harry Vanderweide. The course of instruction has been carefully shaped over the past five years to
take the student, in one weekend, from wondering how to cast a fly to being able to find and catch fish in rivers, lakes,
ponds and streams.
WHAT THE COURSE INCLUDES
You'll spend some time in the classroom. That’s the best way we know to teach you how to tie knots, to get you to tie a
streamer fly on your own, to show you proper equipment care, to understand stream entomology, to show you how to
select quality flies and fly fishing equipment and allow you to ask questions.
But the fish are outside, in the water, and that’s where we’ll take you. You’ll experience both still water fly fishing on
Quimby Pond and moving water fishing on a nearby stream. We’ll have canoes available for your use at Quimby. You’ll get
to fish for both stocked and wild brook trout.
We’ll show you how to fish a stretch of stream in the most efficient manner and what the experienced fisherman learns
to see. But most of all. we’ll teach you to cast a fly line. We can't make you a tournament caster in a single weekend, but
we can show you how to cast a neat line that will put your fly over fish.
WHY TAKE A FLY FISHING COURSE?
If you talk to people who have been fly fishing for a long time, they will tell you that attending a good fly fishing school
will give the beginner about a two year’s head start. Fly fishing is not a difficult sport. But it is demanding. You must
understand the basics of casting and presentation. Until you get those under your belt, you can’t fully enjoy this wonderful
method of angling.
That’s what the Maine Sportsman Fly Fishing School is all about. We teach you the basics and we show you fly fishing
can be pure enjoyment. That’s why we decided to hold the school in the magnificent Rangeley region and why we will keep
the enrollment to a small group. We want to enjoy teaching the course and we want you to enjoy what you learn. During
the course you will hear us talk about quality fishing. The Maine Sportsman Fly Fishing School has been designed to be a
quality fishing experience.

The Maine Sportsman Fly Fishing School is offered at the special low
rate of $169 per person which includes all meals and lodging at Quimby
Pond Camps, on the shores of Quimby Pond, long recognized as one
of the best brook trout waters in Maine. Accommodations can be
made for husband-wife students, lodging is generally group style in
cottages with automatic heat and fireplaces. The food is excellent. Fee
does not include cost of a fishing license.
Non-resident licenses can be obtained at the school. 3-day license
$7.50 Non-resident season license $25.50.

Reservations will be filled on a first-come, first-served
basis. Complete Information on the school will be
sent with confirmation.
Check one: □ Session #1, June 1, 2, 3
□ Session #2, June 30, July 1,2

□ Session #3, July 7, 8, 9

NAME _________ _ ___________TEL. NO.____________
ADDRESS
_____ :__________________________________
_______________________ ________ ZIP ________________
$50 Deposit Required — Send to: Maine Sportsman, Box 365, Augusta, Me. 04330

EACH SESSION WILL BE STRICTLY LIMITED TO 10 STUDENTS TO
ASSURE INSTRUCTION.
For information call Harry Vanderweide, 207-622-6408
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Springvale F & G Elects Officers
Maine’s oldest fish and game
club, the Springvale Fish and
Game Club recently held its
89th annual meeting. The fol
lowing is a brief synopsis of
their meeting.
The meeting was called to
order by the President Homer
Wright. The Secretary’s and
Treasurer’s reports were pre
sented by Francis Dall, treas
urer, and Robert Rondeau, sec
retary. The secretary’s report
noted membership was full,
which the by-laws limit to 50
members, plus honorary mem
bers, of which there is one,
Judge Ralph Ross, of the Maine
District Court. The treasurer’s
report showed all bills paid with
a satisfactory balance for the
coming year.
The President then called for
the election of nine directors
chosen as follows: Francis Dall,
Larry Dion, Charles Pelletier,
Henry Plamondon, Robert Ron
deau, Charles Seavey, Homer

Wright, Tom Brown and Vai
Ford. The Directors chose the
same slate of officers. President,
Homer Wright; Secretary, Rob
ert Rondeau; Treasurer, Fran
cis Dall. Other items of busi
ness discussed included the
preparation of the club’s 90th
anniversary meeting.
The members were then pro
vided with a bountiful ham
supper prepared by the presid
ent and his staff. This was
followed by an interesting mov
ie on Maine’s old time river
lumber drive operations.
In summing up, it was noted
that the club members were not
very successful in the deer
season as only three members
got deer, but fishing activities
throughout the year were very
successful.
Congratulations to this fine
organization which was formed
in 1891 and continues to meet
and work towards the better
ment of the state.

Trout Unlimited is coming to
Southern Maine. I have recently
been in contact with Tom Pero
the coordinator of Trout Unlim
ited from Massachusetts and he
has asked me to set up an
organizational meeting in the
Kittery-Eliot area for early
April.
I know some of you are
saying this is just another club
that will cost you money and
probably won’t do you, as an
individual, any good. Well, you
may be right, but I’m going to
hold my judgment until after I
attend the meeting. After all,
I’m a member of Ducks Unlim
ited and I know that most of the
money they raise goes outside
the country, but I still believe
that they are working for me
and my sons so that in the
future there will still be duck
hunting. If this organization can
prove to me that they are
striving for the same purpose,
then I’ll join. If this sounds

TRADING POST
FOR SALE

This is just a partial listing, for
a complete listing please call or
drop us a line. Lake Street Real
Estate.
New Listings:
Did you ever want to own your
own island? We just listed one
on Lower Sysladobsis Lake.
Nice camp on leased land with
own generator plant. Private
retreat!
Lincoln — 10 acres on easily
accessable road, beautifully
wooded with white birch, small
brook crosses back of property,
has deeded beach rights to sal
mon and togue lake. Only
$4,500.
Lincoln — 60 plus acres located
on Route 6, over 600 ft. of year
round frontage, approx. 8 acres
of grQwn up fields, the rest
wooded with mostly hardwood.
Back of property is high and
has fantastic views. Sub-division
potential. A very good invest
ment at $13,500.
Lee — North Road, cozy three
room self sufficient cabin on 11
acres of land, one acre cleared,
the rest wooded, great garden
spot, workshop, woodshed, in
the heart of good hunting.
Priced to sell at $10,000.
Lake Street Real Estate. Carle
ton W. Aylward, Broker.
MORE LAND
LAKE STREET
REAL ESTATE

Lee — 111 acres, located 800
feet off year round road, mostly
hardwood located on side of a
hill overlooking lake. $22,000.
Owner says make an offer.
Lee — Silver Lake, camplot
with 100 ft. shore frontage on
southerly shore. A bargain at
$1900.
Lincoln — 14 acres, hardwood
ridge, deeded beach rights to

Cold Stream Lake. $4800.
Carroll — approx. 24 acres with
over a 1000 ft. on Route 6 and
over 800 ft. on seasonal road.
About half of the lot is grown
up fields and the rest is wooded.
Small brook. Only $6000. Act
fast on this one!
Lincoln — 12 plus acres on
easily accessable road, beauti
ful hardwopd ridge, makes a
great woodlot.
Chester — 6 acres with 200 feet
on year round road and 200 ft.
on trout stream. $4150.
Carroll — 4.7 acres with 496 feet
on the Brown Road, 772 ft. on
seasonal road. Beautiful pine
trees. A bargain at $2500.
Lee — 10 plus acres with 300 ft.
on year round gravel road.
Over an acre of cleared land,
the rest mostly hardwood, brook
crosses property, lean-to shed,
privy, beautiful spot for $5450.
Lake Street Real Estate. Carle
ton W. Aylward, Broker.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
LAKE STREET
REAL ESTATE

Going Business — On a main
street and abutted by a lake,
growing community, $150,000.
Winn — Sawmill site, approx. 50
acres of land on Route 2, indus
trial power and railroad siding.
$40,000.
Lake Street Real Estate - Carle
ton W. Aylward, Broker.
CAMPS
LAKE STREET
REAL ESTATE

Lee — Camp with rock fire
place, cedar panelled through
out, 120 ft. by 150 ft. lot on year
round accessable road. Only
$3500.
Carroll — insulated camp on
two acres of land with view of
Mt. Katahdin. $7,800.

Mattakeunk Lake — two bed
room camp on excellent lot,
sandy beach on good fishing
and swimming lake.
Lake Street Real Estate, 5 Lake
Street, Box 66, Lincoln, Maine
04457. Carleton W. Aylward,
Broker. Home 207-794-2460.
Pamela P. Hamilton, Broker.
Home 207-738-4741. Sharon M.
Aiken, Broker. Home 207794-3370.
Real Estate Salespersons:
Laurie T. Parise - Home 207738-4151. Margaret Rivard Home 207-794-8870.
FLY TYING MATERIALS

Flies - Cortland and H.L. Leon
ard Rods and equipment. Lin
coln canoes. We mail order. Mr.
Sport Inc. Rt. 9, Eddington, Me.
843-6008. Open 7 days.

York County Report

Wayne C. Hooper
50 State St.,
Eliot 03903
selfish then so be it.
The TU meeting will be on
April 9th at 7:30 at the South
ern Maine Fish and Game club
house on Martin road in Kittery.
I hope to see you all there.
••*
There was an incident recent
ly in the Northwest part of our
country in which thousands of
deer and elk were starving to
death because of the heavy
snows. The state fish and game
departments were trying to get
food into these areas and spent
many hours trying to save as
many animals as they could. At
one point it looked as if one of
the states was going to lose a
whole fawn crop.
The point that I’m trying to
make is where does the money
to finance the fish and game
departments come from, and

who pays for the food that had
to be trucked and flown into
these areas? Sportsmen, that’s
who. You and I by purchasing
guns, ammunition, fishing equip
ment, licenses and everything
else that pertains to the out
doors. Nowhere was there an
anti-sportsman hauling food or
volunteering time to help save
these animals. Why? Probably
because they would be forced to
admit that starving is much
more cruel than hunting. Also,
they would find themselves ex
posed to a majority of sports
men and might have to take a
back seat to all of the people
whose lives are directly related
to the outdoors. They would
rather sit behind their type
writers or hide behind their
pens and make noise without
facing anyone.

DISTRIBUTOR NEEDED
The Maine Sportsman needs a distributor to take over a route
in the Southern Piscataquis area. This is an established
route which will give good profits for only a few hours work
each month. Persons interested should contact:
Lana Vanderwiede
168 Northern Avenue
Augusta, Maine 04330
Tel. 622-6408

WE TALK
TRUCK!
1979 CHEVY PU 2 WHEEL DRIVE

TRADE

22 Ruger Auto, pistol, excellent,
for Frontier 22, 5 inch barrel, of
equal value. Otto Haga, Winter
Harbor, Me. 04693. Tel: 963-7123.

IRVING’S ANECDOPES

Had claimed the fishing wasn’t
good,
Broke camp feeling down in the
dump;
Would make one last trip back
in the wood,
“To pour IRVING’S FLY-DOPE
over a stump.”
SPORTSMEN

Black Bear hunts over baited
stands. If you want a big Black,
book a hunt now! Fishing and
canoe trips to remote areas.
Book now! Write David Mangin,
Old Lewiston Road, Winthrop,
ME. 04364. CaH 207-377-8269.
WANTED

Operating sporting camps to
buy. Year round. CaU 377-8269.
Write Dave Mangin, Old Lewis
ton road, Winthrop, ME. 04364.

YOUR BIGGER DOLLAR DEALER
LIST PRICE $5,359.75 T™Xot

$4,388.00

Your Choice

YOU GET ALL THIS
Brand new 1979 Chevy V? ton 250 CID. 4.1 litre 3 speed. Anticorrosion treatments
Power flow thru ventilation. Roof drip moldings. Double Wall construction

NOUS PARLONS FRANCAIS

Paul Cantin
If at any time you are not fully satisfied
please come In and see me personally.
I’m here all the time.
Paul R. Cantln

946 Center St. Auburn

784-4035
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SPORTSMAN'S TRADING POST
LOG FURNITURE FOR SALE

Hand crafted cedar furniture.
Ideal for log home, cabin or
camp. Free catalog. Northern
Furniture Designs, Inc. 377
Cumberland Ave. Portland,
Maine 04102.
STREAMER FLIES

We all know the great State of
Maine is famous for its original
streamer flies. I have had good
results with the Black Ghost,
Grey Ghost, etc. However a
couple of years ago I was
introduced to the (incredible)
Silver Minnow. This streamer
came from Detroit, Mich. In my
experience in the Rangely
region, Kennebago and Pierce
Pond (and Conn, too) the Silver
Minnow outfishes all of them.
I’ve never seen it in sport shops
and until now I used to give
them away. However you can
order them by mail. Casting
streamers are $.75 and trolling
streamers are $1.50 weighted.
Order yours before ice out. Ed
Lull, Maple Road, Portland, Ct.
06480.

DUCK HUNTING STAMPS

WINTER SPORTSPERSONS

FOR SALE

INSTANT CASH!

WOW! Send out of date Duck
Stamps for cash. Wildlife Gal
lery 272 Bedford St. Stamford,
Conn. 06901.

Accommodations for snowmobilers, cross country skiers, ice
fishing enthusiasts, etc. Meals
served in our 14 bedroom lodge;
bar and sporting atmosphere.
Special group rates. Convenient
location with superb facilities.
Why not the best? The Five
Seasons Readfield, Maine 04355.
Tel: 207-685-3345.

Winchester 12 gauge Win choke
Mark ii. Savage 170 Caliber
3030. Preston Holmes, PO 73,
Portage Maine 04768.

Paid for collections of old base
ball cards. Collector thirty
years. R. Thing, Box 450, Skow
hegan, Maine 04976. (474-5820).

CAMPS FOR SALE

AKC ENGLISH SPRINGER
SPANIEL PUPPIES

AUTOMOBILES WANTED

Unrestored — Pre-WWII pre
ferred — any condition. We
honor Finder’s fees. Please
mail particulars, phone num
ber, and price to M. Jay Weglarz PO Box 36, Brimfield,
Mass. 01550. Tel M13-245-3244.
AT STUD

Seargent of Riverside, yellow
Lab. 1978 high-point derby dog,
Maine Retriever Trial Club,
with over 20 qualifying points in
1978 as well. Of a hip x-rays
“good”. Strong yellow genes.
Contact Steve Levine, 207-8732401 or Dave Mosher, Sugarfoot
Kennel 207-948-2582 for particu
lars on this fine young dog.
UKC BLACK AND TAN

Stud Service - “Smokey” is a
top hound in all departments
from cage to pressure treeing.
465-7801.

FLY TYING

HANDMADE KNIVES

Largest display of fly tying
materials in the Northeast. Now
Orvis joins our list of high
quality fly tackle and accesso
ries. Bob Leeman’s Trout Shop,
(Tamarak Motel) 807 Wilson
St., Brewer, Me. 04412. Free
catalog.

Handmade hunting and camp
ing knives. Beautifully crafted
of high carbon tool steel with
handrubbed walnut or cherry
handles. Send $1 for illustrated
catalog. Bohrmann Knives, 29
Portland Street, Yarmouth,
Maine 04096. 207-846-3385.

SHOTGUNS WANTED

NOTICE

Parker Bros, shotguns wanted,
all gauges. Also other makes
purchased, catalogs before 1940.
William Drexler, Dingmans
Ferry, Penna. 18328.

Millinocket Lake Flying Ser
vice, Inc. will be operating on
skis out of the Millinocket Muni
cipal Airport this winter. Day
ice fishing trips to Eagle Lake
on the Allagash. For reserva
tions contact Scott Cianchette
207-723-9215 (residence) or 207723-6649 (airport).

STREAMER FLIES

16 different patterns. $1.25 tan
dem, $.90 single retail. Whole
sale in large amounts. Call for
price. Mel’s Flies 37 Pine St.,
Mechanic Falls, Me. 04256. Tel.
345-9058.
RETRIEVERS

Coldshores Kennels, specializing
in field trial labrador and gold
en retrievers, puppies and stud
service by high point derby
labrador and Canadian National
qualified golden. Belgrade
495-2000.
WILDLIFE-SPORTING PRINT
CATALOGS

Roger Tory Peterson, Reece,
Harm, Signer. Send $2.00 Wild
life Gallery 272 Bedford St.,
Stamford, Conn. 06901.
CAMP WANTED

Cash paid for fair priced camp
or land on Moosehead Lake
with alot of privacy. Write or
call Chet Tomasek, 19 Lamphere Road., Waterford, Ct.
203-443-7565.
HANDMADE SNOWSHOES

Adults $45 - Children $25. Also
Canadian Snowshoe Mukluks
and
moccasins.
Repairs,
bindings and rentals. Tel:
1-603-447-5287. Kancamagus
Snowshoe Center, Conway, N.H.
03818.
AKC BASSET HOUNDS

Fine hunting stock. Fd. Ch.
Geezer at stud puppies. Dick
Drysdale. 465-7801.

ATTENTION BRITT BUFFS

Central Maine Brittany Club is
now accepting applications for
new members. For information
and application contact Dwight
Jordan, Secretary, CMBC, Box
336, North Windham, Maine
04062. Tel: 892-4979.
BEAR HUNTERS

Now booking for 1979 season.
Baited areas. Write John G.
York, Howland, Maine, Box 178,
04448.
SPORTING CAMPS FOR SALE

Lodge and 10 cottages on 11
acres with 950 ft. frontage on
Eagle Lake. For details call:
207-562-7268.
BEAR HUNTERS

Hunt Bear in the Rugged West
ern Mountains of Maine over
live baits June 15 to August 15.
Private individual cabins with
main dining room. Private
access. American Plan. Rea
sonable rates. Write Bosebuck
Camps, Wilsons Mills, Maine
04293. 207-243-2945.

CUSTOM TIED FLIES

All standard patterns and types
or to your special order. Send
$1.00 for a sample of your
favorite fly and a price list of
my flies. Eric Tirrell, RFD 1,
Buxton Rd., Saco Maine 04072.
Tel 207-282-0800.
BRITTANY SPANIEL PUPS

Snow Gate Kennel Brittany
Spaniel pups. Whelped 1/4/79.
These pups are nominated for
the No. American Futurity.
Sire: Can & Am Ch Buckie of
Snow Gate. Dam: Classic of
Snow Gate. 4 males, 2 females.
Tel 929-5216.
THE SALE

AKC Registered Labrador Re
trievers 13 weeks old. Had shots
and wormed. Father good re
triever. $100.00. Call Palermo
993-2366.
MAINE WILDLIFE
ADVENTURE BOOKS

“Allagash,” “Maine Animals,”
“Birds,” and “Fish.” “Canoe
Maine #1,” “Canoe Maine #2”
and more! For free catalog
write: Thorndike Press, Box A,
Thorndike, Maine 04986.

Holeb 20 miles west of Jack
man. 3 backwoods camps for
sale. Complete housekeeping.
Information John Baillargeon,
Jackman, Maine 04945. Tel.
668-7683.
UKC BLUETICK STUD

Smoke River Blue Max - Direct
son of Warren Haslover’s S.R.
Blue Diamond Jim. Gordon
Drysdale Fairfield, Me.
HUNT—FISH—RELAX

HUNT...Black Bear...May thru
Oct. Best Ruffed Grouse hunt
ing in the country. Oct.-Nov. 15.
Grouse - Woodcock - Ducks Geese - Deer Nov. FISH...Sal
mon- Togue- Brook Trout- MaySept. RELAX...With the family
in your housekeeping cabin
which overlooks the mountains
from the shore of beautiful
Bigwood Lake. Boats - motors canoes - topo maps - license private beach - gas. SPECIAL
FAMILY RATES!!! Call or
write: Your hosts: JACK &
KATHY
HEGARTY
Reg.
Guides Cozy Cove Cabins, Big
wood Lake, Jackman, Me.
04946. 207-668-5091.
ENGLISH SPRINGER
SPANIEL

Saighton - Smut field breeding.
Black and white, male, 10 mo.
617-238-6649.
WANTED

CANOE FOR SALE

Canoe with large sail-19’ Grum
man Aluminum. Square stern
for 8 HP motor $425. Call 201359-5448. J. Karpiscak, River
view Terr. Belle Mead, N.J.
08502.
LAND FOR SALE

40 acres, frontage on US 1,
stream. Minutes from Caribou.
Asking $6,500. P.O. 14 Winter
port, ME. 04496 . 223-8809.

Small camp on smallmouth
bass lake. No electricity or
plumbing ok. Drive to Hancock
or Washington County. Leased
land ok. Box 16 Corea, Maine
04624.
POINTERS

Looking for field trial cham
pion? 9 wk. old pups sired by
Joe Dahl’s Hondo. Dam’s sire
White Knight’s Button. Tel.
207-725-6205.

WANTED

Waltham 23 Jewel Vanguard
Railroad pocket watch in excel
lent condition. Will pay reason
able price. Write: Leo Kleciak,
Box 1242, Framingham, Ma.
01701.
WANTED

Would like job as caretaker of
camp with year round access.
M.J. Theriault, Apt. # 2, 192
Main St., Limestone, ME. 04750.
LEHAY’S FLY SHOP

Mustad fly tying hooks in 25 or
100 lots, Muddler Minnows, Hop
pers. Please send for free price
list, LeHay’s Fly Shop, Pone
mah Hill Rd., Milford, New
Hampshire 03055.
LOT FOR SALE

15 acre lot over 1,000 feet water
front on 55 acre pond. Wild.,
Limington, Maine. Tel after 6.
207-829-3449.
STOVE FOR SALE

Franklin stove from Portland
Stove Foundry, 2 years old,
perfect condition. $200.00 firm.
XL 12 Homelite saw, $50. Call
797-6931.
FOR SALE

AKC puppies - Chesapeake Bay
Retrievers and Cocker Spaniels.
All 7 months old. Phone 207583-4987.
FOR SALE

This truck is set up for the
hunter & fisherman. 1976 Ford
F103 heavy % ton, 27” cap with
racks, interior light, speaker
and removable bunks. 6 ply
tires, rust proof, CB hook-up,
6/std., $3500. Call Farmingdale
after 6 p.m. 582-5448.

Advertise FREE or at Low Cost
You can tell 40,000 Maine and out-of-state
sportsmen what you have to buy, sell or trade.
The Maine Sportsman Trading Post has brought
results to hundreds of satisfied readers.
We offer free classifieds of not more than 20
words to subscribers on a one-time basis. This
offer does not extend to full or part time
businesses.
For non-subscribers and businesses the
minimum rate is $3.50 for 20 words or less. For
over 20 words, add 15 cents per word. Payment
must be made with your order.
The Maine Sportsman also offers low-cost
display advertising. For more information on the
Sportsmans Trading Post or other advertising
rates, call or write: The Maine Sportsman, Box
507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096. Telephone
846-9501

Place my ad in the Sportsman’s Trading Post as Follows: [Print or type]
Buy ad for 12 months, get one month free! Deadline 15th of month.

DEER HUNTERS

Hunt the Western Mountains of
Maine, Private individual
cabins with main dining room.
Private access. American Plan.
Write
Bosebuck
Camps,
Wilson’s Mills, Maine 04293. 207243-2945.

Spruce Creek Kennel - puppies
out of champion bloodlines,
proven hunting stock, liver and
white and black and white pup
pies. Tel: Kittery, Me. 439-3379.

Mail to Maine Sportsman, Box 507, Yarmouth, Maine 04096
[Make checks or money orders payable to The Maine Sportsman]

Page 40

THE MAINE SPORTSMAN

March 1979

Second Salmon, Symbolic Salmon
My biggest thrill as an out
doorsman occurred in mid
September, 1977.
The day had been warm and
clear with little wind, but as the
sun dropped behind the ridge
that evening, the air cooled
rapidly, making it apparent
autumn would soon kill the sum
mer.
With Eric Lindholm, I was
fishing for Atlantic salmon on a
pool above a falls located in a
small, pastoral village near the
coast. Upstream, fields swept
gracefully toward the river
from a church and the large,
white homes that lined the road.
Below the falls and across the
bay, a high, steep, wooded ridge
dropped sharply to the water.
This was a place I loved to
fish. Looking upstream, it was
easy to imagine myself fishing
some blue-ribbon chalk stream
in the British Isles. Casting my
eyes below the falls and across
the bay, the country looked
primitive and wild as if it were
some huge, Canadian river
slicing its way through the
wilderness.
This particular evening, sal
mon were bobbing all over the
pool. There were a lot of fish,
waiting for the right conditions
to send them to their spawning
beds.
Even though the fish were
active, I was rather unenthused.
I had fished every day for the
previous three weeks and had
been unable to hook one sal
mon, and besides, it was Sep
tember, and salmon lying in
pools near the ocean always
seem restless, and in this river,
no matter what the season,
the fish are active, and it
does not necessarily mean they
are takers.
Eric, a good, experienced sal
mon fisherman, must have felt
the same way I did. He decided
to go home early. While he was
packing up, I stood there won
dering if he really had such
little faith that night, or if he
were trying to appease his wife.
After he left, I knotted on a
number four Priest fly, and

quietly waded into the pool. I
had little faith in the fly, but
someone had once told me it
was a good autumn fly.
Anyway, on my second or
third cast, I raised a salmon. I
decided to wait a couple min
utes before trying another cast.
I knew the exact spot where I
had casted the fly so I felt
certain of precisely duplicating
the same presentation.
Time passes painfully slow
when you are waiting to cast to
a salmon you have just risen. I
am sure I hurried the two
minutes.
After about a dozen casts, I
decided to switch to a number
six Priest. After a couple dozen
casts — nothing. Going to the
opposite extreme in color, I
switched to a number six Black
Bear, Blue Butt.
It was the right fly at the
right place at the right time.
On the first swing, the salmon
hit it hard and was immediately
airborne. The fish jumped at
least a dozen times and made
three’ wild, frantic runs before I
led it to the gaff.
The salmon, fresh from the
sea and still carrying sea-lice,
was a small one, weighing 8%
pounds. Old, experienced sal
mon fishermen say the smaller
salmon are the most active, and
this one seemed to prove the
theory. It was so lively it killed
itself in a few minutes.
By the time I gaffed the fish,
it was dusk. Jack Glidden and
his wife had shown up near the
tail-end of the fight, and after
Jack took some pictures, he
suggested I go out for a few
more casts. It was almost too
dark, so if he had not suggested
it, I would have been content to
go home.
I had little faith in hooking
another one, and even forgot to
bring my gaff, leaving it far up
on the bank. Before I entered
the water, Jack and his wife
were leaving.
Quietly I slipped into position
and dropped my fly above a lie
where a salmon had been work
ing all night. The fly swung

over the lie and the fish struck
hard.
This salmon was less active
but stronger and more deliber
ate. After a couple jumps, it
made some long, hard runs.
Somewhere in the middle of the
fight, I remembered my gaff
and hollered for Jack, if the fish
went over the falls, there was
a good spot to beach it. Yet,
above the falls, there was no
place to land a fish without a
gaff, net, or tailer, and it
appeared this salmon was
staying in the pool. I hollered
again. I was positive Jack
would be unable to hear me, but
a couple minutes later, he was
standing by me with the gaff.
I seldom become overly ex
cited. Even when a deer is
moving slowly toward my
stand. But, this night, as the
salmon tired, and started
making those scary chugs from
side to side just beyond my
gaff, I began to feel that tight
ness you feel when you are
standing on a football field just
seconds before kick-off, or when
you are squaring off with some
one you know you are going to
have to fight.
I never have wanted anything
as badly as that fish. Pressuring
it, probably too much, I moved
it close enough and drove the
gaff into its side and headed for
the bank. I did not stop until I
was a good 20 yards from the
water.
Later, this fish would tip the
scale at 9¥4 pounds. Laying it
beside the other one, I could
only feel disbelief. I was on a
natural high and it would be
days before I would come down
again.
Maine law allows an angler to
catch two Atlantics in one day,
but as Al Meister, head of the

Upcountry
Journal
By Kenneth O. Allen Jr.

Atlantic Salmon Commission,
says, “The two fish limit is
largely academic. People sel
dom do it.”
I am pleased with the oppor
tunity of taking two fish in one
day in Maine waters, and do not
expect to be fortunate enough to
do it again. But, that one time
was the thrill of a lifetime.
People sometimes fish for years
and never catch one fish! To
hook and land two on back-toback casts was incredible.
And, the sad thing about it is
there soon may be a time when
no one will be able to legally
catch two Atlantic salmon in one
day. Lately, there has been a lot

of talk about changing the two
fish limit to one fish a day.
This would be a change dic
tated solely by social whims
rather than sound biological
management. So few people
catch two salmon from Maine
rivers it puts a negligible pres
sure on the fishery.
It would be a crime to take
away the opportunity for an At
lantic salmon fisherman to ex
perience this thrill just to suit
the whims of a small minority
who would like to change the
law, as one put it to me, “To
symbolically show our aware
ness for the resource.” *

WHITTEN’S
ROCKWOOD, ME.-SINCE 1912-ON MOOSEHEAD LAKE

Tel. 534-7778
Your One Stop Shop
Everything for the Sportsman
Two floors of Quality Merchandise for your Every Need-

Hunting Maps of All Areas
State Agency Liquor Store

NOW TWO GREAT T-SHIRTS TO WEAR

100% SOLID BRASS BUCKLE SELECTION
SPORTSMAN

TROUT

DEER

Yes, you now have a choice of two designs to show the world you are a
MAINE SPORTSMAN
High quality T-Shirts for all the family. You pick the size & colors you
want
Maine Moose

Colors

Box 339
Athens, Me. 04912
(207) 474-5494
BUCKLES $5.75
____ MAINE MOOSE
____ LEAPING DEER
___ BLACK BEAR
___ FLYING GEESE
____ TROUT
___ FLINTLOCK PISTOLS
BELTS $5.00
___ SPECIFY WAIST SIZE

Postage & Handling
under $10
$].oo
$10-20
$1.50
over $20
$2.25
MAINE RESIDENTS
Add 5 percent Sales Tax

Deer

Trout

Color

Size

Youth

Adult

Quantity

White, Yellow, Orange,
Gold, Brown, Mint, Kelly,
L. Blue, Royal B., Navy,
Red, Grey, Black, Brown.
Note: Brown, Orange and
Kelly not avail, in Youth
Size.

Please send me________Maine Sportsman T-Shirts at $5 each.
1S(M2 ~4-i6OUAhdu2it434636’ (Maine residents add 25A sales tax for each shirt.) Allow 2 weeks for
38-40, 42-44, 46-48.
delivery.
NAME

■____________

ADDRESS ____________ ________________________ ,____________
____________________________ _____________ ZIP____________

Mail to Maine Sportsman, Box 365 Augusta, Maine 04330

